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PROTESTANT  ASCENDANCY 


and 

CATHOLIC  EMANCIPATION 

RECONCILED. 


Jl  HE  relative  grandeur  of  France fays  the 
fagacious  Montefquieu,  “ was^  in  the  reign 
of  Lewis  XIV.  at  its  higheft  pitchy  hecaufe  Eng- 
land  and  Scotland  had  not  yet  formed  ihemfehes 

into  ONE  UNITED  KINGDOM.’* 

What  would  that  great  man  have  faid,  if  he 
had  lived  to  fee  the  prefent  diftraded  ftate  of 
Ireland  ? For,  though  difaffedion  prevailed  in 
Scotland  to  a confiderable  degree  at  the  period 
alluded  to,  yet  no  rebellion  or  infurredion  had 
taken  place  of  magnitude  to  weaken  the  power 
or  diftrad  the  attention  of  Government,  from 
the  continental  war  in  which  it  was  then  en- 
gaged, and  therefore  can  in  no  wife  be  com- 
pared with  the  Irifh  rebellion  of  1798,  whether 
it  be  confidered  as  to  its  numbers  and  extent, 
its  dangerous  objed  and  ruinous  confequences, 
much  lefs  as  to  the  horrors  and  bloodied  by 
which  it  has  been  diftinguiflied. 

In  fuch  a fituation,  every  man  muft  natu- 
rally have  wilhed  for  a remedy  to  fo  many  evils  ; 
but  it  required  the  ftrongeft  penetration  to  feize 
B the 
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the  object  of  an  Incorporate  Union  as  the  only 
efficient  corrective ; and  the  firmnefs  of  a manly 
mind  to  propofe  and  purfue  the  meafure ; 
regardlefs  of  the  many  difficulties,  and  un» 
awed  by  the  accumulated  dangers  that  preffed 
on  every  fide. 

To  convert  anarchy  into  order,  weaknefs  into 
ftrength,  and  reparation  into  union  ; is^  a great 
and  glorious  undertaking.  It  pref<rnts  every 
encouragement  to  the  virtue  of  a Patriot  King^ 
every  inducement  to  the  pride  and  amoition  of 
an  enlightened  ftatefman ; and  the  accoinplifh- 
ment  will  be  attended  with  immortal  honour 
to  the  advifers  of  the  meafure;  and,  I trull;, 
endlefs  happinefs  to  the  Britifh  Empire. 

. The  fubjeCl  of  an  Incorporate  Union  with 
Ireland  has  been  fo  ably  opened  ^fcy  Mr.  Pitt 
and  Mr.  Dundas,  with  all  its  bearings  on  the 
advantages  it  offers  to  the  peace,  fecurity,  and 
the  profperity  of  Ireland;  as  well  as  the  general 
objeCl  of  ftrength  and  importance  to  the  em- 
pire ; the  commercial  advantages  have  been  fo 
clearly  laid  down  by  Lord  Auckland,  and  the 
abftraCl  relations  of  all  the  parties  concerned, 
Hated  with  fuch  juftnefs  and  precifion  by  Lord 
Minto,  that  every  thinking  and  difpaffionate 
• man  muff  have  -made  up  his  mind  on  the 
neceffity  and  expedience  of  this  important 
meafure : which,  during  the  difcuffion,  has  re- 
ceived additional  light  from  the  refpeCIable 
abilities  of  Mr.  Addington,  the  practical  know- 
ledge of  Lord  Sheffield,  and  the  learned  re- 
fearch  of  Mr.  Douglas. 

In  this  kingdom,  the  utility  of  the  meafure 
may  be  faid  to  have  been  generally  recognifed  ; 

for 
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for  it  has  been  not  only  well  received ; but  has 
had  the  fingular  fate,  that  no  obje£lions  have 
hitherto  been  made  to  it,  either  in  Parliament 
or  through  the  medium  of  the  prefs. 

In  Ireland  it  has  had  many  powerful  fup- 
porters,  among  whom,  two  young  men,  Mr. 
Johnfon  and  Mr.  Smith,  deferve  to  be  noticed. 

It  has  there,  too,  met  with  violent  opponents ; 
of  whom  Mr.  Fofter  and  Mr.  Grattan,  from 
their  charadler  and  confequence,  may  be  conii- 
dered  as  the  chief. 

If  ever  cool  examination  and  difpaffionate 
inquiry  were  particularly  called  for,  it  muft  be 
on  a queftion  of  fo  vaft  importance;  where, 
from  the  nature  of  the  fubjeft,  the  mutual  in- 
terefts  of  two  friendly,  but  high-fpirited  king- 
doms, were  to  be  difculfed ; and  where  every 
irritating  appeal  to  the  popular  topics  of  na- 
tional pride  and  vulgar  prejudice,  fhould  have 
been  cautioufly  avoided. 

If,  on  the  contrary,  we  find  extenfive  views  ' 
narrowed  down  to  local  and  perfonal  confider- 
ations  ; general  expedience  retorted  by  partial 
convenience ; argument  anfwered  by  declama- 
tion, and  reafon  by  inventive ; we  muft,  at  leaft, 
diftruft  the  caufe  that  has  recourfe  to  fuch  in- 
ftruments  of  defence. 

Abftraded  from  perfonal  refledlions  on 
Mr.  PitPs  abilities,  intentions,  and  character ; 
Mr.  Fofter’s  oppofition  turned  principally  on 
two  points  : 

Fir  ft,  An  appeal  to  the  Settlement  of  1782, 
which  he  ftyles  final ; and  from  thence  argues, 

that 
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that  it  bars  and  precludes  the  very  poffibility  of 
any  new  arrangement  between  the  two  king- 
doms ; which  I mean  to  make  one  objeft  of 
our  prefent  inquiry : and,  fecond,  A view  of 
the  commercial  ftate  of  Ireland,  from  which 
he  infers  the  inexpediency  of  the  meafure. 
.This  fecond  part  has  been  fo  ably  and  fully 
anfwered  in  a well-known  pamphlet,  entitled, 

Obfervations  on  that  Part  of  the  Speaker's 
Speech  that  relates  to  Trade,"  that  the  Speaker 
ftands  at  this  moment  in  an  awkward  fituation, 
with  his  veracity  committed  by  an  appeal  to 
authentic  document§»  which  he  is  charged  with 
having  mifapplied,  if  not  miftated ; to  which 
,no  reply  has  been  made,  nor  any  attempt,  as 
yet,  to  clear  the  doubt,  or  wipe  away  the  im- 
putation. 

, The  firft  objedion,  refting  on  a pretended 
final  fettlement  in  1782,  that  now  barred  a 
treaty  for  Union,'  though  it  has  been  moft 
clearly  fhown  to  be  irrelevant  and  unfounded, 
is  become  capable  of  a more  fatisfadory  anfwer, 
from  Mr.  Grattan,  who  was  the  principal 
mover  in  the  tranfadion  alluded  to,  having 
‘lately  come  forward,  and  given  the  key  to  un- 
ravel the  myftery  in  which  it  had  been  induf- 
trioully  involved. 

My  firft  objed.  then,  in  this  publication,  is 
to  give  a full  and  minute  account  of  the  tranf- 
adions  in  1782,  relative  to  the  legiflative  in- 
dependence of  Ireland,  which  will  not  only 
place  them  in  a new  light,  by  a recapitulation 
of  fads,  but  moft  clearly  fhow  that  they  were 
all  intended  to  pave  the  way  for  final  adjujiment^ 
inftead  of  being  oppofed  as  a bar  to  fuch  a 

meafure. 
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ineafure.  I fhall  then  * take  a fliort  view  of 
the  political  and  commercial  connexion  be- 
tween the  two  kingdoms,  arifing  from  that 
independence ; in  order  to  enforce  the  neceffity 
of  an  Incorporate  Unions  and  fhall  conclude 
by  an  examination  of  the  internal  ftate  of  Ire- 
land, as  divided  into  Roman  Catholic  and 
Proteftant  interefts,  with  their  relative  rights, 
claims,  and  fituation;  from  which  I truft  to 
be  able  to  fatisfy  the  mind  of  every  fenfible 
man  of  either  perfuafion,  that  their  particular 
as  well  as  general  interefts  and  advantage,  can 
only  be  effedually  fecured  by  an  Union  ; and 
that  an  Union  is  the  only  poffible  and  fuppof- 
able  cafe,  by  which  the  Proteftant  may  concede 
without  danger ; and  the  Roman  Catholic  re- 
ceive, without  hazard  to  the  ftate,  or  injury  to 
the  Proteftants,  colledively  or  individually. 

In  coming  to  an  exhaufted  fubjeft,  I am 
fenfible  of  the  many  difadvantages  I have  to 
encounter  in  addreffing  myfelf  to  the  public, 
who  have,  in  general,  made  up  their  minds  on 
the  great  merits  of  the  queftion;  and  fhall, 
therefore,  ftudy  to  be  as  concife  as  the  fubjedt 
will  admit,'*  and  to  avoid  fatiguing  my  readers 
by  repetitions,  if  I fail  to  give  information  on  a 
queftion  of  fuch  vaft  magnitude,  that  it  offers 
almoft  boundlefs  views  to  the  inquifitive  mind. 
With  this  view,  I fhall  proceed  to 

PART 


♦ Lord  Grenville’s  very  able  fpeech  on  the  political  fituation  of 
Ireland  was  never  publiflied ; if  it  had,  the  prelent  publication  had, 
probably,  been  rendered  unnecefiary. 
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PARt  I, 

The  TranfaBions  in  1782,  refpeiling  the  Legif- 
lative  Independence  of  the  Irijh  Parliament. 

In  the  fpring  of  1782,  Lord  North  had  been 
driven  from  the  miniftry,  and  fucceeded  by  the 
Rockingham  party ; one  of  whofe  firft  objedts, 
as  foon  as  they  had  taken  their  feats,  v/as,  to 
call  the  attention  of  Parliament  to  the  diftrac- 
tions  and  difcontents  of  Ireland ; for  though 
fhe  had  been  gratified  to  her  utmoft  wifhes  on 
commercial  points,  fhe  retained  diflatisfadtion 
on  conftitutional  queftions ; and  loudly  called 
for  the  repeal  of  the  6th  of  Geo.  I.  chap.  5^ 
entitled,  ‘‘  An  Adt  * for  the  better  fecuring  the 
Dependency  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland  upon 
the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,^’  and  which  declared 
it  to  be  the  right  of  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  to  bind  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  by 
laws  made  by  the  Britifh  Parliament. 

7th  April,  On  the  7th  of  April  1782,  Mr.  Secretary 
delivered  a Meffage  from  the  King  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  which  was  as  follows  ; — 

tifh  Parlia- 

« George  R. 

His  Majefty  being  concerned  to  find  that 
difcontents  and  jealoufies  are  prevailing  among 
his  loyal  fubjefts  of  Ireland  upon  matters  of 
‘great  weight  and  importance,  earneftly  recom- 
mends to  this  Houfe  to  take  the  fame  into  their 
7noJi  ferious  conjide ration^  in  order  to  fuch  a final 
• adjujlment  as  may  give  mutual  fatisfadlion  to  both 
kingdoms.  ' G. 

A fimilar 


* See  Appendix,  No.  I. 


A fimilar  Meffage  was  delivered  to  the  Houfe 
of  Lords;  but  for  the  future  I (hall  only  ftatc 
the  proceedings  of  the  one  Houfe,  except 
where  there  is  any  eflential  difference.  < 

On  the  14th  day  of  April,  the  Duke  of  Port»  April  i6th, 
land  fucceeded  Lord  Carlille  in  the  government  sam^Mef-, 
of  Ireland;  and  on  the  i6th  he  fent  the  fame  fagefentby 
Meffage  verbatim^  to  the  two  Houfes  of  the 
Irifh  Parliament.  In  England,  in  anfwer  to  the  the  iriih 
King's  Meffage,  a vote  of  thanks  * had  paffed,  P^rUament. 
with  an  affurance  that  the  Houfe  would  pro-  Br^kifhPaL 
cced  to  take  the  fame  into  their  mojl  ferious  Uament. 
conftderation^  in  order  to  fuch  a final  adjufiment  as 
may  give  mutual  fatisfadion  to  both  kingdoms. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland  a fimilar 
motion  was  made  in  precifely  the  fame  terms ; 
but  here  the  uniformity  ended,  and  in  violation 
of  Parliamentary  order  and  form  of  proceeding, 

Mr.  Grattan  moved.  That  this  Addrefs,  the 
duplicate  of  that  voted  in  England,  be  ex- 
purged ; and  in  its  ftead,  moved  an  Addrefs  f to  Anfwer  of 
His  Majefty,  dating  the  difcontents  and  jealou-  irimpariia- 
fies  in  Ireland  to  arife  from  three  points ; the™^“^' 
firft,  great,  and  principal  caufe  to  be  the  claim 
advanced  by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  in 
the  6ih  of  Geo.  I.  chap.  5.  to  legiflate  for  Ire- 
land ; the  fecond,  the  mode  of  paffmg  laws  in 
Ireland  under  the  law  known  by  the  name  of 
Poynings ; and  the  third,  a mutiny  bill,  unli- 
mited in  duration. 


This  Addrefs,  moved  with  precipitation,  was 
voted  by  acclamation;  though  on  the  22d  of 
February,  not  two  months  before,  a fimilar  Ad- 
drefs,  as  to  the  firft  great  and  principal  objed, 

had 


^ See  Appendix,  No.  II. 


t See  Appendix,  No.  V. 
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had  been  moved  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of 
Ireland  by  Mr.  Grattan ; and  the  confideration 
put  off  to  the  I (I  of  Auguft  next,  by  a majority 
of  137  to  68. 

After  the  informality  in  the  proceeding,  and 
the  departure  from  Parliamentary  dignity  and 
order  by  the  hafty  decifion : inftead  of  the  ferious 
confideration^  recommended  by  His  Majefty,  and 
the  example  of  the  Britifh  Parliament ; the 
next  material  point  to  be  obferved  is,  the  de- 
parture from  the  fpecific  object  of  the  King’s  Mef- 
lage ; dn  order  to  fuch  a final  adjuflment  as  may 
give  mutual  fatisfa5lion  to  both  kingdoms  \ and 
what  makes  this  departure  the  more  remark- 
able! s,  that  the  obje6l,  a final  adjuflment^  * is 
recognifed  in  the  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
of  Ireland,  but  entirely  omitted  in  the  Addrefs 
of  the  Commons,  moved  by  Mr.  Grattan. 

Here,  then,  we  have  the  mofl:  decifive  proof 
that  can  arife  from  internal  evidence,  that  the 
cbjed  recommended  by  the  King,  and  approved 
by  the  Britijh  Parliament^  was  a final  adjufiment^ 
to  which  the  whole  was  to  be  fubfervient  and 
conclufive  \ and  that  Mr.  Grattan’s  objed  was 
to  avoid  a final  adjuflment.  I can  farther  add, 
from  knowledge,  that  the  Duke  of  Portland 
faw,  and  difapproved  of  the  mode  of  proceeding 
as  contrary  to  the  King’s  MelTage,  and  the  ob- 
jed  of  the  Miniftry ; though  the  impetuofity 
with  which  the  meafure  had  been  voted,  with- 
out confideration  or  previous  concert,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.Grattan,  precluded  confideration, 
and  rendered  remonftrance  unavailing.  Thefe 
Addrelfes,  being  tranfmitted  to  His  Majelty, 

were 
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Were  by  Mr.  Secretary  Fox  brought  down  to 
theHoufeof  Commons  on  the  ift  day  of  May,  fehted  to 
and  laid  on  the  table.  On  the  1 7th  of  May 
they  were  taken  into  the  confideration  of  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  from  which  Mr.  confiderati- 
Powis  reported  two  Refolutions : on  May  17. 

1 ft,  That  the  Aft  of  Geo.  I.  entitled,  &c.  Refojntion* 
Ought  to  be  repealed.*  on  ditto, 

“ 2d,  That  it  is  indifpenfable  to  theinterefts 
and  happinefs  of  both  kingdoms  that  the  con- 
nexion between  them  fhould  be  eftabliflied,  by 
mutual  confent,  upon  a folid  dnd  permanent 
bafis.^^ 

In  thefe  Refolutions  we  find 'a  farther  con- 
firmation, that  the  Britifti  Cabinet  looked  ftill 
forwards  to  a final  adjujiment^  by  mutual  confent; 
otherwife,  the  fecond  Refolution,  which  declared 
fuch  a meafure  indtfpenfable  to  the  happinefs  of 
both  kingdoms,  could  have  no  objeft ; for  the 
only  point  claimed  or  demanded  in  the  Addrefs 
of  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons  of  April  i6th, 
the  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  Aft  of  Geo.  I.  waS 
fecured  by  the  firft  Refolution.  The  reafon  why 
no  notice  is  here  taken  of,  the  two  other  griev- 
ances, Poyning?’  Law,  and  the  unlimited  Mu- 
tiny Bill,  was,  that  the  Parliament  of  Ireland, 
with  the  King's  confent,  were  competent  to 
undo  themj  and  their  remonftrances  as  to  them, 
nugatory ; the  redrefs  being  fiii  juris.  But  fo 
far  were  the  Britifh  Miniftry  from  confidering 
the  repeal  of  the  6th  Geo,  I.  as  a fmal  adjuji- 
fhent^  that  on  the  report  from  the  Committee  on 
the  fapie  day,  May  17th,  they  ordered  a Bill 

c t9 
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to  be  brought  in  to'  repeal  the  6th  Ceo.  I.  and 
Addrefsto  then  voted  an  Addrefs’^  to  His  hlajefty,  That 
His  M-ajefty  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  take 
Refoiution.  fuch  meafurcs  as  His  Majefty  in  his  royal 
wifdom  fhall  think  mofl:  conducive  to  the 

ESTABLISHING,  by  MUTUAl.  CONSENT,  the 
CONNEXION  BETWEEN  TtllS  KINGDOxM  AND 
THE  KINGDOM  OF  IRELAND,  On  a SOLID  AND 
PERMANENT  BASIS.” 

Majefty,  in  his  Meftage  | to  the 
Parliament,  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland,  delivered  on 
inanfwerto  jhe  28th  of  May  by  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  Secretary 
drefsof  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  in  anlwer  to  their 
Aprii6,  de- Addrefs  of  April  i6,  after  ftating  his  fatisfac- 
2X^1783?  to  find  the  determination  of  his  people  of 
Ireland,  to  (bare  the  fate  of,  and  to  ftand  or 
fall  with  the  Britifh  nation,  adds  thefe  remark- 
able  words : 

His  Majefty  conceives  that  thefe  principles 
cannot  fail  to  contribute  to  the  accomplifhment 
of  his  earneft  defire  to  remove  all  caufes  of 
difcontent  and  j'ealoufy ; with  that  view.  His 
Majefty  has  recommended  this  weighty  and 
important  fubjed  to  the  confideration  of  bis  Par- 
liaments of  both  Kingdoms  ; trufting  that  their 
united  wifdom  will  fugged  fuch  meafures  as 
may  terminate  in  a final  adjustment, to  their 
mutual  fatisfadion.” 

Here  it  is  to  be.  remarked,  that -the  fubjed 
of  a final  adjufiment  is  urged  in  a dill  more 
forcible  manner  than  in  the  firft  MelTage  de- 
livered from  His  Majefty  by  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land, on  the  i6lh  of  April;  though  on  the  day 

preceding 
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preceding  this  meffage,  the  27th  of  May,  the 
Duke  of  Portland  had  from  the  throne  fignified 
to  Parliament,  that  their  Addreffes  had  been 
received,  and  agi;eed  to  in  every  part. 

But  here  ends  thebufinefs  of  final  adjujhnent-^ 
for  in  the  AddrelTes  of  the  two  Houfes  of  the 
Irifh  Parliament,  in  anfwer  to  the  Duke  of 
Portland’s  Speech  and  the  King’s  Meflage,  no 
notice  is  taken  of  His  Majefty^s  recommenda- 
tion of  this  weighty  and  important  fubjed,  to 
the  confideratmi  of  the  Parliaments  of  both  king- 
though  the  Refolution  of  the  Britilh 
Parliament  of  the  17th  of  May,  that  it  was  in-, 
difpenfable  to  the  intereils  of'both  kingdoms,  &c. 
had  been  laid  before  them:  but,  inftead  of  aAddrefs, 
correfponding  Refolution,  which  mud  have  > 

^ ^ C 1 1 • 'tt-  Ireland 

to  a FINAL  settlement;  arier  thanking  His  to  the  King^ 
Majefly  for  the  repeal  of  the  6 Geo.  I.  and  his 
agreeing  to  the  mode  defired  of  palling  bills, 
and  a new  Mutiny  Ad — >,ihis  fingular  declara- 
tion was  fubftituted,  as  2,  bar  io  settlement  :*• 

Gratified  in  thefe  particulars,  ‘‘  we  do.alTure 
your  Majefty,  that  no  conftitutional  quedion 
betw^ecn  the  two  nations  will  any  longer  exift, 
which  can  interrupt  their  harmony.” 

it  is  here  obfervable,  that  the  limitation,  pur- 
pofely  introduced,  confines  the  fatisfadion  to 
conJlHutional  points — the  Parliament  of  Ireland 
accepting  the  repeal  of  6 Geo.  I,  the  fubftance 
of  the  firft  Refolution  of  the  Britilh  Parliament 
gf  May  17,  but  avoiding  to  give  any  other  an- 
fwer to  the  great  and  important  objed  recom- 
mended by  His  Majefty  in  the  fecond ; which 
Js  there  exprefsly  declared  to  be^,  the  ejlablijhingy 

by 
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by  muUi.'tl  confeni^  the  connexion  between  the  two, 
kingdoms  upon  a /olid  and  permanent  bafts ^ which 
they  did  by  that  fin<Tidar  declaration,  that, 
gratified  in  thefe  particulars,  no  conjVi*tctional 
quefions  Iciween  the  two^  nations  will  any  longer 
exift^  that  can  interrupt  their  harmonyd^ 

Mr.  Grattan,*  in  his  late  fpeech  in  the  Iriih 
Houfe  of  Commons  ( p.  4),  exprelly  admits  this 
to  have  been  the  cafe ; his  words  are : The 

next  part  of  the  adjuffment  was  a refolution 
voted  by  the  two  Britifh  Houfes  of  i^arliament, 
in  confequence  of  the  Addrefs  of  Apiii  (6.  to 
His  Majeily,  There  were  i w- o vefolutions 
tranfmitted ; firff,  that  the  6‘^h  of  Geo.  I,  &c. 
fhould  be  repealed ; fecond,  that  the  con- 
nexion between  the  countries  (houid  be  placed, 
by  mutual  confer.!,  on  a folld  and  permanent 
foundation.’’  He  then  ifates  the  Addrefs  of 
the  two  Irifli  Houfes  of  Parliament  upon  thefe 
tw'o  Refolutions ; ‘‘  which  Addrefs, ”-(■  he  fays, 

does,  among  other  things,  accept  of  the 
- propofition  contained  in  the  nr !f  R efoiution, 

■ and  does  exprejsly  rejebi  the  ferord  ^ for  it  fays, 

■ that  yfit  conceive’  the  Refolution  for  the  uiiqua- 

■ lifted,  unconditional  repeal  of  the  6 Geo.  I.  tq 
be  a meafure  of  confummate  wdfdom.” 

New  without  ftopping  to  examine  the  jufr- 
nefs  of  this  reafon,  aiTigned  for  the  rejedicn  of 
the  fecond  Refolution  ; or  to  inquire  in  what 
manner  the  iinqualifted,  unconditional  repeal 
of  the  6 Geo.  1.  which  they  conceived  to  be 
a meafure  of  confummate  wifdom,  could  ope- 
rate as  an  inducement  to  rejed ; or  be  afiigned 

as 

• The  Speech  (at  length)  of  the  Honourable  Mr.  Grattan,  printed 
by  A.  Paris,  for  J.  S.  Jordan, 
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as  a reafon  for  reje6ling  the  fecond  Refolution, 
the  objed  of  which  was,  to  ejiablijh  the  connescion 
letween  the  two  klngdonis  on  z folid  and  per- 
manent hafts ; I am  ftill  more  at  a lofs  to  dif^ 
cover,  by‘  what  logic  this  unqualified^  uncondi'^ 
iional  repeal  of  the  6th  of  Geo.  I.  can,  now, 
be  converted  into  a folejnn  contraEly  a final  fettler 
Vient^  a great  national  arrangement ; when  Mr, 
Grattan  has  juft  told  us,  that  the  repeal  was 
unconditional  and  unqualified  \ and  that  the  Irilh 
Parliament  rejeded  the  fecond  Refolution  for  a 
fettlement,  and  refufed  to  treat.  And  yet  this 
Mr.  Grattan  does  not  hefttate  to  do,  in  a fub- 
fequent  paragraph,  for  he  thus  goes  on,  p,  5 : 

1 drew  that  Addrefs,  and  I introduced  thofe 
words,  exprefsly,  to  exclude  any  subsequent 
qualifications  or  limitations  affeding,  &c.’^  The 
Addrefs  adds,  “ Gratified  in  thofe  particulars, 
no  conftitutional  queftion  between  the  two 
nations  will  any  longer  exift’’  ( which  he  calls 
the  claufe  of  finality).  He  has  here  omitted  the 
conclufion  of  the  fentence,  that  can  dijiurh  their 
harmony,  for,  thus  defined,  his  finality  has 
proved  of  ftiort  duration. 

But  the  next  paragraph  is  where  Mr.  Grattan 
pefts  his  principal  arguments  for  inferring  a final 
adjuftment : I will  give  his  own  wOirds. 

The  next  part  was  the  meafure  adopted  by 
the  Englifli  Parliament,  upon  the  confideration 
of  this  Addrefs : * and  in  that  meafure,  they  ac- 
cede to  that  Addrefs  entirely  and  unequivocally  ; 
they  embrace  our  propofition  of  unconditional 
and  unequivocal  repeal,  and  they  accordingly 

introduced 
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introduced  a bill  for  that  purpofe;  and  thus 
they  clofed  the  final  adjustment.’^ 

Here  is  Mr.  Grattan’s  own  account  of  this 
famous  FINAL  ADJUSTMENT,  on  which  we 
remark, 

Firft,  That  he  flates  the  meafure  to  have 
beep  adopted  by  the  Englitli  Parliament,  upon 
the  confideration  of  this  Addrefs^  * which 
Addrefs  they  never  faw  or  had  any  knowledge 
of;  for,  befides  that  His  Majefty,  for  obvious 
reafons,  did  not  think  proper  to  lay  it  before 
them,  the  Addrefs  was  voted  on  the  28th  of 
May,  eleven  days  after  the  Refolutions' which 
Mr.  Grattan  dates  to  have  been  in  confequence 
of  it.  And  it  was  an  Addrefs  of  thanks  to  His 
Ivlajefty,  for  this  meafure  of  confummate  wif- 
dom  and  judice,  which  Mr.  Grattan,  now^  faya 
the  Addrefs  produced. 

Second,  The  fervice  of  clofing  this  final  ad- 
judment  is  here  transferred  to  the  Britifh  Parlia- 
ment ; 'though  Mr.  Grattan  has  declared  above, 
that  the  Addrefs  rej^Eted  their  fecond  Refolution 
for  a final  adjujiment^  and  that  the  Addrefs  itfelf, 
as  drawm  by  him,  exprefsly  excluded  any  fiubfe^- 
quent  qualifications^  or  limitations^  &c. 

It  is  certainly  very  unneceflary  to  fay  any- 
thing farther  to  fhow  the  abfurdity  of  convert- 
ing an  unconditional  repeal  of  the  6th  of  Geo.  I. 
into  a final  adjujiment ; particularly,  when  one 
of  the  parties  had  rejeEied  the  offer  made  by 
the  other  for  coming  to  a final  adjujiment ; and 
in  a manner  too,  not  a little  fufpicious,  after 

the  ^ 
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the  honourable  proceeding  of  the  Britifli  Par- 
liament, in  the  unconditional  repeal  of  the 
6th  of  Geo.  I.  which  they  bad  vairdy  hoped 
would  produce  correfpondent  femiments  on 
‘ the  part  of  Ireland.  But  in  this  expectation 
they  were  difappointed,  and  they  were  obliged 
to  accept  the  general  profefTions  of  gratitude, 
affection,  and  attachment,  inftead  of  a final 
adjujhnent.  which  had  been  rejeded  on  the 
part  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  Grattan  goes  on,  p.  6. — The  next 
flrumeiu  was  an  Addrefs  to  His  Majehy,  ta 
befeech  him  to  appoint  a day  of  public  thankf- 
giving  for  the  accomplifliment  of  thefe  great 
objeds,  as  well  as  for  his  vidories.  Thus  it 
appears,*  that  whatever  idea  might  have  been 
conceived  in  the  fecond  Refolution  of  the  17th 
of  May  1782,  it  was  totally  and  entirely  aban- 
doned ; the  Minifter  of  that  time  probably  in- 
tended  to  make  the  .beft  bargain  he  could  for 
England,  and  therefore  conceived  it  eligible  to 
condition  and  qualify  the  acknowledgment  of 
the  independency  of  the  Irifh  Parliament  by 
certain  provifions  refpeding  navigation,  See, ; 
but  finding  that  the  Irifh  Parliament  would 
accept  of  nothing  but  the  unqualified  and  un- 
conditional repeal,  he  dropt  the  fruitlefs  idea.*’ 


gined  the  fecond  Refolution  to  relate  to  anpl“^?""^ 
agreement  on  a commercial  regulation  ; which  liamenc. 
appears  the  more  probable,  as  I find,  that,  at 
the  clofe  of  the  next  Seflion,  the  Irifh  Houfe  of 
Commons  revived  the  fubjedt  in  an  Addrefs  to 

the 

♦ How  this  does  appear  from  appointing  a thankfglvlng,  I do  rot 
know.  It  is  V4in  to  dive  into  the  myftery  of  great  ftatelhien.  'i'hey 
have  modes  cf  conception  and  espreffion,  peculiar  to  themfeivei. 


the  Duke  of  Rutland,  then  Lord  Lieutenant,  in 
thefe  words : 


Refumed 
by  Irifh 
Parliament 
in  1784, 
May  12. 


t)uice  of 

Rutland’s 

Anfwer. 


‘‘  We  are  aware  of  the  fituation  of  the  em- 
pire, and  the  peculiar  circumftances  which 
have  prevented  the  adjujhnent  of  fome  points 
which  concern  our  trade  and  manufadluies ; and 
we  rely  upon  the  readinefs  of  your  Grace’s 
liberal  and  benevolent  aflidance  for  the  fur- 
therance of  fuch  pradlical  meafures  as  delibe- 
rate wifdom  and  generous  policy  may  adapt  tt> 
our  real  necefllties  and  general  interefts.” 

The  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  returning  to 
adjuftment  in  1784,  fliows  that  it  was  not  ac- 
complilhed  in  1782.  But  the  Duke  of  Rut- 
land’s Anfwer  to  this  Addrefs  at  the  opening  of 
the  next  Seflion  renders  it  ftill  plainer ; for 
he  fays,  “ I am  to  recommend  to  your  earneji 
invejiigation  thofe  objeds  of  trade  and  com* 
merce  which  have  not  yet  received  their  final 
adjufiment'* 

We  have  feen  that  Mr.  Grattan  had  faid  above, 
that  it  was  the  Britifli  Parliament  that  clofed  the 
final adjufiment^  the  propofition  for  which,  his  Ad- 
drefs had  rejeded.  He  goes  on,  p.  7 : “I  think 
I have  now  (hown  from  the  records  quoted, 
that  the  argument  of  the  Minifier  is  againft  the 
exprefs  letter,  the  evident  meaning,  and  honeft 
fenfe  of  this  final  feitlement ; and  I r'epeat,  that 
finality  was  not  only  a part  of  the  fettlement, 
but  one  of  its  principal  objeds  : Finality  was 
the  principal  objedl  of  his  country ^ as  Legi/lative 
Independency  was  the  objedl  of  ours.  Ireland 
wifhed  to  feize  the  moment  of  her  ftrength,  for 
the  eftablilhment  of  her  liberties.  The  Court 

of 


( ) 

bf  England  wifhed  to  conclude  the  operations 
of  that  ftrength,  and  bound  its  progrefs.” 

Here  Mr.  Grattan  has  avowed  the  truth,  and 
unequivocally  declared,  that  the  objed  of  Bri- 
tain final  adjufiment^  as  legijlative  independ- 
ency was  the  obje(5l  of  Ireland.  That  Ireland 
feized  the  moment  of  her  ftrength  to  fnatch  her 
object,  while  an  illiberal  diftrufl  made  her 
rejed  the  invitation  to  a final  fettlement ; the 
motive  afligned  to  the  Court  of  England,  viz; 
a wifli  to  conclude  the  operations  bf  Irifh 
ftrength  and  bound  its  progrefs,  becaufe  fhe  had 
pafled  a Refolution  to  eftablilh  the  connexion 
between  the  two  kingdoms  by  mutual  confent^ 
on  a folid  and  permanent  bafis ; is  not  only 
founded  in  fufpicion  and  injuftice;  but  it  ac- 
counts for  the  rejedion  of  this  beneficial  mea- 
fure,  on  principles  that  reflect  no  honour  on 
the  generofity  and  good  fenfe  of  thofe,  for 
whofe  coridud  it  is  afligned  as  the  motive. 

Mr.  Grattan  here  rejeds  the  finality  on  the 
part  of  Ireland,  and  afcribes  it  exclufively  to 
the  Britifli  Miiiifter  and  the  Britifh  nation,  as 
he  had  formerly  ftated  that  the  Britifh  Parlia- 
ment clofed  the  final  fettlement  by  the  repeal  of 
the  6th  Geo.  I.  * But  unfortunately  for  Mr. 
Grattan’s  memory^  even  as  to  final  adjufi- 
ment  of  the  Angle  point,  he  is  not  corredl ; for 
the  Britifli  Parliament  thought  it  advifable,* 
early  in  1783,  to  introduce  a new  f Bill  to  Declaratory 
remove  the  doubts  that  had  arifen  on  the  repeal 
of  1782,  which  he  aflerts  to  have  been  a 1^83!^’ 
adjujiment*  If  it  was  a final  odjufiment,  the 

D V Aa 
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A£l:  of  1783  was  a final  adjujhnent  of  the  f,nal 
adj ufment  of  1782. 

I am  afhamed  to  trace  fuch  contradidions ; 
but  what  horieU:  man  but  muft  feel  indignant 
at  the  fhallow  attempts  now  made  to  conjure 
up  the  repeal  of  the  6th  of  Geo.  I.  into  a final 
feiile?neniy  when  the  very  propofition  for  a final  , 
fettlement  had  been  rejedled^  as  Mr.  Grattan 
tells  us,  by  the  Irifh  Parliament,  at  the  time ; 
though  repeatedly  recommended  from  the 
Throne  to  their  fcrious  confideration,  as  indif- 
penfable  to  the  interefts  and  profperity  of  both 
kingdoms ; and  (till  more  to  impute  that  final 
adjujiment  to  the  Britifh  Parliament,  whofe  ad- 
vances to  eftablifh  it  by  mutual  confent,  had 
been  ftudioully  eluded  by  the  Irifh  Parliament 
at  the  inftigation  of  Mr*  Grattan  himfelf. 

From  the  moment  that  this  memorable  Ad- 
drefs  pafled,  on  the  28  th  of  May,  the  final  ad- 
juflment  was  dropt  in  the  Parliamentary  proceed- 
ings;  and  accordingly,  in  His  Majefty’s  Anfwer 
to  Irifh  to  this  Addrefs,*  the  object  is  omitted,  as  well 

drefsof  as  in  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s,!  where  the  Duke 

DuYeof^  of  Portland  expreffed,  That  he  fhall  think 
Portland’s  himfelf  fortunate  if  his  adminiftration  fhould 
irHh  prove  the  cera  of  reciprocal  and  infeparable  affec* 
drefsof  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.”  For 

May  28th.  fince  the  profpedl  of  a public  arrangement  was 
fufpended,  it  was  prudent  to  make  the  moft 
of  the  hollow  profefTions  fubftituted  in  its 
Head. 

Such  a line  of  condudl  will  appear  highly 
judicious  in  His  Grace,  if  we  advert  to  the 

flate 
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fl:ate  of  the  public  mind  in  Ireland  at  the  time  ; 
for  no  fooner  had  His  Grace  announced  from 
the  Throne  the  Refolutions  of  the  Britifh  Parlia- 
ment of  May  17th,  for  the  repeal  of  the  6th  of 
Geo.  I.  (the  other  Refolution  was  paffed  over  in 
filencej,  than  a tranfport  of  joy  pervaded  the 
whole  kingdom ; public  rejoicings,  illumina- 
tions, votes  of  thanks  and  addrofles  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  came  in  from  every  quarter  ; 
while  copious  libations  were  daily  poured  out 
on  every  feflive  altar  to  Henry  Grattan,  the 
faviour  of  his  country.  Nor  was  the  Parlia^ 
ment  lefs  fervent  in  exprefling  their  fatisfac- 
tion : an  Addrefs  for  a public  thankfgiving  ; 

5000  men  from  the  military  eilabliOiment  were 
voted  for  foreign  fervice;  100,000/.  for  the 
national  obje6l  of  bounties  to  feanien ; and  a, 
like  fum  was  propofed,  which  Government  were 
glad  to  compromife  by  50,000/.  voted,  to  buy 
a houfe.  and  lands  for  Mr.  Grattan. 

It  will  be  allowed  that  this  was  not  the 
moment  to  oppofe  the  popular  tide,  and  that 
nothing  remained  but  to  endeavour  to  direct 
the  public  eiithufiarm  to  the  ufeful  purpofes  of 
attachment  to  the  Crown,  and  affedion  to 
Great  Britain.-  But  this  fervour  was  too  violent 
to  laft ; it  proved  a feverifli  heat,  and  not  the 
pulfe  of  health  and  lirengih.  Mr.,  Grattan’s 
triumph  was  of  fliort  duration  ; he  found  the 
Treafury  Bench  was  not  a bed  of  rofes ; elated 
by  popularity,  he  was  unable  to  endure  the 
farcaftic  attacks  of  his  inveterate  rival,  Miv 
Flood,  who  now  fuccefsfully  played  on  him 
the  artillery  0/  abufe  and  declamation  which, 
he  had  formerly  pradifed  with  fuch  fuccefs 
on  the  fervants  of  the  Crown.  Though 
Mr.  Grattan  was  fupported  in  the  Parliament, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Flood  Lad  the  addrefs  to  perfuade  the 
natio  1 that  the  fimple  repeal  was  infufficient ; 
that  they  had  been  betrayed,  and  fold  to  the 
Caflle  by  Mr.  Grattan ; and  it  was  even  infi- 
nuated  that  Great  Britain  had  aded  infidioully 
by  retaining  the  claim  of  right,  to  be  employed 
on  a future  occafion,  and  to  be  brought  forward 
at  a favourable  opportunity  to  impofe  frefh 
chains  on  Ireland. 

? The  ffmple  repeal^  and  its  author^  fo  lately  the 

renewed,  idols  of  public  enthufiafm,  were  loaded  with 
contumely  and  invedive ; and  refolutions  for 
Declaratory  a declaratory  law  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
flowed  from  every » quarter  of  the  kingdom. 
In  vain  did  Mr.  Grattan  aflert,  that  nothing 
more  remained  to  be  done  ; in  vain  did  he,  in 
an  Addrefs  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  July  23d, 
introduce  the  recapitulation  of  the  feveral  bene- 
ficial laws  pafled  that  feflion,  which,  for  the 
occafion,  he  ventured  to  call  a great  national 
arrangement',  the  public  were  not  only  deaf  to 
his  arguments,  but  loaded  him  with  abufe. 
buTne^De  during  this  period  that  Lord  Shel- 

claration,  burne,  who  had  now  fucceeded  the  Marquis 
Rockingham  as  Minifter  in  England, 
trick ^nd  General  Fitzpatrick  in  Ireland,  declared, 
ciaration.  “ That  it  was  not  the  intention  of  Miniftry 
to  bring  forward  any  thing  more  on  thfs 
fubjedt:  nor  indeed  could  they,  after  the  re- 
jedtion  of  the  fecond  Refolution  of  the  Britifh 
Parliament  for  a final  adjuflment;  though  it 
appears  by  the  Duke  of  Portland’s  Corre- 
fpondence,*  read  by  Mr.  Pitt  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  lafl:  April,  that  the  Duke  never  loft 
fight  of  the  fecond  Refolution,  nor  omitted  an 

opportunity 
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opportunity  of  fliewing  the  then  popular 
leaders  the  neceflity  of  the  meafure ; and  that 
Lord  Shelburne  ftrongly  approved,  and  ar- 
dently defired  the  accomplifhment  of  the 
objed. 

The  jealoufies  and  difcontents  of  Ireland, 
hufhed  for  a fliort  interval,  but  not  removed, 
now  raged  with  increafing  violence  ; the  inci- 
pient harmony,  whofe  ele^ric  irradiations  had 
fpread  a momentary  gleam  over  the  gloomy 
horizon  -of  Ireland,  was  once  more  overcaft, 
and  threatened  an  approaching  ftorm,  when 
the  good  fenfe  of  Great  Britain  again  conde- 
fcended  to  avert  its  explofion  by  a temperate  or^rBri- 
acquiefcenc'e.  The  declaratory  law,  moved  by 
Lord  Grenville,  then  Mr.  W.  Grenville,  was^^yTci. 
pafled ; and  ihen^  and  not  till  then,  did  the 
Britifh  Parliament  clofe  the  adjuftment  of  the 
firft  of  their  own  Refolutions  of  May  17th, 

1782,  for  the  repeal  of  the  6th  of  Geo.  I.  leav- 
ing the  fecond,  the  eftablifhing  the  connexion  ad  Refoiu- 
between  the  two  kingdoms  on  a foiid  and  per- 
manent  bafis,  to  be  fettled  hereafter. 

On  this  Refolution  has  the  meafure  of  an  In- 
corporated Union  been  propofe^,  which,  in 
as/ar  as  it  has  for  its  objedt  the  eftablilhing 
the  connexion  between  the  two  kingdoms  on  a 
foiid  and  permanent  bafis,  muft  be  allowed  to 
embrace  and  fully  comprehend  the  fenfe  and 
meaning  of  the  Refolution.  Whether  this  be 
the  mode  that  the  Minifler  of  the  day  had  in 
view  at  the  time  it  was  moved,  it  is  perfedlly 
immaterial  to  enquire ; if  that  mode  had  been 
made  public,  which  I believe  it  never  w^as,  it 
could  in  no  wife  have  carried  wdth  it  any  obli- 
gation on  the  prefent  Minifler  to  adopt  it;  the 
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Minifler  who  {lands  charged  with  the  refpcnh- 
bility,  has  an  undoubted  right  to  choofe  the 
mode  in  which  he  incurs  that  refponlibility ; 
and  when  he  has  fubmitted  his  mode  to  difcuf- 
fion,  it  is  open  to  every  objedion,  alteration,  &c. 
But  I think  diflereiuly  of  the  principle,  as 
it  is  neceiTary  to  fhew  a departure  from  that 
principle  to  juftify  an  oppofiiion  to  the  mea- 
fure  now  propofed,  on  the  part  of  thoie  who 
moved  that  Refoiuticn,  which  was  voted  nemine 
contradtcente^  and  which  now  hands  the  recorded 
fenfe  of  Parliament. 

I have  dwelt  on  this  part  longer  than  I 
originally  intended,  but  I hope  it  will  not  be 
without  its  ufe^  Miniilers  will  fee  from  it  on 
what  a hippery  bafts  public  opinion  refls ; how 
evaiiefcent  in  its  duration,  how  giddy  in  its 
decifioRs.  The  people,  if  they  were  neither 
mifled  by  mifreprefentation,  nor  agitated  by 
national  pafTions,  early  prejudices,  and  local 
habits,  are  incapable  of  forming  any  rational 
judgment  on  great  conftitutional  queilions 
and  political  arrangements.  Was  there  ever 
yet  an  inhance  of  any  great  improvement  in 
agriculture,  of  any  ufeful  difcovery  in  manu- 
iadures  or  the  arts,  that,  if  it  deviated  from 
the  ehablilhed  routine,  did  not  meet  with  the 
mod:  obflinate  and  inveterate  oppofition  from, 
the  very  perfons  for  whole  benefit  it  was  in- 
tended ? What  riots  and  diforders  has  not  the 
introdudion  of  machinery  occafioned  among 
our  manufadurers  ? What  national  benefits 
and  improvements  had  not  been  lofl,  if.popular 
clamour  on  thefe  occafions  had  prevailed  over 
more  enlightened  ideas  ? Man  is  the  creature 
of  habit,  and  the  flave  to  prejudice;  and  where' 
thefe  are  thwarted,  time  alone  can  reconcile, 

and 
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and  experience  convince.  What  reafon  has 
the  Minifter  to  expect  that  county  meetings, 
town  halls,  or  corporation  dinners,  are  compe-  - 
tent  to  decide  on  the  refults  and  bearings  of  a 
queftion  of  fuch  magnitude  as  the  Union? 

But,  if  all  the  exertions  that  have  been  ufed  to 
influence  their  predominant  palTions  of  national 
pride,  to  aroufe  their  deep-rooted  prejudices  of 
jealoufy  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  Englifh  Mi- 
niftry,  have  created  a far  lefs  agitation  and 
ferment  than  a variety  of  unimportant  obje£ls 
have  frequently  produced  ; he  may  fairly  con- 
clude, that  the  fenfe  of  the  Irifh  nation  is  not 
adverfe  to  the  meafure ; though  nothing  but 
its  adual  elfedfs  can  prove  to  them  the  mani- 
fold benefits  and  bleflings  with  which  n will  be 
attended. 

Before  I quit  this  firft  part  of  my  fubjeft,  I Rccapiw 
fliall  briefly  recapitulate  the  material  circum- 
fiances  of  the  tranfadions  relative  to  the  repeal 
of  the  6th  of  Geo.  I.  in  1782. 

Firft,  The  King  recommended  to  the  ferious 
eonfideration  of  the  Parliaments  of  both  King- 
doms, to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  jea- 
loufies  and  difeontents  that  then  prevailed  in 
Ireland,  in  order  to  fuch  a final  adjuftmenr, 
as  may  give  mutual  fatisfadion  to  both  king- 
doms. 

Second,  The  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  in 
anfwer,  refolved  to  take  the  fame  into*  their 
moft  ferious  eonfideration  for  the  purpofe  re- 
commended from  the  Throne. 

Third,  The  Irifh  Parliament  declared,  in  an- 
fwer, the  great  and  principal  caufe  of  jealoufy 
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’ and  dlfcontent  to  .be,  the  claim  of  legiflating 
for  Ireland,  fupported  by  the  6th  of  Geo.  I. 
ch.  5.  of  which  they  demanded  the  repeal,  but 
entirely  pafled  by  the  purport  of  the  King’s 
Meflage,  a final  adjufiment^  which  might  give 
fatisfadion  to  both  kingdoms. 

Fourth,  The  Britilh  Parliament,  having  taken 
the  Irifh  Addrefles  into  confideration,  came  to 
two  refolutions.  May  17  : i.  To  repeal  the 

6th  of  Geo.  I. ; and,  2.  To  addrefs  His  Ma- 
jefty  to  take  fuch  meafures,  as  he  fhould  deem 
expedient  for  eftablilhing  the  connexion  be- 
tween the  two  kingdoms  on  a folid  and  per- 
manent bafis. 

Fifth,  \Vhen  thefe  Refolutions  were  com- 
municated with  a Meflage  from  His  Majefty 
to  the  Irifh  Parliament,  they  moved  an  Addrefs, 
May  28,  exprefling  their  fatisfadion,  but  de- 
clining the  invitation  to  eftablifli  the  connexion 
between  the  two  kingdomSj  on  a folid  and  per- 
manent bafis. 

Sixth,  The  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  re- 
pealed the  Ad  6th  of  Geo.  I.  ch.  5. ; and  the 
fecond  Refolution  for  a final  fettlement  re- 
mained unaccompliftied. 

Seventh,  This  repeal  reftored  to  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Ireland  the  powers  it  poflefled  before 
' the  6th  of  Geo.  I.  It  conferred  the  foie  power 
of  legiflating  for  Ireland,  unconditionally  and 
without  reftridion,  and  the  Declaratory  Law 
of  the  next  year  renounced  the  claim  of  rights 
aflerted  in  the  6lh  of  Geo.  I.  on  the  part  of  the 
Britifli  Parliament,  to  legiflate  for  Ireland. 
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Eighth,  The  repeal  of  the  6th  of  George  I. 
can  in  no  fenfe  be  p»-operly  called  a final  fettle- 
ment^  a final  arrangement^  or  a final  adjufment ; 
for,  even  to  the  fingle  and fpcdfic  objecl,  it  was 
not  final  \ mu:h  lefs  can  the  repeal  of  a Britifli 
flatute  by  the  Britifh  Parliament,  the  objedl  of 
which  was  to  give  up  the  right  claimed  by  that 
A£t  to  legiflate  for  Ireland.,  impofe  on  the  Par- 
liament of  that  kingdom  any  difability  or  inca- 
pacity^ in  the  exercife  of  their  legiflative  autho- 
rity. If  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  be,  now, 
under  any  fucb  incapacity,  it  cannot  poflibly  be 
fo  in  confequence  of  this  tranfablion,  for  that 
would  be  averting  it  to  be  ftill  dependent^  after 
being  declared  to  be  independent  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  Paaliament ; and  converting  incapacity  and 
independence  into  fynonimous  terms,  fo  that  no 
argument  for  the  incapacity  of  the  Irifli  Parlia- 
ment to  treat  for  an  Union,  can  be  inferred 
from  the  tranfa^lions  of  1782. 

Eighth,  Whatever  engagement  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain  is  competent  to  contract 
for  Great  Britain,  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  is 
equally  competent  to  contract  for  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland.  As  to  legiflative  .powers  for  their 
refpedive  kingdoms,  they  Hand  on  precifely 
the  fame  footing  : I defy  any  man  to  point  out 
any  real  difference  ; the  queftion  of  Parlia- 
mentary competence  (lands,  of  courfe,  on  the 
fame  footing,  in  both  kingdoms ; and  being 
now  univerfally  admitted  in  Great  Britain,  it 
niuft  be  fo  in  Ireland. 

I fliall  now  proceed  to 
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PART  II. 

The  prefent  Connexion  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland^  ^c,  Ssfr. 

jI  have  hitherto  confined  our  attention  to 
the  ftatement  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Parlia- 
ments of  the  two  kingdoms,  in  refpe6t  to  the 
repeal  of  the  6th  of  Geo.  I.  It  will  be  now 
very  material  to  give  a flight  view  of  the  temper 
Ireland  at  the  time,  with  a few  circumftances^ 
that  preceded ; in  order  to  enable  us  to  form 
a more  corredl  judgment  of  the  confequences 
that  have  followed  that  tranfadion,  which  will 
ever  ftand  a memorable  sera  in  the  hiftory  of 
Ireland. 

Acceffionof  From  the  accellion  of  His  prefent  Majefty, 
His  prefent  Ireland  had  begun  to  rife  into  increafing  con- 

Majefty.  p P . p ° , 

Spirit  of  lequcnce ; a Ipirit  or  improvement  was  eagerly 
Improve-  cxcrtcd,  and  had  made  a confiderable  progrefs 
’ in  agriculture,  which  had  before  been  almofl:, 
if  not  entirely,  negleded  ; great  attention  had 
been  paid  to  open  roads  and  conftrud  canals  ; 
and  induilry  and  manufadures  began  to  Ihew 
checked  fcv  ’ wlieii  the  American  war  unfor- 

the  Amc- ' tunately  gave  a check  to  all  the  inflmt  initi- 
ricanwar.  ^utions,  and  occafioned  great  difirefs  in  a coun- 
try, where  the  little  capital  they  had  been  pof- 
' felled  of,  had  not  yet  produced  returns  to  enable 
them  to  fupport  the  fhock. 

Confequen-  Together  with  this  fpirit  of  improvement,  a 
fpirit  of  political  inquiry  and  improvement  of 
Difeontents  the  Conflitution  had  gone  abroad  ; the  relative 
fituation  of  the  two  kingdoms  had  been  dif- 
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cuffed;  the  impolicy  and  injuflice  of  com- 
mercial  and  conftitutional  reflraints,  impofed  conftituti- 
by  Great  Britain  on  Ireland,  had  been  ^^pro- 
bated  and  condemned ; a very  general  diffatis- 
faction  had  pervaded  the  kingdom,  when  the 
American  vrar  broke  out,  rapuitque  in  fomite 
fiammanu  There  had  been,  at  all  times,  a con- 
fiderable  degree  of  intercourfe  between  the 
Cromwellian  Diffenters  in  the  North,  and  the 
Independents  of  New  England;  a common  caufc  cans  in  the 
now  drew  the  connexion  clofer,  and  the  fuccefs 
of  America  was  eagerly  anticipated,  as  the  fa- 
vourable moment  to  give  effect  to  the  claims  of 
Ireland.  The  opporiunity  was  accordingly 
feized  with  vigour ; the  People  complained, 
the  Volunteers  refolved,  the  Parliament  remon- 
ftrated  ; and  Great  Britain,  taught  wifdoin  by 
the  experience  of  America,  complied  with  their 
demands.  If  the  condu6t  of  Great  Britain  Condua  of 
towards  Ireland  had  hitherto  been  impolitic  tain, 
and  indefenfible  ; it  mull  be  allowed  that,  oh 
this  occafion,  it  was  generous  and  liberal ; 
though  Ireland  aferibed  this  change  of  fyflem  , 
to  the  weaknefs  of  Great  Britain,  and  her 
own  (Irength,  at  the  moment  ; and  the  exten- 
fion  of  her  trade  in  1778  and  1779,  as  well 
as  the  grant  of  free  trade  in  1780,  were  re- 
ceived rather  as  aCls  of  reltitution,  than  of  fa- 
vour : infomuch  that,  in  1782,  the  jealouiies 
and  difeontents  ran  higher  than  ever;  andfreflidif- 
though  they  were  fufpended  for  a fliort  inter- 
val  by  the  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  A6^,  they 
foon  burll  our  with  frefli  vigour,  and  raged 
with  increafed  force ; lb  that  when  the  Decla-  again, 
ratory  Acd:,  wdiich  had  been  regarded  as  the 
caufe  of  the  ferment,  was  actually  paffed  by  the 
Britifli  Pariiameiu,  they  were  furprifed  to  find, 
that  it  excited  no  fenfe  of  obligation,  produced 
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no  expreffioii  ot  latisfaftiuii.  The  public  mind 
had  been  fooled  io  the  bent ; the  elaftic  power, 
that  fhould  have  reftored  cordiality  and  affec- 
BifHdcnce,  jq  Qigat  Britain,  was  gone;  and  diffidence 
and  dihrufl,  the  parents  of  every  difcordant 
paffion,  had  iifurped  their  place. 

rxcmpiifi-  *7^5  hofUle  difpofitions  took  the 

cd  8 j,  alarm  at  the  appearance  of  engagement  with 
Great  Britain,  or  a focial  compad:  for  identity, 
in  public  tranladions  with  foreign  ftates ; and 
in  1789,  for  the  regulation  of  commerce.  In  1789  they 
ilimulated  to  a line  of  conduct,  different  to 
in  179S,  that  of  the  Britiffi  Parliament.  They  have  fince 
fown  the  feeds  of  infurre(^ion  and  rebellion ; 
in  i?oo.  they,  at  this  moment,  are  labouring,  with 

undiminiffied  acrimony,  to  prevent  an  Union 
of  the  two  kingdoms  ; which  their  baneful  ope- 
rations, and  fatal  effefls,  have  rendered  indif- 
penfably  neceffary  ; as  the  only  meafure  capable 
to  eradicate  and  extingiiifli  them  for  ever, 


Inducement 
to  Union. 


This  is  the  great  inducement  for  an  Incor- 
porate Union ; the  neceffity  for  which  meafure 
will  appear  conhrmed  by  every  view  of  the 
prefent  connexion  between  the  two  kingdoms ; 
as  well  as  from  the  internal  flate  of  Ireland 
itfelf. 


But  before  I proceed,  I mull  not  omit  the 
opportunity  of  paying  my  tribute  of  approba- 
VoiuiitffTs  lion  to  the  Volunteer  Affociations  of  Ireland, 
^Ireland.  f^Qt  and  encou- 

raged by  the  very  men  who  foflered  repub- 
lican principles  in  the  American  war  ; and  v«^ho 
have  been  the  apollles  of  Jacobiiiifm,  fmee  the 
French  Revolution.  On  the  former  cccafion, 
their  projeds  of  iiifurreClion  were  difappointed 
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by  the  firmnefs  of  the  very  men,  whom  they 
hoped  to  have  made  the  engines  of  their  def- 
perate  vie\vs.  The  Volunteers  of  Ireland  pre- 
ferved  internal  peace  ; by  their  example  and 
coiidud,  they  introduced  order  and  fubordina-  - 
tion;  they  refpeded  and  executed  the  laws,  in 
a manner  that  has  never  been  feen  in  Ireland, 
either  before  or  fince  : confcious  of  their  own 
ftrength,  they  did  not  abufe  it.  If  they  inti- 
midated the  Britiih  Minifter,  they  were  formi- 
dable only  to  the  enemies  of  their  King  and 
their  country ; vigorous,  and  fometimes  violent  , 
in  their  refolutions,  but  always  temperate  in 
their  condud:. 

Neither  would  I impute  any  criminal  in- 
tention to  thofe  very  men,  who  obftruded  a 
final  fettlement  between  the  two  kingdoms  in 
1782  ; for,  at  the  moment  that  they  talked  to 
their  countrymen  of  the  infeparable  interefts  of 
the  two  kingdoms,  and  profeffed  attachment 
and  affedion  ; it  was  plain  that  they  were  the 
Haves  of  the  meanefl  diltrufl  and  jealoufy,  which 
prevented  them  from  fubmitting  their  claims  to 
a final  adjufiment;  even  with  their  own  friends. 

Thofe  whom  they  trufted  as  men,  they  diftrufted 
as  Englifhmen. 

Another  reafon  that  might  h^ve,  in  part, 
contributed  to  lo  extraordinary  a conduct,  may 
have  been,  that  they  were  no  fooncr  raifed  to 
the  Minillry,  and  enjoyed  the  confidence  of 
Government,  than  they  found  that  they  had 
left  the  confidence  of  the  people.  And,  when  oanger  ©t 
they  afterwards  attempted  to  direct  the  people, 
and  told  them  to  be  fatisfied,  and  to  ft  op  de- 
mand ; they  wer^  treated  as  traitors  and  be- 
trayers of  their  country,  they  were  overborne 
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by  the  popular  torrent,  and  then  found  how 
dangerous  it  is  to  excite  the  people,  and  how 
impofTible  for  any  man,  or  fet  of  men,  to  ftop 
their  courfe,  when  they  have  been  excited,  and 
put  in  motion,  or  to  pretend  to  fay.  So  far  (hall 
ye  go,  and  no  farther.  Let  the  men,  who  now 
excite  to  refiftance,  take  an  ufeful  leflbn  from 
the  events  of  1782,  ftill  more,  from  the  more 
recent  fate  of  the  leaders  of  the  French  Revo- 
lution ; twenty-one  of  whom  were,  in  one 
morning,  lent  to  the  guillotine,  for  attempting 
to  check  the  fanguinary  ferocity  of  their  former 
alTociate  Robefpierre. 

Perhaps,  too,  the  period  had  not,  then,  ar- 
rived for  a permanent  arrangement  between 
the  two  kingdoms ; that  the  overweening  con- 
ceit and  national  pride  engendered  by  what 
was  Ityled  a victory  achieved  over  Great  Bri- 
tain, was  not  a period  favourable  for  treaty. 
Perhaps  it  was  decreed,  by  the  all-wife  Difpofer 
of  human  events,  that  popular  extravagance 
fhould  run  its  natural  courfe  to  anarchy  and 
confufion ; that  the  injufficiency  of  the  boafted 
meafure  of  Parliamentary  Independence  fhould 
be  recorded^  to  all  ages,  in  indelible  chara6lers  of 
blood ; in  order  to  pave  the  way  for  the  meafure 
of  Union  ; by  which  the  wounds  of  a bleeding 
country  may  be  healed,  and  peace  and  order, 
profperity  and  fecurity,  be  eflablifhed  to  fuc- 
ceeding  generations. 

Great  inconveniencies  have,  at  all  times, 
arifen  from  the  inaccuracy  of  language,  and  the 
abufe  of  terms ; and  I know  no  inlfance,  where 
greater  mifehiefs  have  flowed  from  this  fource, 
than  in  tlie  pradica!  conflruclions  given  to  the 
term  Irijh  independence  ; which,  in  its  only  juft 
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fenfe,  was  confined  to  the  independent  power  of 
Parliament  to  legiflate  for  that  kingdom ; but 
has,  fince,  been  drained,  by  the  cabals  of  fac- 
tious and  defigning  men,  to  every  purpofe  of 
infubordination,  fedition,  and  infurredion.  It 
has  been  made  a cover  for  every  crime ; and  a 
j uftification  of  every  wild  pretenfion,  advanced 
in  defiance  of  law,  to  the  fubverfion  of  the 
conftitution,  and  the  deftru^lion  of  govern- 
ment. 

But,  with  all  thefe  fatal  confequences  before 
my  eyes,  I do  not  recommend  the  deftru6lion 
of  the  power,  as  a corredive  of  the  abufe : I 
do  not  wifh  Irifh  independence  to  be  abolifhed, 
but  to  be  merged  in  an  Union  from  which  it 
would  derive  additional  ftrength  and  vigour; 
and  be  fo  blended  and  incorporated,  as  to  pre- 
ferve  all  its  healthful  and  falutary  qualities; 
diverted  of  the  poifonous  and  deleterious  fhoots, 
that  have  fprung  from  its  roots,  or  grown  up 
under  its  fhade. 

This  naturally  leads  me  back  to  the  prefent  Prefent 
objcft  of  inquiry,  the  political  fituation  of  Ire- 
land — firft,  as  dependent  on  the  Crown  of 
England  ; and,  fecond,  as  conneded  with  Great 
Britain. 

The  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  as  dc- 
rtand,  as  two  dirtinft  branches  of  one  empire 
or  rtate  ; with  feparate  and  independent  Parlia- of  Great 
ments,  and  the  fame  common  King,  or  Execu- 
tive  Power. 

Without  wandering  back  to  the  darker  ages 
of  Irifh  hirtory,  under  its  hundreds  of  kings 
and  princes,  or  inquiring  whether  Plenry  the 
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Second’s  title  arofe  from  conqucH;  or  compad ; 
it  is  fufficient  to  fay,  that  the  legal  right  of  the 
Englifli  Crown  to  the  dominion  of  Ireland, 
reds  on  the  Act  of  Annexation  in  the 
tion.  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  In  theory,  no  right  can 
be  more  fimple  or  more  complete.  In  praftice, 
whenever  doubts  and  difagreements  have  come 
to  iflue,  the  quefiion  has  ever  been,  as  it  ever 
muft  be,  decided  by  an  appeal  to  arms.. 

Since  the  year  1782,  we  behold  two  king- 
doms, with  one  King  or  Executive  Power  5 in 
whofe  hands  the  Conflitution  has  placed  the 
right  of  making  war  and  peace  ; of  entering 
into  treaties,  and  forming  alliances  with  fo- 
Unity  of  reign  dates.  The  umty  of  government  is  indif- 
powers  penfably  neceffary  to  the  exiltence  of  every  date. 
If  there  exilts  in  the  fame  date,  a power  to 
accept,  and  another  power  to  rejed  ; there  may' 
be  a temporary  acquiefcence  on  the  fame  fub- 
je(T  ; but  there  can  be  no  fecurity  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  unity  of  a£lion,  on  which  the 
exidence  of  the  date  itfelf  depends.  There 
would  be  an  inherent  vice  in  fuch  a condiuition 
which  no  correflive  could  reach. 

M’conftent  This  vice  actually  exids  in  the  prefent  con- 
PaUiamJms^ of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  where  two 
Parliaments,  poffefied  of  independent  powers, 
are  to  judge  and  decide  on  the  meafures  of  the 
fame  Executive  Government  and  the  common 
iniereds  of  the  hate.  If  we  were  to  admit, 
what  is  by  no  means  the  cafe,  where  a didincl 
and  feparate  exidence  mud  create  a difference 
of  local  intereds,  that  the  great  and  true  in- 
tereds  of  thefe  two  kingdoms  fhould  be  always 
the  fame  ; who  can  pretend  to  fay,  that  their 
feporvaie  Parlinments  lhall  be,  on  ail  cccafions, 
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aftuated  by  their  great  and  real  interefts  ? Po- 
pular afTemblies  are  fubje£t  to  a variety  of  paf- 
fions  capable  to  occafion  a deviation,  from  a 
thoufand  caufes ; and  any  one  of  thefe  may 
operate  a difagreemcnt,  which  might  ultimately 
deftroy  their  connexion.  If  we  would  preferve  Remove 
the  State,  this  vice  muft  be  removed ; and  there 
is  but  one  poflible  mode,  in  which  it  can  be 
removed ; which  is  by  reducing  the  two  deli- 
berative powers  into  one ; and  thus  conftituting 
an  Unity  in  the  Legiflative  Power,  as  in  the 
Executive. 

If  it  be  alleged  that  this  inconvenience  has 
not  yet  happened,  and  that  it  is  not  likely  to 
happen ; I anfwer,  that  the  acknowledged  weak- 
nefs  and  inferiority  of  Ireland,  dependent  on 
Great  Britain  on  all  occafions,  for  protedion  5 
and  by  habit,  accuftomed  to  fubmit  to  fubordi- 
nation ; has  hitherto  preferved  the  connexion  : 
and  in  moft  cafes,  fecured  an  unity  in  the 
exercife  of  their  different  powers.  But  thefe 
caufes  have  either  entirely  ceafed,  or  are  daily 
lofing  their  force,  and  changing  the  courfe  of 
their  operation  fince  the  year  1782,  and  the  in- 
dependence of  the  Irifh  Parliament. 

The  prerogative  of  the  Crown  is  conflitu-  Prerogative 
tionally  fubmitted  to  the  control  of  Parliament ; 
but  cannot  be  under  the  control  of  tzvo  differ-^ 
ent  Parliaments ; without  contradidion  and 
difunion;  except  thefe  two  Parliaments  could 
always  be  of  the  fame  mind  : and  who  fhall 
pretend  to  give  alfurance  of  their  being  fo  ? It 
is  at  lead  equally  probable,  that  two  free 
agents  may  differ  in  opinion ; and  between 
kingdoms,  what  mufl  be  the  confequence  ? A 
treaty  of  peace  may  be  approved  in  Great  Bri-  as  to  peace, 
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tain,  and  rejected  in  Ireland : is  Great  Britain 
to  conclude  a peace,  and  Ireland  to  continue  at 
war  ? or,  is  the  abfurdity  fo  manifell:,  as  to 
compel  the  advocates  for  Irifh  Independence  to 
confefs,  that,  in  fuch  a cafe,  the  Irifli  Parlia- 
ment mud,  of  courfe,  abandon  the  exercife  of 
their  powers,  and  adopt  the  proceeding  of 
Great  Britain  ? 

I will  illudrate  this  dill’  farther  by  another 
fuppofition,  and  put  the  cafe,  that  the  Britifh 
Parliament  had  difapproved  the  articles  of  a 
treaty,  fubmitted  to  their  confideration,  and 
that  it  fhould  be  rcjedcd  in  confequence. 
Would  the  independent  Parliament  of  Ireland  , 
exped,  that  the  rejeded  treaty  fhould  be  fub- 
mitted to  their  confideration  ? or  would  they, 
in  fuch  a cafe,  fubmit  to  have  their  decifion 
concluded  by  the  vote  of  the  Britifh  Parlia- 
ment ? If  the  Minidry  in  1783  had  been  def- 
perate  enough  to  appeal  from  the  Britifh  Par- 
liament to  the  Irifh  Parliament,  indead  of  giv- 
ing way,  the  cafe  might  adually  have  occurred, 
and  might  have  produced  very  ferious  confe- 
quences. 

But  the  cafe  of  war  will  appear  infinitely 
dronger,  and  I will  give  it  in  the  w^ords  of 
Mr.  Foder,  who  has  reduced  the  effed  as  low 
as  it  could  podibly  be  dated ; but  dill  it  will 
be  found  to  involve  confequences  of  the  mod 
calamitous  kind.  Suppofe,”  fays  that  Gen- 
tleman, “ the  Britifh  Parliament  to  approve  a 
war,  and  that  Ireland  fliould  difapprove;  the 
onfy  difficulty  wffiich  this  difference  of  fentiment 
could  create,  w^ould  be,  that  the  one  wffio  dif- 
approved, might  withhold  its  fupplies,  until  good 
fenfe  drould  induce  it  to  acquiefce.’^ 
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So  far  we  mufl  allow  that  Mr.  Fofter  confi- 
ders  the  fubjcd,  rather  as  a financier,  than  as 
a ftatefman.  The  flopping  the  fupplies  would 
undoubtedly  be  the  firfl  confequence  of  fuch 
difapprobation ; but  the  infallible  confequence 
of  withholding  the  fupplies,  on  fuch  a ground, 
mufl  be  a reparation  of  the  two  kingdoms,  or 
an  armed  contefl ; which  mufl  end  with  the 
lofs  of  liberty  to  one  of  the  two,  and  could  not 
fail  of  producing  the  greatefl  calamities  to 
both. 

If,  in  this  prefent  war  with  France,  the  Par- 
liament had  refufed  the  fupplies,  would  not 
fuch  a refufal  have  been  viewed,  by  Great  Bri- 
tain, as  an  a£l  of  hoflility  ? Situated  as  Ireland 
is,  is  it  pofTible  for  her  to  preferve  a neutrality, 
while  England  is  engaged  in  war  ? .She  mufl 
have  made  her  option  between  Great  Britain 
and  France.  But  the  confequences  of  a con- 
nexion with  France  have  been  fo  ably  deli- 
vered by  Lord  Minto,  from  page  6o  to  page  68 
of  his  Speech,  that  I had  much  rather  refer  to  it, 
than  injure  the  caufe  by  a feeble  attempt  at  imi- 
tation. 

It  would  be  injuflice  to  the  Parliament  of 
Ireland,  not  to  acknowdedge  that  her  condu6l, 
during  the  prefent  contefl,  has  been  irreproach- 
able ; and  much  freer  from  violence  and  inflam- 
matory declamations  than  for  many  years  be- 
I fore.  But  may  not  this  have  been  in  a great 
I meafure  owing,  partly  to  every  jufl  caufe  of 
complaint  being  removed,  and  partly  to  fome  of 
the  mofl  violent  Members  in  former  Parlia- 
ments having,  in  confequence,  withdrawn  them- 
felves  from  this  ? On  a future  occafion,  might 
not  this  cafe  be  reverfed,  and  a combination  of 
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fadious  and  ambitious  innovators  influence  the 
Parliament  to  an  oppofite  conduct  ? 

The  circumftance  of  the  King  of  Ireland  rc- 
fiding  in  England,  and  a61ing  in  that  capacity 
under  the  advice  of  a Britifti  Cabinet,  ever  has 
been,  and  continues  to  be,  more  and  more  every 
day,  a fourcc  of  jealoufy  to  Ireland;  as  the  Great 
Seal  of  Britain,  being  neceflary  to  legalize  the 
Ads  of  the  Irifh  Parliament,  is  felt  as  a mark  of 
inferiority,  galling  to  the  pride  and  pretenfions 
of  her  now  independent  condition. 

If  thefe  circumflances  are  impatiently  fub- 
mitted  to,  at  the  prefent  moment ; will  they  not 
operate  with  increafing  force  as  Ireland  advances 
in  wealth,  ftrength,  and  confequence  ? Is  it  not 
in  the  nature  of  the  human  mind  to  afpire  to 
Equality  ? 

Nil  aftum  putans,  dura  quid  fupereCTet  agendum. 

Indeed  the  hiftory  of  Ireland,  for  the  laft 
thirty-five  years,  would  exhibit  but  one  conti- 
nued political  confiid  with  Great  Britain ; in 
which  conceflion  has  inceffantly  bred  new  de- 
mand ; and,  when  Great  Britain  had  nothing 
farther  to  grant  to  allay  the  craving  of  this  in- 
fatiate  appetite,  (lie  herfelf  became  the  griev- 
ance, and  Ireland  flew  to  arms  to  rid  herfelf  of 
Britifli  connexion.  The  individuals  who,  dur- 
ing tfiis  period,  have  occafionally  excited  this 
fpirit  in  the  people,  have  in  their  turns  ex- 
prefled  perfed  fatisfadion  with  the  liberal  con- 
duct of  Great  Britain ; but  they  have  never 
been  able  to  flop  the  current  of  jealoufy  and  dif- 
fatisfaclion  which  they  had  contributed  to  raife, 
and  which,  imperceptibly  but  invariably,  has 
been  carrying  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  from 
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Britifti  connexion ; and  if  not  countera6led  by 
an  Incorporate  Union,  mufl:,  certainly,  and  , 
nioft  probably  at  no  very  diftant  period,  termi- 
nate in  total  reparation. 

Thefe  are  fohie  of  the  circumftances,  that 
tend  to  reparation;  arifing  from  the  depend- 
ence of  Ireland  on  the  Crown  of  England.  I 
(hall  now  proceed  to  view  her  as  connedled  in 
commercial  tranfadlions  with  Great  Britain ; 
where  the  neceflity  of  Union  will  appear  ftill 
more  apparent  for  the  regulation  of  trade ; conLaed 
which  is  now  become  a moll  important  objed  with  the 
to  the  kingdom  at  large ; though  the  right,  by  Ha“entte' 
which  it  is  held,  has  never  been  clearly  afcer-  regulation 
tained  ; and  explanation,  on  this  moft  import- 
ant  point,  has  been  ftudioufly  evaded  ; as  if  to 
refervc  it  as  a fruitful  fource  of  jealoufy  and  • 
diffatisfadion  for  hereafter.  Accordingly  we 
find  various  interpretations  have  been  given, 
and  a variety  of  pretenfions  fet  up ; which  ever 
muft  be  the  cafe  in  unafcertained  claims. 

Mr.  Fofter,  by  the  weight  and  authority  of  his 
name,  has  greatly  contributed  to  generate,  in 
the  minds  of  his  countrymen,  erroneous  ideas 
on  this  important  and  interefiing  fubjed ; by 
every  where  talking  of  the  rights  of  Ireland  to 
a free  trade,  withoiit  any  where  informing 
them  of  the  true  nature  of  thofe  rights ^ or  from 
whence  derived. 

The  foreign  trade  of  Ireland  may  be  divided  Trade  with 
into  two  branches;  the  firfi,  that  carried  on  with  foreign 
foreign  ftates,  which  is  held  and  enjoyed  as  a 
member  of  the  Britifli  empire,  under  treaties 
contraded  by  the  Crown,  with  thefe  dates  : 
and  the  fecond  with  the  Britifh  colonies,  plan- with  colo- 
tations,  and  fettlements ; held  by  grant  iTom 
, Great 
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Great  Britain,  under  a variety  of  laws  paffed  in 
the  Parliament  of  that  kingdom. 

It  is  evident,  then,  that  the  right  of  Ireland 
to  this  fecond  branch,  refts  on  the  nature  of  the 
grant ; that  the  charter  is  in  the  records  of  the 
Britilh  Parliament ; and,  that  Ireland,  or  the 
Irifh  Parliament,  can  have  no  power  to  explain, 
amend,  or  extend. 

Before  1780,  feveral  indulgences  had  been 
’ granted  to  the  trade  of  Ireland,  but  in  that  year 
the  famous  A6l  of  the  20th  of  Geo.  111.  ch.  10. 
known  by  the  title  of  the  Grant  of  Free  Trade^ 
was  paffed ; which,  after  reciting  the  grant  to 
Ireland,  of  a full  participation  in  the  trade  of 
Great  Britain,  with  Britifli  America,  and  the 
Britifh  fettlements  in  America,  or  Africa,  has 
the  following  claufe,  hating  the  conditions  and 
terms  on  which  the  grant  was  made,  and  to  be 
enjoyed : 

“ Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  further 
enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  the  im- 
portation and  exportation  allowed  by  this  Act, 
fhall  commence  from,  and  as  foon,  and  fhall 
have  continuance  fo  long,  and  in  fuch  refpec- 
tive  cafes  only,  as  the  goods,  or  any  of  them, 
which  are  hereby  allowed  to  be  imported  from 
the  faid  colonies,  plantations,  or  fettlements, 
into  Ireland,  or  to  be  exported  from  lreland 
into  the  faid  colonies,  plantations,  or  fettle- 
ments, (hall  be  liable,  by  Tome  Ad  or  Ads  of 
Parliament  to  be  made  in  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land, to  equal  duties  and  drawbacks^  and  fhall 
be  made  fubjed  to  the  fame  fecurities^  regulations  ^ 
and  rejiridions^  in  all  other  refpeds,  as  the  like 
goods  now  are^  or  hereafter  may  be^  liable 
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and  fubjeci:  to  upon  being  imported  from  the 
faid  colonies,  plantations,  or  fettlements,  into 
Great  Britain,  or  exported  from  thence  to  fuch 
colonies,  plantations,  or  fettlements,  refpec- 
tively;  in  the  confideration  of  which  equal 
duties  and  drawbacks,  See,  Sec,” 

By  this  Ad,  the  Britilh  Parliament  referved 
to  itfelf  the  power  of  regulation  in  all  time  tOof  Pariia- 
come;  but  left  to  Ireland  the  choice  to  follow 
her  regulations ; or  to  give  up  a fhare  in  the 
trade.  But  the  condud  of  the  Irifh  Parliament,  Conduft  of 
even  on  this  memorable  occafion,  is  not  a little 
remarkable : they  palfed  a law,  in  compliance 
with  the  above,  enading  the  impofitions,  re- 
gulations, and  reftridions,  required  by  the 
Britifli  Ad ; but  without  reciting,  or  recognif- 
ing,  the  power  referved  by  the  Britifh  Parlia- 
ment to  regulate  in  future : the  preamble  being, 

“ Whereas  it  is  deemed  reafonable,  and  for 
the  advancement  of  trade  and  encouragement 
of  manufadures,  that  all  goods,  &c.”  Irifh  Sta- 
tute, 2oth  of  Geo.  III.  ch.  4. 

I do  not  fay  that  this  w^as  purpofely  omitted, 
with  a view  to  create  doubt  or  ambiguity  as  to 
the  power  of  legiflation  ; though,  as  it  nov/ 
hands,  it  undoubtedly  has  that  effed ; but  it 
was,  even  at  the  moment  of  receiving  a favour, 
a fignal  proof  of  the  jealoufy  of  the  Irifh  Par- 
liament, which  refufed  to  acknowledge  the  fu- 
periority  of  the  Britifh  Parliament  even  over 
their  own  immediate  concerns. 

Under  this  Ad,  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  has  Right  of 
an  abfoluie  and  unlimited  rizht  to  a free  trade  ; ^ 
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joyed, by  being  made  liable,  by  her  own  Par- 
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liament,  to  equal  duties  and  drawbacks ^ and  fuh^ 
jc6l  to  the  fame  fecurities^  regulations^  and  rejlric- 
tionsy  in  all  other  refpeds^  as  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain  fhall,  from  time  to  time,  think  fit 
to  enadl.  It  is  unneceffary  to  add,  that  Ireland 
enjoys  this  right  merely  in  confequence  of  this 
grant,  as  a member  of  the  Britilh  empire;  and 
would  forfeit  the  right  by  hoftility  or  fepa* 
ration. 

Here  then  we  fee,  that  the  Britifh  Parlia- 
ment poflefles  the  exclufive  right  of  regulating 
an  extenfive  branch  of  the  trade  of  Ireland. 
But  this  is  not  all.  By  the  power  of  impofing 
additional  duties,  flie  has  an  indirect  power  of 
taxing  Ireland  alfo  : the  taxes,  indeed,  lb  raifed, 
mull  be  by  her  own  Parliament ; and  would  be 
at  their  difpofal : but  if  not  impofed,  in  confe- 
quence of  the  A£t  of  the  Britilh  Parliament, 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland  would  forfeit  the  branch 
or  branches  of  trade,  on  which  they  had  been 
laid  by  the  Britifh  Parliament ; not  for  ever, 
but  until  the  Irilh  Parliament  impofed  the 
fame  duties,  and  fimilar  regulations,  reftric- 
tions,  &c. 

Whoever  reflefts  on  the  nature  of  two  inde- 
pendent Parliaments,  and  confidcrs  the  ftate  in 
which  this  great  queftion,  involving  the  molt 
efl'ential  interefls  of  the  two  kingdoms,  has 
been  left ; with  a right  of  taxation  and  regula- 
tion in  the  one  Parliament ; acquiefced  in,  but 
not  acknowledged  by  the  other ; and  further 
takes  into  the  account  the  jealoufy  Ihown  by 
the  Irifli  Parliament,  even  at  the  time  of  re- 
ceiving the  grant;  will  readily  perceive  a- fer- 
tile and  alarming  fource  of  jealoufy  and  dif- 
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fatisfaftion,  which  never  can  be  removed,  but 
by  an  United  Parliament. 

But  to  delay  applying  a preventive  to  the 
mifchiefs  that  may  be  expeded  to  arife  from  the 
prefent  ftate  of  this  queftion,  would  be  a very 
culpable  imprudence ; or  to  depend  that  a very 
probable  event  will  never  happen,  becaufe  it 
has  not  hitherto  taken  place,  is  too  weak  to 
call  for  any  anfwer.  The  experience  of  ages 
, would,  in  fuch  a cafe,  be  no  argument ; for  it 
might  happen  on  the  next  occafion  that  oc- 
curred. In  the  prefent  queftion,  however,  even 
this  femblance  of  reafoning  is  wanting ; for  the 
Irilh  Parliament  has,  on  various  occafions,  dif- 
fered on  matters  of  common  import,  with  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain ; and  if  no  bad 
confequcnces  have  followed,  it  mull  be  im- 
puted, more  to  the  temper  of  the  one,  than  the 
prudence  and  diferetion  of  the  other. 

It  did  happen  on  the  queftion  of  the  regency,  DifFerent 
in  1780;  when  the  Irifh  Parliament  exercifed 

. ' ^ , , i*jir  j.in  Bntifli 

Its  powers  m a manner  that  laid  the  foundation  and  irifh 
for  very  ferious  difeufiions  with  the  Parliament  P^riia- 
of  Great  Britain.  If  the  temporary  indifpofi- 
tion  of  the  King  produced,  in  the  firfl  inftance, 
lb  material  a deviation  from  the  proceedings  in  - 
the  Britifh  Parliament ; and  fo  eflential  a dif- 
ference in  the  powers,  with  which  the  regency 
was  to  have  been  inverted  in  the  two  kingdoms; 
who  will  pretend  to  fay,  to  w’hat  greater  lengths 
the  difference  might  have  been  carried,  if  the 
recovery  of  our  gracious  Sovereign  had  not 
prevented  the  queftion  from  coming  to  a de- 
cifion  ? 
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10  1782,  fecond  inftance  is  to  be  found  in  the  pro- 

ceedings of  1782,  on  which  occafion  W'e  have 
fecn,  that  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  evaded,  or, 
as  Mr.  Grattan  fays,  rej'eded  a propofition  for 
a final  fettlement,  though  recommended  by 
two  different  meffages  from  the  Throne;  and  a 
in  1799.  found  in  the  Addrefs  of  the  Com- 

mons to  His  Majefty,  in  anfwer  to  the  fpeech 
from  the  Throne,  at  the  opening  of  the  laft 
Seflion  ; in  which  they  not -only  omitted  taking 
any  notice  of  .the  mofl  important  point  of  His 
Majefly^s  fpeech,  an  Union  of  the  two  king- 
doms, but  Ifruck  out  of  their  Addrefs  the  para- 
graph that  related  to  it. 

I will  not  flop  to  inquire,  if  fuch  a condud 
was  dignified  or  parliamentary  in  itfelf ; or  du- 
tiful and  refpedful  to  the  Crown : but  it  de- 
Terves  to  be  mofl  particularly  brought  forwards 
to  view,  as  a proof,  the  mofl  pofitive  and  fa- 
tisfaclory,  of  a great  and  important  fad  ; to 
which  I now  wilh  to  call  the  attention  of  my 
reader  ; that  the  powers  of  the  Crowm,  which  is 
Powers  of  now  the' only  bond  of  connexion  between  the  two 
the  are  too  weak  to  enfure  refped  to  it- 

bond  of  felf,  or  to  preferve  a co-operation  becw'een  the 
coni^xion,  Parliaments  in  great  emergencies,  or  iin- 

infufficient;  n.*  l i.  1 • /i 

portant  queltions ; where  the  general  intereits 
of  the  empire  are  equally  concerned,  and  where 
co-operaiion  is  effential  to  their  very  exiflence. 

Our  Conflitution  has  wifely  encircled  the  _ 
Crown  with  prerogative,  and  flrengthened  it 
with  patronage  and  influence,  in  order  to  ren- 
der it  eflicient  as  a branch  of  the  legiflative 
power,  not  only  to  fupport  it  in  regular  con- 
lefts  with  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  but 

againft 
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again fl  the  more  irregular  and  violent  aiSaults 
of  civil  commotion  and  infurreflion. 

In  order  that  the  powers  of  the  Crown  may 
be  adequate  to  thefe  conftitutional  objefts,  they 
muft,  at  all  times,  be  in  proportion  to  the 
power  of  the  other  branches  of  the  Legiilature, 
and  to  the  ftrength  of  the  people  whom  it  is 
appointed  to  govern.  It  is  evident  that  when 
the  Parliament  of  Ireland  acquired  new  powers, 
and  an  independence  which  has  a natural  tend- 
ency to  feparation,  the  power  of  the  only  re- 
maining bond  of  connexion  ought,  in  prudence, 
to  have  been  made  proportionally  ftronger ; 
but  this  has  been  fo  far  from  being  the  cafe,  that 
we  /hall  find  it  has  been  made  proportionally 
weaker  ; for  after  every  thing  had  been  gained  reduced  m 
for  commerce  and  conftitution,  and  that  Par- 
liament  had  repeatedly  declared,  that  no  con- 
ftitutional  queftion  would  exift  to  difiurb  the 
harmony ; the  Iri/h  Parliament  direfled  its  at- 
tacks againft  the  Crown  itfelf,  as  ihe  laft  bul- 
wark that  remained  to  be  deftroyed,  the  laft 
grievance  that  excited  their  jealoufy  and  di/Ta- 
tisfadion.  Was  the  intention  to  weaken  the 
connexion  by  weakening  the  only  power  on 
which  it  depended  ? or  was  it  the  effed  of  a 
reftlefs  fpirit  of  oppofition,  hunting  for  mea- 
fures  to  diftrefs  Government,  and  to  revive^  the 
dying  fparks  of  their  expiring  popularity!^  But 
above  all,  to  what  fecret  fprings  and  underhand 
workings  /hall  we  afcribe  the  fuccefs  obtained 
over  the  Crown  by  a handful  of  men,  who 
had  ceafed  to  be  formidable  from  having  loft 
their  confequeiice  with  the  people  ? If  the  for- 
trefs  could  not  have  been  taken  by  a/i'ault,  it 
could  only  have  been  by  a voluntary  furrendef, 
or  by  an  underftanding  with  the  garrifon  : — if 

the 
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the  articles  of  capitulation  fecured  very  great  and 
valuable  advantages  to  the  garrifon-  at  the  ex- 
penfe  of  the  governor,  there  would  at  Icaft  be 
a ftrong  prefumption  of  a fecret  underftanding. 
Place  Bill.  Be  this  as  it  may,  in  the  year  1793  ^ Place  Bill 
Penfion  do.  was  paffed,  and  a Penfion  Bill,  in  which  His 
Majefty  was  made  to  farrender,  during  his  life, 
the  hereditary  revenue  fettled  on  the  Crown  at 
the  Reftoration,  accepting  in  lieu  thereof  a 
Civil  Lift  Eftablifhment  of  145,000/.,  and  a 
Penfion  Lift  of  80,000/. ; but  the  Act  of  1795, 
Rcfponfibi-  introduced  under  the  title  of  a Refponfibility 
iityBii.  g.jj^  which  afterwards  pafled  under  the - 
title  of  a Bill  for  the  better  Regulation  of  the 
Receipts  and  Ilfues  of  His  Majefty’s  Trea- 
fury.  See.  had  for  its  dire6l  objed  the  tranf- 
ferring  the  patronage  of  the  Crown  from  the 
King’s  Reprefentative  to  the  fervants  pf  the 
Crown. 

"Without  entering  into  a detail  of  particulars 
relative  to  tbefe  A6ts,  it  will  be  univerfally  al- 
Thcir  ten-  lowed,  that  they  have  a direct  tendency  to  re- 
duce  the  influence  of  the  Crown ; the  object 
indeed  for  which  they  were  profeflTedly  intro- 
duced—and  that  is  the  only  point  I have  in 
view,  at  prefent,  to  afeertain. 

Crown  fub-  Thc  uext  inconveuience  that  the  Crown  lies 
Infon^venl^^  Under,'  arifcs  from  the  perfon  of  the  fovereign 
ences,  being  unknown:  from  his  refidence  in  ano- 
ther kingdom,  all  the  fupport  and  influence 
that  might  otherwife  be  derived  from  his  per- 
fonal  virtues  or  amiable  qualities  are  entirely 
loft  5 and  even  the  patronage,  which  is  only 
left  as  a naked  and  undifguifed  engine  of  go- 
vernment, and  therefore  always  in  a degree  un- 
popular, is  liable  to  many  additional  difad- 
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vantages  from  the  circumftances  of  a delegated  from  dd*. 
authority,  which  being  only  temporary,  cannot  ganon, 
poflibly  have  the  intereft  of  a proprietor  in  the 
exercife ; and  may  naturally  be  fuppofed  to  con- 
fult  the  eafe  and  quiet  of  its  own  individual  ad- 
miniftration,  more  than  the  permanent  interefts 
of  the  Crown ; or  the  accommodation  of  a fuc- 
ceflbr,  who -is  frequently  an  objeft  of  hatred, 
of  jealoufy  always. 

The  confequence  of  this  is,  that  the  mod  . 
valuable  branches  of  the  prerogative  of  the 
Crown,  and  the  firft  honours  it  has  to  bellow, 
are  brought  into  contempt  with  the  people,  by 
an  improper  choice  of  the  perfons  on  whom 
they  are  injudicioully  conferred ; and  thus  a 
popular  clamour  and  odium  are  excited  againft 
the  Crown  itfelf. 

Thefe  inconveniences  exill  in  the  very  na- 
ture of  a delegated  power,  and  they  have  a 
direft  tendency  to  weaken  the  influence  of  the 
Crown  in  its  operation,  as  the  only  bond  of 
connexion  between  the  two  kingdoms,  even 
when  that  power  refts  entire  in  the  hands  of  the 
King’s  Reprefentative,  and  is  exercifed  by  him ; 
but  if  by  any  accident,  or  in  confequence  of  ar- 
rangement, as  under  the  Refponfibility  A6l ; or 
of  combination  among  the  fervants  of  the  Crown, 
as  has  frequently  happened  in  the  hiltory  of&c! 
Ireland,  the  power  fliould  be  transferred  from 
the  hands  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  the  fer- 
vants of  the  Crown  ; it  would  follow  of  courfe 
that  the  power  of  the  Crown  would  not  only 
be  paflive  and  unable  to  preferve  itfelf,  and 
maintain  the  connexion  between  the  two 
countries ; but  that  it  might  be  converted  into 
an  engine  to  dellroy  the  one  and  to  abolilh  the 

other  5 
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Other  ; for,  in  cafe  of  fuch  an  event,  the  greater 
the  power,  the  more  certainly  would  it  produce 
its  own  ruin. 

The  irritable  pride  of  twodiftincf  kingdoms, 
the  touchy  jealoufy  of  two  independent  Par- 
liaments, and  the  increafing  profperity  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  all  tend,  by  the  phyfical 
. laws  of  gravitation,  to  carry  her  from  her  con- 
nexion with  Great  Britain,  and  a£l  as  an  in- 
Centrifugai  creafing  centrifugal  force.  T6  countera£t  this 
orce,  an  influence  of  the  Crown,  or  attractive 

power^  ought  to  refide  in  Great  Britain,  to 
which  (he  is  to  be  attradled ; but  if  by  any  cir- 
centripetai  cumftance  the  centripetal ponver  (hould  be  added 
power.  centrifugal^  feparation  muft  be  the  im- 

mediate confequence. 

In  a country,  too,  fituated  as  Ireland,  with  a 
free  Conftitution,  and  an  independent  Parlia- 
ment refiding  in  that  country,  and  the  Execu- 
tive Power  in  another,  the  immediate  confe- 
struggiesforquence  muft  be,  a conftant  ftruggle  for  power 
power  and  patronage  between  Prerogative  and  Office, 
between  the  Crown  and  the  Parliament,  be- 
tween the  fervants  of  the  Crown  in  the  one 
kingdom  and  the  fervants  of  the  Crown  in  the 
other  : and  accordingly  we  find  the  political 
hiftory  of  Ireland  to  confift  of  little  elfe  than 
accounts  of  the  ftruggles  for  power  between 
thofe  contending  parties.  But  what  is  not  a 
irifn  Speak- little  remarkable  is,  that  the  Speaker  of  the 
niftcr  o^he  of  Commons  in  Ireland  has  generally 

country,  been  at  the  head  of  fuch  combinations,  and 
confidered  as  the  Minifter  of  the  country ; the 
Government  of  which  has  been  more  or  lefs 
tindured  by  his  charader ; and  quiet  or  tur- 
bulent, 
ii- 
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bulent,  in  proportion  as  he  has  been  ambitious 
or  otherwife. 

From  the  acceffion  of  the  Houfe  of  Hanover, 
for  it  is  unneceflary  to  go  higher,  to  the  year 
1767,  when  Lord  Townfhend  was  appointed 
rejident  Lord  Lieutenant^  Ireland  had  been  prin- 
cipally governed  by  Lords  Juftices  ; the  Lord  Lords  juf- 
Lieutenant  going  over  for  only  a few  months 
every  fecond  year,  for  the  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment; and  during  the  whole  of  that  period, 
except  about  four  years,  from  1754  to  1758, 
the  Speaker  was  invariably  one  of  the  Lords 
Juftices  of  the  kingdom. 

During  the  reign  of  George  L the  Speaker  speaker 
Conolly  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  Crown, 
without  perverting  it  to  the  private  objedls  of 
ambition  or  intereft.  He  was  fucceeded  in 
1730  by  Sir  Ralph  Gore,  who  dying  two  years 
after  was  fucceeded  by  Henry  Boyle,  a man  of  Henry 
popular  manners,  fuperior  abilities,  and  afpir- 
ing  mind.  The  great  power  he  acquired  in 
confequence  made  him  impatient  of  control, 
and  frequently  gave  umbrage  to  his  employers, 
whom  he  always  confidered  and  frequently 
treated  as  inferiors ; fupported  by  a great  ma- 
jority in  the  two  Houfes,  he  conduced  the 
King’s  bufinefs  with  facility;  and  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  fubmitted  to  his  terms,  and  acqui- 
efced  in  his  power,  till  the  Duke  of  Dorfet  and 
his  Ton  and  Secretary,  Lord  G.  Sackville,  lefs 
patient  of  control,  tried  to  break  the  power  of 
this  overbearing  combination,  by  throwing  the 
patronage  into  the  hands  of  Primate  Stone,  an  Primate 
Englilhman,  deficient  neither  in  abilities 
addrefs,  though  infinitely  inferior  in  popular 
arts  to  his  formidable  rival.  The  Speaker  pre- 
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vailed  in  the  ftruggle,*  which  had  been  car^ 
ricd  on  with  uncommon  violence  for  feveral 
years,  and  Government  were  reduced  to  capi- 
Eari  of  tulate.  Speaker  Boyle  was  created  Earl  of 

Shannon.  Shannon,  with  a penfion  of  2000/.  a year  for 
thirty- one  years,  and  Mr.  John  Ponfonby  was 
raifed  to  the  Chair.  A coalition  had  taken 
place  between  the  contending  parties,  and  the 
Primate,  Earl  of  Shannon,  and  Mr.  Ponfonby, 
were  appointed  Lords  Juftices. 

« 

Things  went  on  quietly  until  the  death  of 
George  II.  rendered  it  neceflary  to  call  a new 
Parliament ; and  the  Law  of  Poynings  requir- 
ing heads  of  a bill  to  be  certified  by  the  Privy 
Council  into  England,  as  caufes  and  confider- 
ations  for  calling  a Parliament;  the  effeQs  of 
Combina-  Combination  again  fliewed  themfelves  in  ftop- 
acc°ffionof  heads  of  the  bill  required  ; until  the 

His  prefent  popular  leaders  had  made  their  bargain,  and 
Aiajcfty,  come  to  an  agreement  with  the  new  Adminif- 
tration : and  though  the  object  of  the  combi- 
nation was  defeated,  and  the  heads  of  a bill 
carrie-d  in  the  Privy  Council  by  the  fpirited  con- 
defeatedby  dud  of  the  late  Duke  of  Leinfter,  then  Lord 
Kildare,  Government  was  not  fufficiently 
ftrong  to  rifk  a conteft ; though  .a  refolution 
was  then  formed,  which  was  afterwards  exe- 
cuted on  the  death  j-  of  Lord  Shannon,  to  break 

down 

♦ A furplus  had  accumulated  in  the  Treafury,  which  His  Ma- 
jefty  had  the  power  of  difpofing  of  by  his  letters  to  tlie  Lord  High 
Treafurer;  but  preferred  recommending  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
to  apply  it  for  objedts  of  national  improvement.  The  fubjed  of 
the  conteft  was,  whether  this  fliould  be  done  by  the  King’s  confent 
or  ajfent : every  man  was  ready  with  his  plan,  and  the  fpoil  was,  as 
ufual,  divided  among  the  vigors.  This  famous  fcramble  produced 
a thirft  for  public  money,  and  a fpirit  of  jobbing,  that  Ihot  their  roots 
deep  into  the  Irilh  fyftem. 

+ Tn  December  1764, 


down  the  force  of  this  combination  by  abolifh- 
ing  the  office  of  Lords  JuRices,  and  appointing 
a refident  Lord  Lieutenant.  > 

NotwithRanding  this  precaution,  the  effedh 
of  combination  hc^s  been  frequently  felt ; under 
the  AdminiRration  of  Lord  Buckinghamfhire 
powerfully,  though  it  acted  in  difguife;  at  the 
time  of  the  Regency  openly  and  avowedly,  for 
a number  of  the  fervants  of  the  Crown  not  only, 
on  that  occafion,  went  over  to  OppoRtion ; but 
did  not  blufli  to  fecure  their  continuance  in 
office  by  a round  robin  engagement,  which 
gave  the  law  to  Government,  and  obliged  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  to  retire.. 

If  combination  againft  Government  has  not 
prevailed  more  for  fome  years  in  Ireland,  it  is 
to  be  greatly  aferibed  to  the  honourable  con- 
dud  of  the  RrR  fervant  of  the  Crown  in  that 
kingdom,  v/ho  has  been  ever  faithful  to  his 
trult ; and  to  the  prefent  Lord  Shannon,  who, 
from  the  time  of  accepting  office,  has  never 
made  any  attempt  to  regain  from  the  Crown 
the  great  and  extenfive  power  that  his  father 
had  fo  long  enjoyed. 

Without  entering  into  any  detail  of  the  pre- 
fent Rate  of  parties  in  Ireland,  which  is  unne- 
celfary,  as  it  might  appear:  invidious,  I an>per- 
fuaded  that  every  man  who  refleds  on  the  pre- 
fent political  ntuation  of  that  country,  wall  be 
cofiVihced,  that  combination  is  a vice  inherent 
in  its  very  nature,  and  which  cannot  fail  to 
diRurb,  if  not  to  deRroy,  the  connexion  be- 
tween the  two  kingdoms ; except  the  preroga- 
tive and  patronage  of  the  Crown  can  be  at  all 
H times 
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times  fecured  to  the  Executive  Power,  in  whofc 
hands  they  can  only  be  fafely  lodged,  for  the 
valuable  purpofes  for  which  they  were  ori- 
ginally granted  by  the  conftitution ; and  fince 
experience  has  fhown  the  inefficacy  of  all  other 
meafures  that  have  been  tried  to  effed  this 
objed,  it  becomes  more  neceflary  to  adopt  an 
Union,  by  which  alone  it  can  be  effedually 
fecured. 

inconveni-  ' Another  great  inconvenience  that  the  Crown 

Crownfrom^s  ckpofcd  to  ill  the  government  of  Ireland, 

religious  arifes  from  the  peculiar  circumftance  of  the 
power  being  lodged  in  the  hands 
of  the  religious  diflindion,  who  are  a minority 
of  the  kingdom,  to  the  exclufion  of  the  majo* 
rity.  This  circumftance  infers  a clofe  connexion 
between  Government  and  the  favoured  clafs  : 
it  confines  the  patronage  of  the  Crown  to  them, 
and  the  places  of  honour  or  emolument.  It  acr 
cordingly  produces  heart-burnings  and  jealou- 
fies  among  the  great  body  of  the  people,  which 
they  extend  to  the  Government  itfelf  as  a party 
in  what  they  confider  a fyftem  of  partiality  and 
injuftice;  while  the  Government  being  depend- 
ant on  the  Parliament  thus  conftituted,  are 
narrowed  in  their  intercourfe  with  the  people, 
and  obliged  frequently  to  wink  at  abufes  which 
they  want  power  to  corred  ; and  thus  Govern- 
ment is  rendered  unpopular,  and  accufed  of 
encouraging  abufes  by  thofe  who  are  ignorant 
of  their  real  fituation. 

This  certainly  is  not  a moment  for  reducing 
the  efficient  power  of  the  Crowm  in  either 
kingdom ; but  ftill  lefs  in  Ireland,  where,  over 
and  above  the  duties  and  offices  that  the  Crown 


zs 


5' 


is  charged  with  in  this  kingdom,  it  has  a much 
more  arduous  and  important  tafk  to  perform-^ 
the  prefervaiion  of  the  connexion  between  the  two 
kingdoms^  of  which  it  is  the  only  bond : and  all 
that  I have  faid  on  this  fubjedl  mufl:  be  confi- 
dered  with  a reference  to  this  objed ; as  a failure 
mufl:  prove  not  only  injurious  to  the  Crown  it- 
felf,  but  ruinous  to  both  countries. 

I have  thus,  with  a weak  hand,  given  a faint 
iketch  of  an  outline,  which  it  would  require 
infinitely  greater  abilities  than  mine,  and  more 
time  than  the  circumftances  will  allow,  to  fill 
up  in  a proper  manner.  Strongly  as  I feel 
imprefled  with  the  importance  of  the  fubjedl, 
if  I had  given  way  to  my  feelings  I fhouM 
have  painted,  in  much  ilronger  colours,  the 
imminent  danger  to  which  the  ftate  is  expofed 
from  the  prefent  connexion  between  the  two 
kingdoms,  and  the  necelTity  of  an  Incorpo- 
rated Union  ; a neceflity  which,  unfortunately, 
does  not  now  reft  on  abftradl  reafoning  ; but 
appeals  from  theory  to  fads ; from  fpeculation 
to  pradice ; from  the  inflammatory  fpeeches 
on  the  independence  of  Ireland  in  the  fenate^ 
to  an  appeal  to  arrm^  on  the  fame  grounds, 
in  the  field.  The  caufe  of  rebellion  had  been 
long  the  favourite  theme  of  Parliamentary 
declamation ; and  the  unhappy  men  who  were 
deluded  into  infurredion,  had  been  taught 
to  confider  the  independence  of  Ireland^  for 
which  they  fought,  to  be  their  unalienable 
birthright. 

Will  thofe  men,  who  rejeded  final  adjuft- 
ment  in  1782,  ftill  perfift  in  keeping  a queftion 
open  for  more  bloodflied,  and  all  the  terrors 
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incident  to  civil  war ; or  will  they  now,  fatiated 
with  blood,  agree  to  put  an  end  to  the  conteft, 
and  clofe  the  account,  by  uniting  the  two 
kingdoms  on  a folid  and  permanent  bafis  for 
ever? 

To  the  Parliaments  of  both  kingdoms  does 
the  unhappy  mother,  bewailing  the  lofs  of  her 
darling  fon,  raife  her  fupplicating  eyes ; to 
them  does  the  helplefs  orphan  ftretch  his  little 
hands ; to  them  does  a kingdom,  torn  by  civic 
difeord  and  religious  animofities ; ftained  by 
crimes,  and  defolated  by  fire  and  fword,  look 
up  for  relief : while  the  many  thoufands  of  un- 
happy men  who  have  loll  their  lives  in  the  arbi- 
tration of  this  unfettled  queflion^  point  to  their 
bleeding  wounds,  and  urge  the  nccefiity  of  a 
final  adjujiment. 

This  naturally  leads  me  to 
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PART  III, 

The  internal  State  of  Ireland, 

"W" HIGH  prefents  to  our  view  the  molt  Rciigiou* 
jarring  and  ill-combined  fyftem  of  civil  po. 
licy,  that  is,  perhaps,  to  be  found  in  the  an- 
nals of  mankind — a people  divided  into  two 
religious  diftinftions  ftruggling  for  afcendancy  ; 
united  only  in  locality,  difunited  in  views  and 
interefts. 

r 

In  every  other  country  where  religious  dif- EftahUiV 
tindion  has  been  made  the  teff  of  office,  the*"cnt; 
rnajority  has  confiituted  the  eflabliftiment,  Ii\ 

Ireland  the  cafe  is  reverfed,  in  favour  of  the 
minority.  The  Eritifh  laws  were  firfi  introduced 
into  Ireland  for  the  exclufive  ufe  of  the  British 
feiilers  within  the  Pale,  and  after  a time  extend- 
ed, as  a favour,  to  the  natives.  The  exercife  for. 
of  the  Britifh  Conftitution,  which  had  likewife 
been  introduced,  was  naturally  confined  to  the 
Britijh  fettlers  ; and  while  Ireland  continued  a 
colony  of  Great  Britain,  and  even  after  fhe 
ceafed  to  be  a colony,  a dependant  kingdom^  the  , 

Britifh  fettlers  had  ftill  a right  to  the  exercife  of 
the  government,  w'hich  was  upheld  and  fup- 
ported  by  Great  Britain.  But  from  the  time 
that  the  Proteflants  or  Britifh  fettlers  invited  the 
Roman  Catholics  to  join  them,  to  free  the 
kingdom  from  what  they  called  a date  of  fla- 
very  ; and  declared  their  Parliament  independent 
of  Great  Britain ; it  is  a confequence  that  they 
renounced  the  privileges  which  they  pofieiTed 
as  Britifh  fettlers,  - * 


They 
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ence. 


Reverfedby  They  claimed  an  independent  Legiflature  as  a 
independ-  exercife  it  as  a fa6lion.  If 

they  were  right  in  their  claims  on  Great  Bri- 
tain, they  muft  be  wrong  in  excluding  the 
majority  of  the  kingdom  from  a participation. 
By  renouncing  the  legiflative  power  of  Great 
Britain  they  renounced  their  right  to  monopoly, 
and  muft  now  abide  by  the  confequences,  or 
come  to  a new  arrangement. 


Confe-. 

quences 


For  in  the  prefent  fyftem  of  monopoly  of 
power  and  office,  of  the  honours  and  diftinc- 
tions  of  the  ftate,  in  the  hands  of  the  minority 
of  a people,  from  all  which  actuating  and  de- 
firable  objects  a great  majority  of  them  are 
excluded  ; — -inveterate  enmity,  deeply-rooted 
jealoufies,  and  deadly  feuds,  are  the  natural  and 
infeparable  confequences^the  angry  and  difcord- 
ant  paffions  are  inevitably  accumulated,  ready  to 
burft  into  aciion  on  every  trivial  occafton. 


from  a view  Such  an  unnatural  ftate,  contrary  to  the  phy^ 
laws  of  the  world,  never  did  exift,  and 
never  can  exift,  for  any  length  of  time ; and  if 
Ireland  were,  in  fa<ft,  what  ftie  vainly  pretends  to 
be,  independent ; that  is,  if  fhe  were  left  by  Eng- 
land to  uphold  the  independence  fhe  proudly 
boafts  of,  fhe  w’ould  foon  have  reafon  to  lament 
the  effeds  of  her  vanity  and  ambition ; and  to 
be  convinced  that  fhe  had  claimed  a power 
which  muft  prove  her  deftruflion ; and  fet  up 
a pretenfion  which  deftroys  itfelf  if  left  to  its 
natural  operation. 

Erpeficccc.  If  in  the  year  1798  Ireland  had  been  left  to 
the  exercife  of  her  boafted  independence,  or  if 
Great  Britain  were  either  now,  or  at  any  future 
period,  to  leave  her  to  fettle  her  contending  in- 

tereils 


tcrefts  and  religious  divifions,  and  to  decline 
interfering  in  her  domeftic  differences,  the  con- 
tefl  would,  indeed,  be  of  fhort  duration,  and 
muft  infallibly  be  terminated  by  the  overthrow 
of  the  prefent  eftablifhment  in  church  and  (late, 
Proteftant  Afcendancy,  which  can  only  be  fup- 
ported  by  Britifh  connexion,  muft  expert  to  be 
thrown  afide  as  an  infolent  ufurpation;  and 
Catholic  Emancipation  might  be  expeded,  by 
the  law  of  retaliation,  founded  on  the  vindidive 
paflions  of  the  human  heart,  to  be  transformed 
into  Catholic  tyranny,  inftead  of  flopping  fhort 
at  Catholic  afcendancy. 

If  any  man  is  weak  enough  to  imagine,  that  Superiority 
fuch  a civil  policy  as  that  of  Ireland  is  at  the 
prefent  moment,  can  fubfift  of  itfelf,  I defire 
him  only  to  take  a pair  of  fcales  in  his  hand, 
to  put  one  pound  in  the  one  fcale  and  three  in 
the  other,  and  fatisfy  himfel^  that  his  opinion 
is  contrary  to  the  order  of  things.  If,  in  the 
recent  Itruggles,  the  weight  of  Great  Britain 
had  not  been  thrown  into  the  fcale,  Proteftant 
Afcendancy  and  Irifh  Independence  muft  have 
kicked  the  beam. 

Dr.  Duigenan,  in  his  Fair  Reprefentation, 
p.  164,  advances  a contrary  affertion  ; he  fays, 

“ The  ftrength  and  puiffance  of  Irifh  Roman-  nan  cxa- 
ifts  have  been  put  to  the  trial  in  their  late  rebel- 
lion.  They  were  vanquifhed  and  completely 
fubdued  by  the  Proteftant  power  of  the  nation, 
without  any  afliftance  from  England,  in  the 
courfe,of  about  fix  weeks.*' 

I am  far  from  a wifh  to  detrad  from  the 
merits  and  good  eondud  of  the  Proteftant 
power  of  Ireland,  by  reminding  the  Dodor  of 
' - what 
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what  is  (Uic  to  the  Ftigiifti  and  Scotch  fencibles, 
whole  example,  difeipline,  and  fervices,  had 
no  linall  influence  on  the  good  behaviour  of 
the  iiifh  militia ; and  who  by  their  exertions 
kept  down  and  Imothered  the  rebellion,  parti- 
cularly in  I’iiler,  and  faved  the  country  from 
rv.in. 

^ But  fo  far  was  this  from  being  done  without 
the  amkance  ot  England,  in  another  refpect, 
fhat  without  rhe-  conllant  fupplies  of  money 
lemitted  from  that  kingdom,  there  would  not 
have  been  a (hilling  in  the  Irilh  treafury  to  pay 
either  Inih  or  Bririlh  troops.  The  credit  of 
Governmerit  in  that  kingdom  was  fo  low,  that 
they  could  raife  no  fupplies  but  in  England, 
under  the  fanclicn  of  the  Britilh  Minifter,  who 
was  at  kill  obliged  to  raile  thoiriOi  loans  along 
with  the  Bririlh  ; in  w'hieh  manner  he  ha^  pro- 
cured, fmcc  1797,  eight  millions  and  a half 
from  this  kingdom  for  the  fervice  of  Ireland  ; 
though  the  l3odor  now  choofeg  to  cancel  the 
obiigaiion  by  denying  any  affiltance  from  Eng- 
, land.  It  is  true  that  the  Irilh  nation  pay  the 
intereft  of  the  different  loans  that  England  has 
furnidred  for  their  fervice  : but  as  I have  not 
yet  heard  that  the  Roman  Catholics  have. been 
exempted  from  CQJuributing  their  lhare;  the 
Doclor  cannot,  witn  any  more  juftice,  claim 
this  to  the  ability  gf  the  Prot,eftants  oppoied  to 
the  Roman  Catholics,  than  he  can  aferibe  the' 
quelling  of  the  late  rebellion  to  the  Protellaiu 
power  of  the  iiatign  without  the  alliftance  of 
England.  Now  that  die  Roman  Catholics  are 
entirely  vanquifhed,  if  the  Dodor  w'ould  take 
the  trouble  to  hulsfy  Marquis  Cornwallis,  that 
the  peace  of  the  kingdom  could  be  prelerved 
by  the  FroiCiiant  power  of  the  nation^  His  Ex- 
cellency 
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icellency  would,  I doubt  not,  be  very  much 
obliged  to  him. 

The  counties  of  Wicklow  and  Wexford, 
the  feat  of  the  rebellion,  may  be  confidered  as 
Proteftant : the  provinces  df  Munfter  and  Con- 
naught, where  the  Roman  Catholics  prevail, 
were  never  engaged  in  the  rebellion : and  the 
Irifli  militiaj  of  whom  three-fourths,  at  the 
loweft  computation,  are  Roman  Catholics,  be- 
haved, on  all'occafions,  with  loyalty  and  zeal. 

General  reflexions  on  the  Roman  Catholics 
are  therefore  invidious^  and  the  inferences  un- 
founded. 

1 am  ready  to  admit  that  the  advantages  en- 
joyed by  the  Proteftants,  in  being  poflefled  of 
all  the  places  of  power  of  the  (late,  and  farther 
fupported  by  all  the  legal  and  conftituted  autho- 
rities, backed  by  a military  force  and  the  purfe 
of  the  nation,  may,  for  a time,  counteraX  the 
fuperiority  of  numbers  on  the  fide  of  the  Ca- 
tholics ; but  without  the  further  co-operation 
and  affiftance  of  Great  Britain  in  the  two  great 
points,  men  and  money,  all  thefe  united  advan- 
tages could  neither  fecure  internal  peace,  nor 
maintain  the  prefent  fyftem,  to  the  exclufion  of  ^ 
the  Roman  Catholics. 

But  wherever  the  eflablifbed  fyftem  of  things 
cannot  be  preferved  without  the  concurrence  the  ftatedc- 
and  afliftanee  of  a power  without  the  ftate,?™^^^i% 
Government  there  becomes,  not  the  well-regu- vifion*. 
lated  movement  of  the  combined  powers  of 
the  ftate ; but  a compreflive  force,  exerted  to 
prevent  the  difcordant  elFeX  of  oppofite, powers  - 
from  deftroying  each  other.  In  a ftate  fo  con- 
ftituted, and  confiding  of  two  oppofite  faXions 
I counter- 


Natural 
rights  de- 
cided by 
arms, 
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coimterading  each  other,  the  wHght  and  atten* 
ticn  of  Government  are  principally  employed 
ro  preferve  internal  peace  between  the  contend-, 
ing  parties ; by  which  occupation  it  is  evident 
that  the  natural  advantages,  which  ought  other- 
wife  to  be  derived  from  the  united  powers  of 
fuch  a ftate,  in  a contell  w ith  foreign  and  hof- 
tile  nations,  are  greatly-  diminifhed ; as  what 
can  be  employed  againft  a common  enemy  is 
only  the  difference  between  the  tw^o  internal 
fa6fions,  and  the  furplus  of  the  force  in  the 
hands  of  Government,  that  can  be  fpared  from 
preferving  peace  between  them. 

If  this  fubje^l  is  touched  on,  the  Proteflant 
takes  the  alarm  ; he  talks  loudly  of  his  right  to 
an  exclufive  poffeflion,  and  .he  appeals  to  the 
Conflitution,  fupported  by  a variety  of  l^ws  ^ 
that  are  clearly  in  his  favour. 

The  Roman  Catholic,  with  equal  warmth, 
claims  his  natural  rights^  treats  exclufion  as  in- 
juflice ; the  laws  as  the  grievance ; and  the 
length  of  poffeffion,  inftead  of  giving  a right 
from  prefcription,  as  the  height  of , the  injury. 
He  reprefents  that  the  Proteftants,  w'hen  confi- 
ered  as  a part  of  Great  Britain,  firft  excluded 
the  Catholics  from  Parliament,  and  then  paffed 
laws  in  their  own  favour,  and  for  their  own  fe- 
parate  benefit,  at  the  expenfe  of  the  Roman 
Catholics.  By  w'hom  is  this  point  to  be  deter- 
mined ? To  w^hat  tribunal  is  the  difference  to 
be  referred?  Ihe  Irifh  Parliament  is  a party. 
It  is  too  manifeli:  in  what  manner  ali  fuch  quef- 
tions,  involving  the  original  rights  of  great 
bodies  of  men,  mull  ever  be  decided  ;*  except  a 
third  power ^ with  a common  iutereli  in  the  hap- 
pineU  of  both  the  contending  parties;,  can  be 
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found,  to  whofe  juflice  the  arbitration  of  their  05  arbitra-^ 
differences  may  be  fafely  entrufted  : to  give  effi- 
ciency  to  fuch  a tribunal,  it  is  farther  neceffary, 
that  it  fhould  poffefs  the  power  to  enforce  its 
decrees,  and  carry  its  decifions  into  execution. 

■ It  is  very  plain,  that  all  thefe  advantages 
would  be  derived  from  an  united 

which  would  be  diverted  of  all  partialities,  and  proper  um- 
local  intererts ; which  would  jhave  a common 
interert  in  fatisfying  the  contending  parties  by 
doing  jurtice  between  them,  whofe  fir'rt  objedt 
murt  be  to  render  them  both  ufeful  to  the  rtate ; 
which  can  only  be,  by  removing  and  dertroying 
the  caufes  that,  at  prefent,  occafion  their  difter- 
ences,  and  which  would  poflefs  power  furticient 
to  carry  the  arrangement  into  effedt.  It  is  evi- 
dent that  this  great  objedl  could  not  be  accorp- 
plifhed  either  by  partiality  or  injuftice  ; and 
confeqnently  that  it  is  for  the  advantage  of  both 
parties  to  fubmit  their  differences  to  this  mode 
of  arbitration  : inftead  of  peeping  alive  the  con- 
teft,  widch  has  already  coft  fo  much  blood  ; and 
murt  coft  fo  much  more,  while  the  determina- 
tion lies  between  the  Proteftant  and  the  Roman 
Catholics,  before  a court  which  is  a party  ; and 
whofe  very  formation  is  the  great  fubjed  of  li- 
tigation, and  from  which  there  is  no  appeal  but 
to  arms. 

But  fuch  is  the  jealoufy  of  the  two  parties,  obft  ides  to 
and  fuch  the  oppofuipn  of  PrQteJiant  Afcqnd- 
ancy  znA  Catholic  Emancipation^  that  whatever 
mealure  has  the  appearance  of  being  approved 
by  the  one,  creates  diflruft  in  the  other  ; and 
the  great  difficulty  is,  to  get  them  fo  far  tohufti 
their  differences,  as  to  liiten  to  any  propofirion 
for  c^ccommodation : while  the  advocates  for 

either. 
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cither,  exclafively,  pufh  their  arguments  to  the 
extreme  ; frefh  warmth  and  violence  are  pro- 
duced, inftead  of  the  temperament  that  leads  to 
accommodation : while Jiaiute  law  and  natural 
rights  knock  their  heads  together,  frefh  paflions 
are  engendered ; and  the  parties,  ftrong  in  their 
refpeftive  pretenfions,  ftand  at  open  defiance. 

Lord  Minto  Lord  Minto,  in  his  ingenious  Speech,  had 
Dr.  given  a beautiful  theory  of  the  relative  fituation 
uigenan.  parties ; with  a view  to  afeertain  the 

policy  of  the  prefent  fyftem  of  exclufion,  and 
the  natural  rights  that  a majority  of  any  people 
poflefTed  to,  a participation^  ^t  lead,  in  the  go- 
vernment of  their  country. 

Dr.  Duigenan,  with  confiderable  irritation, 
takes  the  alarm  at  the  firfl  inquiry  into  the  na- 
ture of  the  title,  and  fiies>,  with  his  monopoly, 
to  the  Statutes  for  protedion.  Lord  Minto,  after 
examining  the  right  that  a minority  had  to  make 
laws  to  exclude  the  majority,  had  added,  that 
prefcripiion  could  not  fandify  injuftice,  or  cure  a 
title  fundamentally  wrong.  The  Dodor  runs 
away  with  the  wDrd  prefeription^  as  if  Lord 
Minto  had  dated  it  to  be  the  only  authority, 
under  which  the  Protedants  held  and  exercifed 
their  afcendancy  ; and  quotes  a long  dring  of 
datutes  in  defence  of  their  powers. 

A long  confideration  would  have  convinced 
the  Dodor  that  this  wade  of  labour  might  have 
been  fpared  ; for  Lord  Minto  had  never  called 
in  quedion  the  exidence  of  thefe  datutes,  nor 
the  right  derived  under  them  : his  Lordfhip’s 
inquiry  being  direded  to  the  principles^  on 
which  thefe  datutes  had  been  framed,  and  how 
far  the  continuing  fuch  redridive  datutes  was 

confident 


confiftent  with  juftice  and  good  government. 
The  ftatutes  are  the  point  at  iflfue,  the  caufe 
of  complaint:  without  them  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics would  have  no  grievance  ; and  Lord 
Minto’s  arguments  would  be  without  an  objed. 
The  mifunderftanding  arifes  entirely  from  the 
Podor’s  applying  the  word  right  to  a totally 
different  objed  from  w^hat  Lord  Minto  had  in 
his  view ; the  Dodpr  {heUering  the  right  of  the 
Proteftant  under  the  ftatute  law  ; and  Lord 
Minto’s  inquiry  being  directed  to  the  natural 
rights  of  the  Roman  Catholics  in  oppofition  to 
thofe  ftatutes,  frqm  their  being  a majority  of 
the  people^ 

The  Do^or,  after  taking  a great  deal  of  pains 
fo  reduce  the  relative  numbers  of  the  Roman 
Catholics,  endeavours  next  to  do  away  the 
force  of  the  argument  in  their  favour,  from  their 
being  a majority  ; by  faying,  “ that  a majority 
of  the  people  is  to  be  eftimated,  not  by  the 
numbers  or  poll  \ but  by  property ; inafmuch  as 
property  is  the  foundation  of  the  reprefentative 
fyftem  I Of  the  reprefentative  fyftem,  it  cer- 
tainly is ; for,  there,  property  being  a repre- 
fentative of  thefe  who  live  under  it,  ,may  very 
properly  be  admitted  as  a criterion  of  numbers  : 
but  in  difputes  for  political  rights,  between  great 
bodies  of  men,  reprefentation  rauft  give  way  to 
reality  : if  they  cannot  fettle  their  differences 
ip  an  amicable  manner,  agreeable  to  ^he  prin- 
ciples of  equity  \ the  conteft  mu  ft  be,  ultimate- 
ly, decided  by  numbers,  and  phyfical farce* 

So  that  this  horn  of  Lord  Minions  dilemma^ 
which  the  Do^lor  flattered  himfelf  he  had  def- 
troyed,  remains  in  the  fame  ftate  as  he  found  it. 


The 
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Title  to 
property. 


‘I’he  Dodor  is  aware  how  tremblingly  alive 
the  Irifli  are,  if  the  title  to  property  be  touched 
on  ; and,  probably  to  excite  their  alarm,  has 
given  them  to  underfrand,  that  Lord  Minto 
had  refted  their  right  to  property^  as  well  as  to 
political  franchife^  on  prefcription.  He  fays, 
‘‘  The  infmuation,  that  many  Irifh  Proteftants 
derive  the  titles  of  their  eftates  from  prefcrip- 
tion,  is  equally  groundlefL*^  The  infmuation, 
if  made,  would,  certainly,  have  been  groundlefs : 
Lord  Minto,  however,  in  his  Speech  fp.  73),^ 
does  fay,  “ The  Catholics  of  Ireland  not  only 
claim  a participation  in  the  ci^il  frdnchifes  en- 
joyed by  their  Proteftant  countrymen  ; but  they 
fojier  claims  on  the  property  of  Proteftants,  the 
prefent  polfdlion  of  which  they  treat  as  mere 
ufurpation ; and  thefe  claims  are  of  no  trifling 
extent.’’ 

As  this  fubjed  has,  on  every  occafion  of  Ro- 
man Catholic  claim,  been  brought  forward  to 
frighten  the  Proteftants  from  relaxing ; by  re- 
prefenting  the  lofs  of  their  property  as  the  con- 
fequence  ; 1 feel  forry  that  any  thing  fhould 
have  fallen  from  fo  great  an  authority  as  Lord 
Minto,  that  could,  in  any  manner,  countenance 
an  idea,  that  the  civil  franc hifes^  and  property^ 
refted  on  the  fame  foundation ; and  that  a re- 
ftoration  of  the  former  neceflarily  involves  the 
latter.  On  fuch  a point,  men’s  fears  are  eafiiy 
alarmed  ; the  touching  on  the  fubjed:  will  be 
confidered  as  an  intimidation  ; and  the  fnail 
does  not,  more  inftind:ively,  fhrink  within  hU 
(hell,  .than  the  Proteftant  within  his  exclufive 
privileges,  the  inftant  that  is  touched  on. 

This  I am  convinced  is  owing  to  his  fears, 
and  not  to  his  realon ; for  it  he  would  but 

calmly 
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Calmly  confider  this  important  fubjecl  as  it  really 
is,  he  will  find,  that  it  is  now  totally  and  abfo- 
lutely  impoflible  that  a refumption  of 
Jhould  ever  be  propofed  in  Ireland^  in  whatever  impofllLe. 
hands  the  government  of  that  country  may  he  ; as 
it  will  be  eafy  to  fiiew  that  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics are  now  no  lefs  interefted  than  the  Proteft- 
ants,  in  preferving  the  prefent  eftablifhment  of 
property,  as  founded  on  charters  or  ftatutes, 
for  the  reafons  that  I fltali  affigii  hereafter. 


But  as  I have  above,  on  the  fubje«5t  of  civil 
rights,  appealed  from  the  law  to  principle^  on 
which  the  la^  was  founded ; I may  be  alked, 
why  others  may  not  do  the  fame  in  the  cafe  of 
property  ? I ahfwer,  that  they  are  in  every  re- 
fped  different.  Property  is  the  creature  of 'the  betvJeerd- 
law,  and  belongs  to  an  individual,  or  indivi-  “ghts 
duals,  exclufively  : civil  rights  are  the  birthright 
of  the  people,  or  community  : property  may  be 
alienated  and  transferred  from  one  hand  to 
another,  in  a variety  of  ways,  preferibed  by 
law  ; it  may  be  divided  and  fubdivided  through  ' ’ 
a number  of  hands  : but  civil  rights,  though  they 
may  be  feized  by  force  or  fuppreffed  by  vio- 
lence, are  a fpecies  of  mortmain,  belonging  to 
the  community,  that  cannot  be  alienated. 

So  far  for  a difference  in  the  theory ; but 
poffeffion  will  not  be  quieted  with  theories : I 
come  then  to  practice. 

The  date  of  the  laft  forfeitures  in  Ireland  irifli  for- 
is  upwards  of  one  hundred  years  old  ; and  fuch 
is  the  delicate  nature  of  property,  that  a law  was 
paffed' in- Great  Britain,  to  limit  ihe  nullmn  tenu 
pus  of  the  King’s  claim  to  royal  demefnes  to 
fixty  years  j between  man  and  man  forty  ye^^s . 

give 


give  a prefcriptivt  right  in  England,  and  twenty 
in  Ireland : the  fame  law  is  to  be  found  in  the 
jurifprudence  of  every  country  in  Europe ; from 
which  I defire  to  claim  no  more,  than  that  the 
principle  is  univerfally  recognifed  as  a firjl  prin* 
tiple a departure  from  which  would  be  pro- 
dudlive  of  much  greater  injury  and  inconve- 
nience than  the  obfervation  of  it ; and  that 
confequently  all  men  are  interefted  in  preferv- 
ing  it. 

. • \ 

The  next  Cohfidefatiori  derived  front  the 
lapfe  of  time  is  this,  that  if  a law  now  were  to 
pafs,  offering  to  reftore  the  eftates  forfeited  in 
1699,  reprefentatives  of  the  then  pro- 

prietors, I do  not  believe  that  twenty  could  be 
found,  who  could  prove  their  defcent  in  a court 
of  juftice  ; the  proprietors  fled  to  the  continent, 
generally  entered  into  foreign  fervice,  and  few 
of  that  profelTion  fettle  and  marry ; and  the 
defcendants  of  the  few,  who  may  be  now  alive^ 
would  find  it  next  to  an  impofllbility  to  prove 
their  defcent ; owing  to  the  deftrudion  of  regif- 
ters  and  records  in  France,  and  other  diftant 
caufes.  If  this  difficulty  were  got  over,  and 
their  title  deeds  preferved,  it  would  in  moft 
cafes,  be  impoffibie  to  trace  the  property  itfelf. 

I have  heard  a great  deal  of  maps,  kept  in 
foreign  colleges,  like  bugbears  to  frighten  chil- 
dren. I have  feen  fome  of  them,  and  I can 
truly  fay  they  are  fit  for  no  other  place,  and 
feem  to  have  been  formed  for  the  fabulous  ages 
of  the  Irilh  hiflory,  as  all  the  divifions  are,  into 
countries  of  O’Shaughnefleys,  O’Briens,  O’Con- 
nors, &c.  &c,  without  counties,  cities,  rivers* 
or  mountains* 
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Doftor  Duieenan,  in  his  Appendix  on  the  Compara- 

• ’R  r T n , tive  ftate  of 

Comparative  Property  or  Irilh  Proteltants  and  property. 
Roman  Catholics,  has  given  a very  defedive 
view  of  that  fubjed ; by  confining  his  inquiry 
to  property  held  in  fee^  without  taking  into  the 
confideration  the  various  other  ways  by  which 
a man  may,  in  Ireland,  acquire  a property  in 
land  : for  though  the  Roman  Catholics  could 
not  purchafe  lands  in  Ireland  from  the  year 
1703  till  1782,  nor  lend  on  mortgage,  or  take 
leafes  for  ever,  or  for  lives  ; yet  various  modes  of 
evafion  have  been  introduced  in  practice,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Roman  Catholics ; fuch 
as  long  leafes  for  99  years,  from  1788,  and  999 
years ; and  fining  down  the  rent  of  fuch  leafes  to  a 
pepper-corn  ; which  in  fadt  transferred  the  pro- 
perty to  the  leflee;  which  fpecies  of  property 
came  into  great  requeft,  being  eafily  tranf- 
ferred,  and  not  fabjecl  to  judgment  debts,  as 
fee-fimple  property ; and  bonds  were,  by  en- 
tering judgment,  made  liens  on  the  eftate ; fo 
that  no  bond  was  palTed,  in  Ireland,  without  a 
judgment : infomuch  that  I believe  I may 
venture  to  fay,  that  there  are  very  few  eftates 
in  the  kingdom,  in  which  the  Roman  Catholics 
have  not  a confiderable  intereft,  in  one  or 
other  of  the  above  ways : befides  the  other 
modes  of  acquiring  property,  by  defeent,  fuccef- 
fion,  by  will,  marriage  fettlement,  and  by  pur- 
chafe  and  mortgage,  fince  1782. 

Whoever  reflects  on  the  above  circumftances, 
and  confiders  through  how^  many  different  hands 
the  forfeited  property  may  have  paffed  in  the 
courfe  of  an  hundred  years,  will  perceive  how 
impoflible  refumption  is  become;  as  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  themfelves  would  be  injured  by 
it,  and  are  interefted  with  the  Proteftants  in 
K preferving 
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preferving  property  on  its  prefent  footing ; for  I 
believe  every  body  will  agree,  that  for  every 
Roman  Catholic  interefted  in  refumption,  there 
are  thoufands  interefted  in  preferving  property 
under  its  prefent  fettlements. 

ufurpation  The  ufurpation  of  Cromwell  did  not  laft  ten 
of  crom-  years ; and  yet,  in  that  Ihort  fpace,  the  for- 
feitures had  pafled  through  fo  many  hands, 
that  refumption  was  found  impracticable ; and 
on  the  Reftoration,  a law  was  pafled,  confirna- 
ing  all  the  grants  of  the  ufurper. 

Property  While  there  is  a regular  eftablifhed  govern- 
Ireland,  whether  the  Proteftants  have 
yanarc  afcendancy,  or  the  Roman  Catholics,  pro- 
perty is  equally  fecure:  property  has  nothing 
to  fear  but  from  anarchy ; and  thofe  who  have 
the  greateft  fhare  of  property  in  Ireland,  are 
more  immediately  interefted  in  preferving  order 
by  the  mofl  liberal  attention  to  the  great  body 
of  the  people ; inftead  of  exafperating  them  to 
excefs  and  diforder;  firft  by  excluding  them  from 
the  honours  and  emoluments  of  their  common 
country,  and  then  treating  them  with  contempt 
and  abufive  language ; for  this  is  pouring  oil 
on  the  fire,  and  adding  infiilt  to  injury. 

Whenever,  on  the  contrary,  the  people  are 
provoked  by  injury,  or  goaded  by  infult,  to  fly 
to  arms ; property  has  every  thing  to  dread 
■ from  the  fubverfion  of  government.  In  the  late 
rebellion,  property  was  in  imminent  danger  5 
not  in  confequence  of  the  claims  of  the  Catho- 
and  pcobi-  lies,  but  froiu  jacobiiiical  principles,  calculated 
to  make  war  on  property,  as  fuch,  without  any 
refpeCt  of  the  perfons  to  whom  it  belonged. 
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If  Doctor  Duigenan  be  right  in  calculating  * 

that  Icarce  a twentieth  of  the  landed  property  or  ofproperty. 
Ireland  belongs  to  Roman  Catholics  ; it  is  to 
be  regretted  tliat  fuch  an  unequal  dihribution 
exills ; it  is  like  a fliip  with  her  ballafl:  (low- 
ed all  to  one  fide.  Is  it  wonderful,  if  con- 
llant  confufion  ihould  prevail  in  a country, 
where  two-thirds  of  the  people  have  fo  little 
interefl:  in  preferving  order?  Again,  if  the  Doc- 
tor were  right  in  charging  all  the  infurreftions  inequality 
and  rebellions  in  Ireland  to  the  Roman 
tholics,  w'ould  not  this  inequality  alone,  ac- 
count for  its  being  fo  ? But  the  truth  is,  that 
all  diforders,  in  any  country  whatever,  mud  be 
the  diforders  of  the  majority ; confequently  in 
Ireland  belong  to  the  Roman  Catholics ; and 
certain  it  is,  that  in  whatever  manner,  or  on 
w^hatever  pretence,  a civil  war  has  broken  out  in 
Ireland,  it  has  uniformly  degenerated  into  a 
war  of  religious  dihin^lions.  Even  the  late  re- 
bellion, which  was  begun,  planned,  and  con- 
trived by  the  Diflenting  republicans  of  Belfalt  ; 
and  which  was  purpofely  formed  to  unite  all 
religions  againft  Britifli  connexion,  no  fooner 
broke  out,  than  the  principle  was  overpowered 
by  the  majority  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  whofe 
deep-rooted  prejudices  led  them  to  direct  their 
vengeance  on  the  Eloufes  of  Parliament  and  the 
clergy  ; as  the  Proteftants  have  fmce  retaliated 
by  burning  chapels  and  deflroying  cottages,  in 
fpite  of  every  precaution  that  has  been  ufed  to 
prevent  fuch  exceffes. 

Dodor  Duigenan  has  charged  the  Roman  short  Re- 
Catholics  with  being  the  foie  authors  and  infti- 
gators  of  all  the  rebellions,  infurredions,  d if- principles, 
orders,  and  difturbances  in  Ireland ; of  being 
alone  guilty  of  all  the  crimes,  murders,  and 
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cruelties  perpetrated  in  that  country ; of  being 
irreconcileable  enemies  to  all  government,  or- 
der, and  law ; of  being  incapable  of  focial 
obligation,  or  bound  by  oaths  or  engagements 
the  mod  folemn. 

Does  the  Doctor  really  believe  all  this  to  be 
true?  or  does  he  exped  his  readers  to  believe 
his  reprefentations,  and  to  receive  his  aflertions 
as  fads  ? If  the  cafe  were,  in  reality,  what  he 
has  dated  it  to  be,  the  Roman  Catholics  would 
be  the  common  enemies  of  their  Protedant 
. countrymen;  who  would  be  not  only  judified, 
but  called  on  by  the  laws  of  felf-prefervation  to 
exterminate  them.  Would  the  Dddor  under- 
take to  fee  this,  agreeable  to  his  principles, 
necejfary  fentence  carried  into  execution  ? To 
exterminate  two  or  three  millions  of  Roman 
Catholics,  monjiers  as  they  are,  would  be  no 
eafy  matter ; the  Dodor  would  find  it  a very 
laborious  tafk ; even  if  they  came  voluntarily 
forward,  as  condemned  felons,  and  bent  the 
willing  neck  before  the  doers  avenging  fword. 

If  the  difficulty  of  executing  this  meafure, 
w’bich  the  Dodor  would  doubtlefs  recommend 
as  the  mod  advifeable,  fhould  induce  us  to 
change  it  into  a fentence  of  general  expuljion  ; 
as  the  Spaniards  banifbed  the  Moors  from  Gre- 
nada ; this  too  would  not  be  without  its  diffi- 
culties ; for  the  providing  fliipping  for  three 
millions  of  people,  might  injure  the  other  arti- 
cles of  the  export  trade  of  the  kingdom,  with- 
out a confiderable  degree  of  arrangement.  I 
have  not  indeed  calculated  the  tonnage  that 
might  be  requifite  ; which,  however,  the  Doc- 
tor may  eafily  do,  from  the  allowance  made  in 
the  Have  trade ; as  the  Irijh  Papijis  mud  con- 
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fider  it  as  an  Ad  of  Grace,  if  the  Dodor 
treated  them  with  the  fame  indulgence  as  the 
Negroe  flaves  from  Africa  ; the  former  being 
all  convided  of  having  forfeited  their  lives  to 
the  hate,  and  only  fome  of  the  latter  being  fold 
as  felons. 

If  anyperfon  fliould  objed  the  impollibility  of 
fending  (hipping,  exclnfive  of  the  expenfe,  and 
other  fuch  trifling  difficulties  as  people  will  raife 
to  the  beft  meafure^,  i think  they  might  all  be 
got  over,  by  opening  a free  trade  with  Europe 
for  this  commodity  ; lor,  if  the  Liverpool  mer- 
chants go  to  Africa,  and  buy  Jla‘ves"'aX  2i  confi- 
derable  expenfe,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that 
they  would  give  a preference  toHhe  Irijh  Papffts^ 
if  they  got  them  for  nothing  ; as  a healthy  (tout 
Irifhman  is  for  many  purpofes  not  inferior  to  a 
Negroe, 

Many  WTiters,  indeed,  have  afierted,  that 
Spain  has  now  recovered  the  expulfion  of  the 
Moors  ; though,  I think,  they  amounted  only  to 
about  100,000;  and  might,  therefore,  conclude 
that  the  expulfion  of  three  millions  of  Ronianijis 
from  Ireland,  might  occalion  very  ferious  con- 
fequences  to  the  Protestant  Landlords, 
whole  lands  mull:  go  to  wafle,  and  their  rents 
be  unpaid,  with  feveral  other  inconveniencies 
of  a like  nature : There  may  be  fome  appear- 
ance of  reafoning  in  this,  but  it  is  not  my 
biifinefs  to  interfere  between  the  Doctor  and 
his  friends ; and  I ffiall  leave  it  to  him  tofatisfy 
them  on  the  fubject;  as  I doubt  not  that  he  will 
be  able  to  convince  them,  by  his  nervous  and 
lucid  manner  of  arguing,  that  the  meafare 
would  be  greatly  for  their  benefit  and  ad  van* 
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tage,  though  it  might  appear  fomewhat  other- 
wife  at  firft. 

But,  if  they  fnould  be  obftinate  enough  to 
reiufe  being  convinced,  and  to  fhut  their  ears 
to  the  voice  of  the  Charmer,  charm  he  never 
fo  fweet^  what  then  is  to  be  done  ? I profefs 
myfelf  to  be  utterly  at  a lofs ; for  the  good  old 
pradice  of  Jhooting  or  hanging  a Papijl^  as  one 
would  a mad  dog,  has  been  put  a flop  to  by 
Lord  Cornwallis ; who,  from  ignorance  of  the 
true  interefts  of  Ireland,  has  fuch  odd  notions 
about  jujiice  and  humaniiy^  that  I fear  the  Doc- 
tor will  never  be  able  to  obtain  his  permiflion 
to  renew  the  praclice,  and  it  might  not  be  quite 
fafe  to  do  it,  .without  it : Indeed,  to  fay  the 
truth,  it  was,  at  the  bed  of  times,  liable  to  cer- 
tain inconveniencies;  for  the  Fapijl^^  though 
they  did  not  dare  to  refift  openly^  ufed  not  un- 
frequently  to  w^atch  a fly  opportunity  of  burn- 
ing houfes  and  murdering  Proteflants,  in  the 
dead  of  the  night,  when  they  w'ere  altogether 
unprepared. 

If  the  Dodlor  would,  in  the  next  edition  of 
his  Fair  Representation,  have  the  goodnefs 
to  inform  his  readers,  what  he  would  advife  to 
be  done  with  thefe  Popijh  mifereants^  it  would 
relieve  them  from  the  prefent  difficulty  they 
mufl  feel  on  this  fubjedl:  ’Till  then,  I am  afraid 
’ we  mud  leave  them  in  the  pofleffion  of  their 
houfes  and  lands,  and,  what  is  much  more  vexa- 
tious, be  obliged,  at  lead  while  Lord  Cornwallis 
days  in  the  government,  to  treat  them  as  Men 
and  Fellow-Subjects,  enjoying  the  fame  Lazos 
as  OURSELVES  : which  is,  undoubtedly,  a fore 
grievance  to  all  true  and  trujiy  Orangemen, 
and  a very  great  impediment  to  the  plans  they 


7^ 

had  proje£led  for  the  internal  improvement  of 
Ireland. 

The  Do£tor  may  be  confidered  as  the 
man  of  Proteftant  Afcendancy ; and  whoever  religious 
looks  into  his  book,  will  find  the  afperity  which 
religious  diftindion  infufes  into  party,  ftrongly 
pourtrayed  ; and  be  fatisfied  that,  if  this  fpirit 
were  univerfal,  I have  far  underrated  the  fer- 
tile fource  of  jealoufy  and  difcontents  that  muft 
inevitably  diftrad  that  unhappy  country  from 
the  difference  of  religion,  and  the  difference  of 
the  political  fituation  of  the  profeflbrs. 

When  we  find  Dodor  Duigenan,  whom  I 
never  heard  diftinguifhed  for  a cruel  difpofition, 
who  is  effeemed  a good  moral  man,  fo  far 
heated  by  this  fpirit,  as  to  fpeak  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s humanity,  as  a criminal  weaknefs ; 
and  to  cenfure  the  condu(5t  of  two  of  his*  officers 
for  fparing  the  lives  of  600  of  the  poor  wretches^ 
fhut  up  in  the  Wicklow  mountains ; and  for 
trying  to  reclaim  them  from  their  delufion,  by 
a dance  and  a glafs  of  whifkey,  inftead  of 
butchering  them  in  cold  blood,  when  they  were 
in  their  power ; we  fhould  only  reft  our  view 
on  the  dreadful  effedls  produced  by  the  gall  of 
religious  divifion  on  the  milk  of  human  kind- 
nefs ; and,  palTing  over  the  individual,  draw 
the  general  inference,  that  good  policy  as  well 
as  humanity  enforce  the  obligation  of  correding 
the  fyftem  that  breeds  fuch  deadly  enmity  and 
hoftile  paffions ; for  thefe  are  not  the  effects  of 
the  religion ; but  of  the  grafting  a political 
fyftem  on  religious  diftindtions. 

But  even  thefe  paffions  are  not  common  to 
all  the  Proteftants,  the  generality  of  whom 
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may  be  allowed  to  have  liberal  fentiments,  and 
to  be  dilpofed  to  accommodation  with  their 
countrymen  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion : 
and  accordingly  the  violent  oppofers  have  been 
marked  by  the  name  of  Orangemen ; from 
King  William,  who  laid  the  foundation  of  the 
penal  code  againft  Roman  Catholics;  and  thefe 
are  fubdived,  on  this  occafion,  into  Ecclefiaftic 
and  Laymen  ; the  former  inclining  to  an  Union, 
the  latter  furious  in  their  oppofition. 

Few  men  are  capable  of  forming  abftradl 
views  of  general  utility  ; and  ftiil  fewer  capable 
of  the  generofity  required  to,  facrifice  private 
interefts  to  the  good  of  the  community.  We 
fliall  therefore  confider  the  different  effects  to 
be  expecled  from  an  Union,  on  the  different 
intereits ; in  order  to  account  for  this  difference 
*in  the  condufl  of  two  ciaffes  of  men  united  in 
a common  enmity  to  their  Roman  Catholic 
couiuryiiien. 

The  church  of  Ireland  is  not  only  an  object 
of  jealoufy  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  and,  in 
her  prefent  ftate,  muft  ever  be  expofed  to 
danger  from,  that  quarter  ; but,  from  the  pecu- 
liar c'rcumftance  of  being  poffeffed  of  a very 
great  landed  property,  which'  is  an  objedt  of 
jealonry  to  the  Proteflant  gentry,  who  regard 
it  wi'h  an  evil  eye;  (he  cannot  rely  on  her 
own  fens  for  iupport;  and  runs  the  rifk  of  being 
faci'hced  to  a compromife  between  her  friends 
and  her  foe.*.  Her  condufl  in  embracing  Britifli 
connexion,  in  the  hdpe  of  identifying  her  in- 
tereifs  with  the  church  of  England,  is  very 
prudent  and  perfedly  juft;  as  (he  can^  more 
fafely  rely  on  the  juftice  of  an  United  Parlia- 
ment. than  on  her  fufpicious  allies  in  the  Par- 
liament of  Ireland.  Church 
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bads  hav«  loft  tbe  benefit,  derived 
to  by  property,  from  a common  intereft ; owing 
ID  die  very  circumftance,  which*  was  intended 
fop  their  fecurity,  their  being,  nnalienable. 

Landed  prc^erty;  held  tii  mortmain^  being, 
like  cRil  rights,  unalienable,  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  belonging  to  the  community,  rather 
than  to  mdividuals. 

The  power  of  the  Legiflature  over  the  landed  ' 
property  of  the  church ; to  regulate,  limit,  and 
difpofe  of,  is  fb  fully  recognifed,  and  has  been 
fo  frequernty  exerted,  that  a doubt  cannot  exift 
on  the  firbje^. 

Of  tithes  { fay  nothing,  whether  the  right  to 
them  be  founded  on  rhe  bible  or  the  ftatute- 
book ; on  right-  divine,  prefeription,  or  law. 

The  tithe  of  potatoes,,  the  feourge  of  the  cot- 
tager, calls  loudly  for  Parliamentary  regulation.  ° 

A modus  would  refeue  the  poor  man  from  a 
grievous  oppreffion,  and  prevent  the  (hocking 
cruelties  that  clergymen  and  tithe-farmers  have 
too  often  experienced  in  confequence. 

The  quantity  of  land  belonging  to  the 
church  of  Ireland  is  acknowledged,  univ^r- hnd.abar 
fally,  to  be  a bar  to  national  improvement.  ' If ^ to  improve- 
with  better  management,  it  (hould  be  found 
fufficient,  in  addition  to  the  tithes,  to  maintain 
the  eftablifhed  church  with  becoming  dignity 
and  eafe ; and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  afford  a 
decent  maintenance  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
clergy ; would  it  not  be  a very  defirable  mea- 
fure,  and  a very  wife  one,  both  for  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  Church  itfelf  ? 

. t lam 
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I am  a fincere  friend  to  the  cftablUhed 
church  of  Ireland ; but  I am  ftill  more  fo  to 
religion : and  can  never  lofe  fight  of  the  great 
objeft  of  melting  down  religious  diftindions^ 
and  forming  two  inimical  feds  into  one  com- 
munity of  Chriftians  and  friends. 

A hierarchy^  unacknowledged  by  law,  and 
independent  of  the  Crown,  an  imperium  in  im^ 
perio^  is  full  of  danger  to  the  fiate.  If  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  priefthood  were  maintained  by 
the  fiate,  they  ihuft  of  courfe  be  dependent 
on  the  government ; which  they  would,  from 
thence,  have  an  intereft  in  fupporting : inftead 
of  being  the  channels  of  fadion,  agitation,  and 
infurredion,  they  would  become  the  preachers 
of  order,  fubor dination,  and  quiet.  The  lean 
.beafts  are  always  reftlefs  and  troublefome,  and 
breaking  down  the  fences  of  the  rich  enclo- 
fures ; the  fat  cattle  enjoy  themfelyes,  and  lie 
quiet. 

It  is  a miftake  that  there  is  any  thing,  in  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion,  that  precludes  fuch  a 
connexion  between  the  government  and  their 
church,  as  the  public  good  requires.  Under 
the  French  monarchy,  the  Parliament  of  Paris 
condemned,  as  ftrongly  as  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  that  dangerous  tenet  formerly 
advanced  by  the  Popes,  that  they  had  a power 
to  abfolve  fubjeds  from  their  allegiance ; and, 
that  excommunicated  kings  might  bedepofed  by 
their  fubjeds : the  dodrine  was  abominable, 
and  it  ought  to  be  renounced.  The  kings  of 
France,  appointed  to  almoft  all  benefices,  the 
Pope  polieiring  nothing  but  an  appeal,  in 
fpiriiitalibus^  and  in  eccliaJUds,  On  the  fame 
ground,  the  matter  of  fupremacy  might  be  ea- 
fiiy  adjufted  in  Ireland.  It 
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It  will,  I think,  be  allowed  to  be  a matter  of 
little  confequence  as  to  the  hate,  whether  ordi- 
nation, confecration,  indudl'ion,  &c.  be  derived 
from  the  Pope  or  the  Primate ; while  the  ap- 
pointment to  all  temporalities  is  veiled  in  the 
King,  N 

The  fame  reafons,  that  very  properly  induce  Lay 
the  church  of  Ireland  to  favour  an  Union  with 
Great  Britain,  ought,  if  well  underftood,  to  Unioot 
have  the  fame  effe6l  on  the  lay  Orangemen, 
who  now  give  it  fo  violent  an  oppofition ; 
though  certainly  fome  excufe  is  to  be  made  for 
thofe,  who  confider  themfelves  poflelling  an 
exclufive  right  to  the  places  and  the  emoluments 
of  the  (late ; objefls  which  no  man  can  be  ex- 
pelled to  refign  without  regret,  even  when  com- 
pelled by  juftice  and  neceflity  fo  to  do. 

The  facrihce  they  are  called  on  immediately  their  in- 
to make,  in  confequence  of  an  Union,  is 
property  they  polTelfed  in  boroughs ; and  when 
we  confider  that  this  fpecies  of  property  was  of 
all  others  the  moft  fought  after,  as  giving  dif- 
tindion,  confequence,  and  confideration  to  the 
poffelTor ; it  muft  be  allowed  that  every  atten- 
tion  is  due  to  make  an  adequate  compenfation 
for  what  it  may  have  been  »the  work  of  ages  to 
acquire ; fince  the  facrifice  becomes  neceffary 
to  the  public  good,  and  the  peace  of  the  coun- 
try. For  though  they  will  gain  in  common 
with  all  their  countrymen  by  an  Union,  their 
peculiar  fituation  demands  a peculiar  attention, 
even  after  all  the  abatement,  that  can  be  made, 
from  this  fpecies  of  property's  not  being  recog- 
nifed  by  the  conftitution ; from  the  poffefiion 
being  precarious,  and  fubjefl  to  many  accidents 
and  difficulties ; and,  above  all,  from  its  being 
the  particular  objeft  of  jealoufy  to  the  Roman 
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Catholics,  who  conftantly  tacked  a Reform  of 
Parliament  to  their  demand  of  being  admitted 
to  a feat  in  the  Senate. 

Of  the  300  Members  compofmg  the  Houfe 
'of  Commons  of  Ireland,  about  180  were  re- 
turned by  clofe  boroughs,  confiding  of  twelve 
burgeffes,  and  a fovereign  or  chief  magiftratc, 
fcattered  like  fortreffes  over  the  country  for  the 
protedion  of,  and  encouragement  erf  new  fet- 
tlers.  While  thefe  remained  in  the  haind«  of 
Proteftants,  .Roman  Catholics,  if  admiffible, 
had  fmall  chatice  of  being  returned.  The  mode 
of  Parliamentary  Reform  propofed  in  England, 
was  an  additional  number  of  county  Members ; 
as  lead  liable  to  the  influence  of  the  Crown ; 
,but  the  objed  in  Ireland,  was  to  favour  the 
admiflion  of  Roman  Catholics  to  borough  elec- 
tions ; by  extending  the  right  of  voting,  not 
only  to  the  freeholders  and  freemen  within  -the 
borough,  but  to  thofe  refident  in  a certain  dif- 
trid  round  it. 

Without  fome  fuch  change  in  the  prefem 
fydem  of  reprefentation,  the  Roman  Catholics 
would  never  have  been  fatisfied ; and  if  the 
borough-owner  now  receives  a proper  compen- 
fation,  he  will  realize  an  uncertainty  ; be  will 
efcape  from  wrangling  and  quarrels ; and  cut 
off  a fruitful  pretext  for  diforder  and  agitation. 
So  that,  every  thing  confidered,  I doubt  not 
that,  if  a proper  compenfation  be  given,  he  will 
think  he  makes  a very  good  bargain.  At  all 
events,  the  interefls  of  fifty  or  fixty  individuals 
cannot  be  allowed  to  dand  in  the  way  of  a 
great  national  arrangenaent,  which  will  give 
peace  and  order  to  their  diftraded  country 

and 
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^ind  f(RCurc  -the  prefent  eftablifhnient  in  ^:hurch 
and  ftate,  by  an  incorporation  with.  Great  Bri- 
tain- 

If  the  Roman  Catholics  fliould  from  hence  Romsm  Ca- 
infex  that  they  are  confequently  to  be  for  ever 
excluded,  as  at  prefent,  from  a -participation  in  ^n^union!^ 
national  advantages ; they  would  argue  very 
wrong  ; for  the  fecurity  and  ftrength  of  the 
Proteftants  would  remove  the  only  juft  and 
reafonable  obje^ion  that  can  be  advanced  by 
them,  to  any  propofal  for  farther  conceffion : 
their  fears  being  once  removed,  their  oppofitioa 
will  ceafe.  At  prefent,  they  dare  not  give  a 
lharc  for  fear  of  lofing  the  whole  ; as  they  are 
weaker  in  point  of  numbers,  they  find  their 
fafety  in  keeping  their  aflailants  without  their  in- 
trenchments  : when  the  garrifon  is  reinforced, 
they  can  throw  their  gates  open,  without  an 
apprehenfion  of  danger. 

The  Roman  Catholics,  therefore,  fhonld  fee, 
that  it  is  their  intereft  that  die  Proteftants 
fliould  be  fully  fatisfied  in  this  point ; as  the 
certain  means  of  obtaining  whatever  they  can, 
in  juftice,  defire.  But,  if  the  Roman  Catholics 
exped  that  articles  of  agreement  fliould  .be  en- 
tered into,  beforehand,  for  fpecial  objeds ; they 
will  exped  what  the  nature  of  the  circura- 
ftances  renders  impoflible ; for  there  is  no 
power  now  in  exiftence,  that  could  give  them 
this  aflurance : the  King  cannot,  much  lefs  can 
the  Minifter,  though  he  has  exprefled  his  opi- 
nions, with  regard  to  them,  with  fufScient  pre- 
cifion  to  leave  no  doubt  of  his  intentions,  at  a 
proper  feafon.  And  the  very  objed  of  the 
Ujiion  is  to*  create  a tribunal,  before  whom 

tlieir 


f 


78 

their  claims  will  be  fure  to  find  an  impartial 
reception,  and  a candid  exarriination  ^ and  who 
alone  will  be  competent  to  decide  on  their  merits. 

QacfHon  The  Only  queftion  for  them  is  now  to  decide, 
for  their  whether  they  will  repofe  their  confidence  in  an 
on.  united  Parliament,  who  can  have  no  object  but 
to  fatisfy  every  clafs  of  His  Majefty’s  Irifh  fub- 
jedls ; and  whofe  wifh  mufl;  be  to  remove  inter- 
nal  divifions,  and  to  form  them  into  one  people : 
or  will  they  retain  their  Parliament,  as  at  pre- 
fent,  which  is  one  objeft  of  their  complaints  ? 
will  they  trull  to  the  juflice  and  beneficent 
views  of  their  gracious  Sovereign,  who  has 
liftened  to  their  prayer  and  granted  their  re- 
quells after  they  had  been  rejefted  by  their  own 
countrymen  ? Will  they  rely  on  the  Marquis 
Cornwallis,  whofe  lenity  and  attentions  they 
daily  experience ; or  on  the  Orangemen,  who 
' now  court  their  fupport  ? Will  they  rely  on  the 
men,  who  in  1789  excited  their  tenantry  to' 
commit  the  diforders  which  gave  rife  to  the 
Peep  of  Day  Boys,  and  Defenders  ?*  Will  they 
trull  the  men,  who,  in  1792,  pledged  their  lives 
and  fortunes,  at  their  county  meetings,  to  fup- 
port Protellant  Afcendancy ; and  who,  in  1793, 
endeavoured  to  defeat,  when  they  could  not  pre- 
vent, His  Majefty’s  gracious  recommendation  of 
their  caufe  to  the  Irilh  Parliament,  by  intro- 
ducing the  exclufion  of  which  they  now  com- 
plain ? 

The 

* In  the  fummer  of  1788,  M.  F.  Efq;  then  High  Sheriff  of  the 
county  of  Down,  came  to  Dublin  to  requeft  the  then  Lord  Lieute- 
nant to  intercede  with  two  Noblemen  of  that  county,  who,  from 
miftaken  zeal,  were  fuppofed  to  have  encouraged  their  tenants  to  break 
into  the  houfes  of  the  Roman  Catholics  by  night,  under  the  pretence 
of  fcarching  for  arms ; as  the  diforders  produced  thereby,  threatened 
ferious  confequences  to  the  peace  of  the  county.  The  Roman  Ca- 
tholics were  then  ftyled  Defenders;  a name  they  retained  after  they 
adfed  ofFenfivcly ; for  the  enfuing  winter  and  fpring  they,  under  the 
pretence  of  retaliation,  were  guilty  of  great  enonniti€S.j 
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' The  Roman  Catholics  now  demand 
pation.  If  they  were  in  a ftate  of  flavery,  in  * 
what  other  language  could  they  fue  to  be  re- 
leafed  ? As  it  may  not  be  generally  underftood 
what  is  meant  by  this  degrading  epithet,  I (hall 
quote  the  claufe  of  the  A6t  33  Geo.  III. 
ch.  2 1 . containing  the  enumeration  of  offices,  &c; 
from  which  the  Roman  Catholics  arc  excluded 
by  the  oaths  required  to  be  taken  to  qualify,  &c. 

Sec.  9.  “ Provided  always,  and  be  it  enafted,  provifo  of 
that  nothing  herein  contained  fhall  extend,  dr  33 
be  conftrued  to  extend,  to  enable  any  perfon 
fit  or  vote  in  either  Houfe  of  Parliament,  or  to 
hold,  exercife,  or  enjoy  the  office  of  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, Lord  Deputy,  or  other  Chief  Governor 
or  Governors  of  this  kingdom.  Lord  High  Chan- 
cellor, or  Keeper  or  Commiffioner  of  the  Great 
Seal  of  this  kingdom.  Lord  High  Treafurer, 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Chief  Juftice  of 
the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  or  Common  Pleas, 

Lord  Chief  Baron  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  ' 
Juftice  of  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  or  Com- 
mon Pleas,  or  Baron  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer, 

Judge  of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty,  Mafter 
or  Keeper  of  the  Rolls,  Secretary  of  State, 

Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal,  Vice-Treafurer,  or 
Deputy  Vice-1  reafurer.  Teller  and  Cafliier  of 
the  Exchequer^  or  Auditor  General,  Lieutenant, 
or  Governor,  or  Cuftos  Rotulorum  of  Counties, 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  Lord  Deputy, 
or  other  Chief  Governor  or  Governors  of  this 
kingdom.  Members  of  His  Majefty’s  Moft  Ho- 
nourable Privy  Council,  Prime  Sergeant,  Attor- 
ney General,  Solicitor  General,  Second  and 
Third  Sergeants  at  Law,  or  King’s  Counfcl, 
Mafters  in  Chancery,  Provofl;  or  Fellow  of  the 
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College  of  the  Holy  and  undivided  Trinity,  Poft- 
niafter  General,  Mailer  and  Lieuoenant  Gene- 

, ral  of  His  Majedy’s  Ordnance,  Commander  in 
Chief  of  His  Majefty’s  forces^  Generals  on  the 
Staff,  ^ and  Sheriffs  and  Sub-flieriffs.  of  any 
county  in  this  kingdom  : or  any  office  contrary 
to  the  riilesv  &c.  &c.  &c.  unlefs  he  (hall  have 
taken,  made,  and  fubferibed  the  oaths  and  de- 
claration, and  performed  federal  reqmjites^ 
which  by  any  law*  heretofore  made,  and  now 
of  force,  are  required  to  enable  any  perfon  to 
fit  or  vote,  or  to  hold,  exercife,  and  enjpy  the 
faid  offices  refpeclively/^  , 

It  murft  be  admitted,  that  the  particulars  of  this 
provifo  are  of  the  moft  interefting  kind,  as 
objects  of  honed  ambition  and  laudable  purfuk: 
and  it  cannot  be  denied  that  exclufion  and  legal 
incapaciry  are  degrading  in  themfelves;  and 
that,  in  fuch  cafes,  the  injury,  great  as  it  may 
be,  is  led  in  the  digma  it  infers : in  the  cafe 
before  us,  it  is  alleged,  that  this  might  have 
been  avoided,  as  the  appointment  to  all  the  fpe- 
cided  offices  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown ; who, 
it  is  contended,  might  have  been  fafely  entruft- 
ed  with  a diferetionary  power,  without  rilk  of 
clanger  or  inconvenience  to  the  date  ; in  the 
like  manner  as  the  nomination  of  Judices  of 
Peace  was  left  to  the  diferetion  of  the  Chancellor 
by  the  fame  Ad. 

^ I think  there  is  little  doubt  of  the  part  that 
the  Roman  Catholics  will  ad  between  an  united 
Parlkment  and  their  prefent  Parliament : but 
if  any  of  them  ffiould  be  inclined  to  retort  my 
former  arguments  of  numbers  and  phyfical  force, 
and  to  oppofe  an  Union  as  transferring  thefe  ad- 
^ vantages 

^ Teft  h6i  repealed  ia  favour  of  Proteflant  Dlffcnteri  io  1780. 
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vantages  to  the  Proteftants ; and  (hoald  further, 
fuppofe  only  in  fpeculation,  argue  for  the  policy 
of  conneding  themfelves  with  prance,  to  coun- 
terbalance the  power  of  the  Proteftants  derived 
from  a connexion  with  Great  Britain ; I will 
examine  this  view  with  the  greateft  candor,  to 
leave  nothing  unexplained,  whereon  to  hang  a 
doubt. 

» • . 

In  the  firft  place,  Britain  is, not  only  much 
nearer  to  Ireland  than  France,  and  could  fooner 
fend  troops  and  every  kind  of  fiipply,  but  her 
fleets  commanding  the  fea,  would  prevent  any  , 
regular  fupply  from  France  from,  coming  to 
Ireland.  But  fuppoflng  this  were  not  fo,  has 
France,  in  her  prefent  exhaufted  ftate,  even  men 
to  fpare  ? You  will  learn  the  ftate  of  France 
from  a very  refpe£lable  authority,  whofe  intereft 
it  was  by  no  means  to  exaggerate  the  calamities 
he  had  been  a very  aflive  inftrument  in  bringing 
on  his  country.  The  Abbe  Sieyes,  in  an  ad- 
drefs  from  the  Executive  Diredory,  of  the  17th 
Frudidor,  Sept.  3,  1799,  ifliied  by  him  as  Pre- 
fident  to  the  French  people,  thus  deferibes,  their 
lituation : , 

- . “ Citizens  of  every  condition,  be  aflur.ed  that  state  of 

the  Diredory,  whofe  members  lived  lately 
among  you,,  has  accurately  obferved  your  cala- 
mities and  your  wants ^ and  have  refleded  with 
forrow  upon  the  extent  of  the  privations  and  the 
facrifices  which  the  imminent  danger  of  the  crifts 
has  compelled  the  laws  to  impbfe. 

■ “ They  know  what  is  felt  by  the  farmer^  de- 
prived of  the  hands  by  which  he  was  ajfijied  in 
/>// labour ; by  <widovQ^  regretting  the  ab- 
fence  of  the  fon  who  folaced  her  milery  ; by  the 
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foldiei^^  who  lias  fo  often  called, ior  arms y 
JuhftJiencey  and  clothes  ; by  tht  artifan  in  want  of 
employment ; by  the  manufaBureVy  whofe  bujinefs 
languijhes ; by  the  artijly  whofe  talents  receive 
no  encouragement ; and  the  proprietory  whofe 
eftale  has  fallen  in  value.** 

In  the  above  defcription  of  republican  France, 
every  man  among  you  will  find  the  means  of 
comparifon  with  his  own  particular  fituation ; 
and,  without  any  remarks  of  mine,  I will  leave 
him  to  draw  his  own  conclufion. 

If  France  cannot  fend  men,  fhe  can  much 
lefs  fend  money,  which  Great  Britain  fupplies 
to  Ireland  with  a bountiful  hand : in  the  ex- 
amples of  the  Netherlands,  Holland,  and  Swit- 
zerland, you  have  before  you  the  confequenccs 
of  French  connexion,  and  revolutionary  princi- 
ples. The  French  have  firft  plundered,  and 
then  enflaved  thefe-  wretched  countries,  whofe 
infatuation  blinded  them  to  liften  to  the  flatter- 
ing fedudion  of  proffered  fraternity.  But  get- 
ting over  all  thefe  flrong  confiderations,  I will 
farther  fuppofe,  that  a numerous  and  well-ap- 
pointed French  force  had  actually  landed  in 
Ireland ; a vigorous  campaign  muft  then  take 
place,  in  which  it  is  more  than  probable,  that 
the  exertions  of  Ireland  (and  here  1 include  the 
loyal  of  all  diftin6lions),  backed  and  fupported 
by  Great  Britain,  w^ould  prevail,  though  the 
ftruggle  might  pofTibly  be  violent ; and,  moft 
certainly,  bloody  and  calamitous  in  the  extreme. 
But  ftill,  to  leave  no  poffibility  unexamined,  I 
will  fuppofe,  what  you  will  all  admit  to  be 
very  improbable,  that  the  French  had  enabled 
you  to  get  the  better.  The  firft  confcquence  of 
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this  tiew  ftate  of  things  muft  be,  the  deftru^lion 
of  your  religion ; which,  though  it  might  not' 
greatly  affe^  the  rabble  (for  the  rabble  of  all 
perfuafions  is  every  where  the  fame),  yer  could 
not  fail  to  make  a great  impreflion  on  thofe 
among  you,  whofe  attachment  to  their  religion 
has  made  them  give  up  the'  honours,  the  emo- 
luments and  the  diftindions  of  the  ftate. 

p ^ 

In  the  next  place,  the  trade  of  Ireland  would 
be  entirely  ruined  by  the  fleet  of  Great  Britain  ; 
and  your  linen  manufadlure,  the  great  article^ 
of  your  export,  would  be  loft ; by  which  Great 
Britain  would  fave  near  a million  a year,  which 
it  now  cofts  her  to  give  a preference  to  your 
linen  over  German  linen,  for  her  home  con- 
fumpiion.  » 

The  fupplies  of  money  you  have  hitherto  re- 
ceived from  Great  Britain  would  be  flopped  of 
courfe,  and  you  would,  befides,  have  to  draw, 
from  abroad,  arms,  ammunition,  and  military 
ftores ; and  farther,  to  preferve  the  afcendancy 
thus  acquired,  a French  army  muft  be  con- 
ftantly  kept  in  the  country,  of  fufficient  force  to 
prevent  the  oppofite  party  and  Great  Britain 
from  recovering  the  government ; and  this 
French  army  muft  be  paid  and  fuppprted. 
Ireland  does  not  abound  in  money  ; her  na- 
tural produce  muft  be  put  in  requifition ; her 
corn,  beef,  pork,  and  butter,  that  now  bring 
fuch  folid  returns  of  Britilh  gold,  muft  go  to 
feed  the  armies  of  her  new  allies ; who,  if  they 
paid  at  all,  would  pay  for  them  by  orders  on 
the  empty  treafury  of  Itreiand.  And  when 
they  had  drained  you  of  every  thing,  and  re- 
duced you  to  mifery,  they  would  then  leave 

you 
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you  to  fettle  accounts  vt^ith  Great  Britain,  irri-  / 
tated  by  your  defeQion.  , 

Loyalty  of  In  ihis  plain  and  intelligible  view  of  French 
connexion,  which  is  not  overftrained  in  any 
one  point,  every  man  among  you  will  be  able- 
to  form  a true  judgment  of  its  nature  and  con- 
fequence;  and  fo  well’ are  thefe  underftood  by. 
the  fenfible  and  thinking  men  of  your  perfua- 
fion,  that  if  a French  army  could,  by  any  pofli- 
bility,  make  good  a landing  in  Ireland,  I am 
convinced  they  would*  be  joined  only  by  the 
riot  rout  of  raps  and  rapperies,  whofe  excefles 
arid  dlforders  would  render  them  weaknefs,  and 
not  flrength,  to  any  military  operation. 

But  this  does  not  now  reft  on  opinion ; for 
the  Roman  Catholics  have  a right  to  claim  the 
merit  due  to  their  loyal  and  honourable  con- 

- id  when  the  French  fleet  appeared  in 

" Bantry  Bay,  and  when  a landing  was  eflfeded 
by  Humbert  in  the  Bay  of  Killala.  Neither  do 
the  events  of  1798  juftify  any  general  refleftion 
on  that  body  ; for  the  infurreftion  did  not  ori- 
ginate with  fherri,  nor  had  it  religion  for  its 
objefV,  as  men  of  all  perfuafions  were  unfor-' 
tunaiely  engaged  in  it.  But  if  every  man  in 
amis  had  been  Roman  Catholic,  what  fair  in- 
ference could  be  made,  but  that  the  general 
ftnje  ©f  that  body  was  againft  them?  I'he  re- 
bellion wa«  dbilfined  'to  the  three;  counties  of 
Riidare,  VVicklo^%‘ aild  Wexford, aiand  more 
pahic-ularlj'  to-the^  tw  latter,  i where  Proteftant 
i\‘lkefulancv!andire-Kgious  diftihtlicrt^  tiiave  hcQn 
carried  to  the  lengths ; bat  thefe  ‘three 

counties  are  not  fa -tertth  of  the  kingdom,  nor 
the  Roman  Catl^olifcs^iref^derit  in  them  a fif- 
t^eenih  part  of  that  perfuafion. 


If 
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If  an  agreement  had  been  made  at  the  Revo-  Experiment 
lution  to  feled  one  county  in  Ireland,  for  try- 
ing  an  experiment  of  the  effe£l  of  Pro/^jw/ancy  inthe'" 
Afeendanejy  I defy  any  man  to  point  out  a cir- 
cumftance  that  has  been  wanting  to  make  that 
experiment  in  the  moft  fatisfaftory  manner  in 
the  county  of  Wexford.  Who  that  knew  the 
county  of  Wexford,  or  had  ever  heard  of  the 
Proteftant  Boys  of  Wexford,  could  have  con- 
ceived that  the  Roman  Catholics  fhould  have 
rifen  there  ? And  yet  fuch  is  the  fad ; the  re- 
bellion not  only  broke  out  there,  but  was  mark- 
ed with  atrocities  that  difgrace  human  nature. 

Does  this  example  encourage  us  to  extend  Pro- 
teflant  Afcendancy  over  the  reft  of  the  king- 
dom ? Munfter  and  Connaught,  where  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  religion  is  predominant,  as  the 
Proteftant  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  were  per- 
fedly  quiet. 

If  fuch  general  refledions  be  unjuft,  they  General 
are  certainly  impolitic  in  the  higheft  degree, . as  reflections, 
they  have  a direct  tendency  to  irritate,  to  alien- 
ate the  aftedions  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  and 
to  drive  them  into  defperate  meafurcs,  when 
they  find  themfelves  not  only  deprived  of  the 
(hare  of  approbation  that  belongs  to  loyalty 
and  good  conduct,  but  as  a body  fufpeded  of 
difaftedion,  and  involved  in  a genera!  charge 
of  rebellion. 

The  Orangemen,  in  thus  holding  up  theobjeasof 
whole  body  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  indiferi-  ^range- 
minately,  as  ftate  criminals,  might  have  two  ^ ' 
objeds  in  view — the  firft,  to  expofe  them  to 
iniliiary  execution  ; the  fecond,  to  render  them 
fufpeded  to  Government,  in  the  hope  of  pre- 
venting any  farther  relaxation  in  their  favour. 

In  ■ 
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Fira  defeat-  In  the  fifft,  they  have  been  dilappointed  by 
quis  inanly  firmnefs  of  the  Marquis  Cornwallis, 

waiiu.  who  has  reftrained  .jhe  rage  of  contending  fac- 
tions; who  has  made  the  laws  be  refpeded  by 
diiiributipg  juftice  to  the  rich  and  the  poor, 
the  peer  and  the  peafant,  with  a fteady  and 
impartial  hand;  and  who,  from  the  general 
confidence  repofed  in  his  virtuous  charafter 
by  all  ranks,  has  been  enabled  to  flop  the  effu- 
, fion  of  blood,  and  to  reftore  order  and  tran- 
quillity, to  a furprifing  degree,  in  fo  fhort  a 
time. 

Second,  "To  defeat  the  fecond,  and  to  wipe  away  the 
maybe  con- imputation  of  difaffediou  and  turbulence  that 
yp^r  enemies  have,. endeavoured  to  affix -on 
tage.  your  general  chara<5ler,  the  prefent  occafion  is 
favourable,  and  ought  to  be  carefully  employed 
for  fo  commendable  an  objed:. 

Artstomif-  ^'he  fame  arts  are  now  employed  to  miflead 
YuigaV,^  the  unfufpecting  and  ignorant,  by  an  appeal  to 
their  predominant  paffion,  the  love  of  their 
country  ; — their  monopoly  of  power  thefe  men 
do  not  blufh  to  call  the  independence  of  their 
country  ; and  they  who,  on  every  occafion,  op- 
pofed  any  ad  of  juftice  to  Papists,  now  invite 
them  to  join  in  ads  of  fedition  againft  the  King 
who  has  befriended  them,  and  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant who  has  protected  them. 

The  fenfible  and  difeerniag  part  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  are  id  no  danger  of  being  de- 
ceived by  fuch  in/idious  attempts ; but  they 
oi’.glit,  at  the  fame  time,  to  exert  ihemfelves  to 
Tt ' the  giddy  and  the  thoughtlefs  from  any. 

* “ ad  of  difordec  or  infubordination  which  might 

give  any  handle  to  reflect  on  their  community: 

for 
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for  the  men  that  now  tempt  them  wouid  be, 
hereafter,  the  foremoft  to  accufe  them. 

The  Roman  Catholics  ought  to  remember, 
that,  in  their  prefcnt  political  fituation,  this  is 
the  only  manner  in  which  they  can,  effeittii' 
ally,  fhow  their  acquiefcence^and  approbation 
of  the  meafure  of  /In  Unions  and  by  their  loya^ 
and  orderly  j^ehaviour  recommend  themfelves 
to  His  Majefty’s  favour,  and  the  good  opinion 
of  their  fcllowfubjeds. 

In  confirmation  of  what  I recommend,  I will 
quote  an  authority  which  muft  be  ever  dear  , - 

and  refpedted  by  every  Roman  Catholic  Iritli- 
man.  It  is  the  Introdu<ftion  of  the  great  char- 
ter of  their*  liberties,  the  Preamble  to  the  fa- 
mous fiatute  of  the  i8th  of  His  prefent  Majefty, 
ch.  49.  which  broke  the  chains  of  the  Penal 
Code,  under  which  they  had  long  groaned,  and 
reftored  them  to  the  rights  of  freemen.  It  was, 

1 believe,  drawn  by  that  grej^t  and  good  man, 
the  late  Chief  Baron  Burgh,  and^  fhould  be  chief 
chcrifhed  as  the  legacy  and  advice  of  a departed 
j friend. 

I “Whereas,  by  an  Adi  made  in  this  king>PreamMc 
I dom,  in  the  fecond  year  of  hW  late  Majefiy 
Queen  Anne,  intituled,  ‘ An  A6l  to  prevent  ’ ‘ 

‘ the  further  Growth  of  Popery  f and  aifo  bv 
another  Adi  made  in  the  eighth  year  of  the  faid 
reign,  for  explaining  and  amending  the  faid 
Adt,  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  are  made 
fubjcdl ' to  feveral  difabilities  and  incapacities 
therein  particularly  mentioned:  and  whereas, 
from  their  uniform  peaceable  behaviour  for  a long 
feries  of  years ^ it  appears  reajonable  and  expedient 
to  relax  the  fame,  and  it  mull  tend  not  only  to 

the 
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the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  this  kingdom^ 
but  to  the  profperily  and  Jirength  of  all  His  Ma- 
jeftfs  dominions^  that  his  fubjelts  of  all  denomi- 
nations Jhould  enjoy  the  blejfngs  of  our  free  Con- 
Jiitution^  and  Jboiild  be  bound  to  each  other  by 

MUTUAL  IN  TER  1ST  and  MUTUAL  AFFECTION: 

Therefore  be  it  enadled,”  &c.  &c. 

Thefe  principles  of  a liberal  and  enligluened 
policy  deferve  to  be  written  in  leiicrs  of  gold. 
Roman  Catholics  1 you  here  fee  the  road  that 
leads  to  the  accomplifhment  of  all  your  wifhes : 
Peaceable  Uniform  peaceable  ' behaviour  lias  reltored 

behaviour,  yoLi  to  the  rank  you  now  hoki  in  the  Hate : a 
and  confe-  perfeveraiice  in  an  uniform  peaceable  behaviour 
quences.  obtain  for  you  every  thing  mat  now  remains 

to  be  done.  ' 

* t 

By  an  Union  with  Gieat  Britain  you  will 
farther  acquire  additional  weight  "by  uniting 
with  the  Roman  Catholics  of  that  kingdom, 
among  whom  you^will  find  men  of  eminence 
V Y and  refpedability,  whofe  prudence  and  diicre- 
' • tion  will  be  of  the  greateft  ufe  to  dired  your 

proceedings*,  as  the  irreproachable  condud  of 
that  body,  in  general,  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
have  the  moft  beneficial  tendency  in  influencing 
you  to  follow  fo  laudable  an  example. 

State  of  Before  I clofe  this  part  of  my  fubjed,  I would 
France  and  beg  leave  to  Call  the  mofl  ferious  attention  cf 
cMn^red.  Pioteflants  and  Roman  Catholics  to  the 

misfortunes  that  have  defolated  the  once  happy 
kingdom  of  France,  and  which  have  been  all 
produced  by  a contefi  between  two  claffes  or  par- 
ties ; Jituated^  as  to  civil  franebifeSy  as  they  now 
arcy  with  this  difference,  that  the  diftindlons 

between 
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between  the  clafles  in  France  did  not  originate 
from  religious  perfuafiOn,  as  they  do  in  Ireland. 

The  Noblejfe  “and  Clergi  poffelTed,  as  the 
Proteftants  of  Ireland,  exclufive  privileges  to 
air  the  great  offices  of;  honour,  diftindliort,  and 
confideration  in  the  (late, , with  one  additional 
privilege  indeed,  an^  exemption  from  certain 
taxes,  which  they  denominated  ignoble ; and 
the  Tiers  Etat^  or  majority  of  the  people,  de- 
manded equality  of  rights,  and  equality  of  buf’- 
dens,  with  as  much  violence  as  ever  the  Romati 
Catholics  called  for  emancipation. 

Their  demand  as  to  burdens  appeared  reafon- 
able ; and  as  there  was'a  deficit  in  the  public 
revenue,  an  /^JJembUe  de  Notables  was  called 
in  17B8,  for  the  purpofe,  and  in  the  hope,  of 
prevailing  on  the  privileged  clajfes  to  fubmit  to 
an  equality  of  taxation  \ but  the  Noblejfe  and 
Clerge  clung  to  their  privilege,  and  formed  a 
fadtions  oppofition,  which  ended  in  the  diffiolu- 
tion  of  the  AjfembUe, 

The  Court,  difappointed  of  carrying  the  riiea- 
fure'  amicably,  refolved  on  calling  the  Etats 
Generaux,  confifting  of  the  Nobles,  Clerge,  and 
Tiers  Etat  \ which  lalt  was  to  confift  of  600 
members,  and  the  two  former  of  300  each.  This 
arrangement,  calculated  to  give  a preponderancy 
to  the  Tiers  Etat,  created  great  alarm  among 
the  Noblejfe  and  Clergi,  who  faw  themfelves 
aimed  at  by  it,  'and  prepared  for  defence.  The 
whole  military  force  of  the  kingdom,  the  pro- 
vincial governments,  the  forts  and  garrifons, 
were  all  in  the  hands  of  the  Nohkjje  -,  the  dif 
cipline  was  relaxed,  and  the  feeds  of  difaffe5lion 
N fown 
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Jown  through  the  army ; while  the  Clerge  railed 
and  caballed  againft  the  King  and  the  Court. 

On  the  meeting  of  the  Etats,  the  third  eftate, 
confcious  of  their  own  ftrength,  and  led  by 
men  of  the  firfl:  abilities,  were  unbounded  in 
their  demands ; they  infifted  on  the  Three 
Chambers  being  united  into  one,  and  all  quef- 
tions  being  decided  by  the  appel  nominal^  or 
majority  of  votes : the  Etats  Generaux  were 
converted  into  an  AJfemblee  Nationale^  and  the 
wildeft  pretenfions  fucceeded.  Not  fatisfied 
with  deftroying  privileges,  they  felt  themfelves 
infecure  if  they  did  not  abolifli  the  privileged 
orders  themfelves,  which  foon  led  to  the  de- 
.ftrudion  of  the  King  and  the  overthrow  of  - 
the  Government.  The  conduct  of  the  Tiers 
Etat  (hewed  that  great  bodies  of  men  are  inca- 
pable of  gratitude ; and  the  King,  the  Nobles, 
and  Cle  ge,  faw  the  fatal  effects  of  their  dif- 
agreement  when  they  became  irreparable  ; and 
their  union  to  counteract  the  confequences  that 
threatened  them  all,  only  rendered  the  druggie 
more  animated  and  more  violent. 

In  this  druggie,  not  only  the  King  and  the 
leaders  of  both  parties  have  fallen  viSims,  but 
government,  order,  law,  religion,  and  property, 
have  been  buried  in  one  common  ruin.  The 
fons  of  the  revolution  have  fucceflively  fprung 
up  in  arms,  as  in  the  days  of  fable,  from  the 
ferpenEs  leeth,  only  to  dedroy  each  other : 
the  country  at  lad,  after  being  deluged  with 
blood  and  exhauded  by  crimes,  now  flies  to 
a Military  Despoiism  to  (belter  her  from 
the  horrors  produced  by  her  New  Conjlitution  *, 
arid  the  druggling  factions  bend  the  knee  to  a 
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Corftcan  Adventurer ^ and  implore  a state  of 
SLAVERY  to  refcue  them  from  the  anarchy  of 
independence  and  equality. 

Su<;h  are  the  confequencesithat  have  refuited  • 
from  , a frruggle  for  civil  rights  between,  two 
great  clafles  of  the  people  in  France ; .and  fuch 
are  the  cpnfequencesl  that  may  molt  certainly 
be  expected  to  arife  from  aift'ruggle  of  the 'fame 
kind  in  Ireland^  if  the  good  fenfe  of  both  par- 
ties does  npt.  .derive.,  thei  benefit '.frora  this/ ex- 
ample,  to,  unite  amicably  for  a compromif^ 
by  which  . every  thing  that  is  valuable!  may 
be  obtained,  and  every  thing-  that  li  ruinous 

avoided,  • - . . ^ 
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CONCLUSION. 

JLove  of  our  Nature  has,  for  the  wifeft  purpofes,  im- 
country  planted  in  the  heart  of  man  a fociai  pafTion,  fo'r 
mutual  afliftance  and  general  prefervation.  This 
paffion,  as  the  mind  enlarges  and  reafon  ex- 
pands, extends  itfelf  by  flow  degrees,  like  the 
gradations  of  an  iricreafing  feries,  from  -the  fa- 
mily and  the  home,  to-  the  tonifn unity,  the 
.kingdom  and  the  ftate.  But  early'  prejudice 
and  local  attachment  ftill  cling  totind  the  firft 
objeds  of  our  affedion,  and 'yield;  at  laft,  with 
difficulty,  to  the  yoke  of  reafon  and  public 
good. 

What  now  conflitutes  a barony,  formerly 
conftituted  a kingdom ; and  the  bickerings  and 
bloodflied  with  which  their  petty  conteils  were 
maintained,  Ihew  us  the  difficulty  with  which 
Union  was  accomplifhed,  even  when  mutual  ad- 
vantage rendered  a junction  of  ftrength  indif- 
penfably  necellary  to  the  fafety  of  both,  to  pre- 
ferve  them  againft  a common  enemy. 

'Sbufe^  This  honefl  prejudice  has  the  ftrongefl:  power 
over  the  inofl  ignorant  and  uninformed  minds, 
who  are  incapable  either  of  refleding  on  remote 
caufes,  or  judging  of  diflant  confcquences ; 
and  naturally  expofes  their  unfufpecling  tempers 
'to  be  mifled  by  the  artful  clamour  of  interefted 
and  defigning  men. 

The  clamour  excited  agaiiifl;  the  prcfent  fa- 
lutary  meafure  of  an  Incorporate  Union  has 
been  induflrioufly  circulated,  through  the  fila- 
ments 
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merits  of  Parliamentary  influence,  over  coun^  • . 
ties,  corporations  and  boroughs  : it  is  the  old 
ftopy  of  Lor^g  Ijivq  Diana  of  Ephefiis  ! The  in^- 
prellion  rriade  by  mifreprefeutation,  thpji^h  k 
may  be  violent,  is  generally  of  fhort  durai;ip4. 

It  cannot  Hand  the  tell  of  fair  inquiry,  and  pr^7 
jadice  mull:  fubfide  as  reafon  begins  to  operate. 

I have  avoided  touching  on  the  im\nifoJd 
nefits  that  an  Union  vidth  Great  I3ritaiii  mull^  ^ ’ 

produce  on  the  general  iinprpveinenc  of  .the 
wealth,.  Hrjength,  and  happinefs  of  the  king- 
donijof  Ireland,  as  this  part,, of  the  fubjecf  has 
been  already  fp  ably  and  fully  difcuTed'  .1 
have,  on  the  other  hand,  endeavoured  tp: 
the  abfolute  neceflity  for  this  meafure,  in  prder 
to  corred  the  inconveniencies  and  dangers  tha^ 
refult  from  the  prefent  defective  Hate  ^pf  the 
political  connexion  be_t ween  the  two  kingdc^jns; 
and  to  prevent  tji-e  diford$r§  iuid  calamities  thad 
are  the  natural  confequenc.es  of  the,  prf^eA^relat- 
tive  lltuation  of  the  religious  diftindions  within 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland.,'  ..  -n % - 

I conceive  that  men  may  refufe  their  aflent 
to  an  Union  on  ‘ the  firft  ground,  and  balance 
private  intereft  againft  public  advantage;  but 
no  man  can  rejec|:;i| -on  the  fecond,  without 
facrificing  individual  fafety  and  general  liecurityr 
to  petty  and  partial  confideraiions.  i 

It  is  however  extremely  ddirable  that  the 
queflion  fhould  be  molt  minutely  confidered ; 
truth  runs  no  rifk  from  inquiry — and  if  every 
degree  of  perfonality  could  be  thrown  ahde,  the 
arguments  might  be  vveighed  on  their  own 
merits.  To  fet  the  example,  I fliall  here. Hate 
every  Objeftion  1 have  ever  heard  made  to  an 
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Objedtions  Incorporate  Union,  without  any  reference  to 
^ifwerel  ^^6  perfons  by  whom  they  have  been  advanced; 
and  fliali  annex  fuch  fhort  Anfwers  as,  I truft, 
will  carry  conviction  along  with  thern,  as  they 
fhall  be  founded  in  fads  which  cannot  be  called 
in  queftion. 

Firft  Ob-  Firf  Objedion.  The  prefent  profperity  of  Ire- 
land  is  owing  to  her  independent  Parliament. 

- An/wer*  * If  a line  of  demarcation^  is  to  be 
drawn,  the  profperity  of  Ireland  is  owing,  ex- 
clufively,  to  her  dependent  Parliament ; for  all 
the  benefits  to  her  trade,  including  the  grant 
of  a free  trade  in  1780,  were  acquired  by  the 
dependent  Parliament,  and  none  that  I - ever 
heard  of  by  htx  independent  Parliament ; • but  a 
mutual  intercourfe  under  the  Navigation  Aft, 
Or  what  is  called  the  Re-export  Trade,  which,  I 
believe,  has  never  produced  one  thoufand  pounds 
profit  to  the  kingdom. 

e^ondob-  Second  Objedion,  Great  Britain  is  jealous  of 
the  profperity  of  Ireland,  and  propofes  an 
Union  in  order  to  defiroy  her  trade  and  her  in- 
' ’ dependence.  . . i 

. . , . , ' T 

I 

Anfwer.  Ignorance  alone  of  Britifh  liberty 
and  Britifh  profperity  could  liften  to  fuch  a 
ftupid  calumny,  which,  in  faft,  contradifts  it- 
felf : for  if  Great  Britain  were  capable  of  har- 
bouring fuch  mean  and  bafe  views,  fhe  could 
make  the  attempt  only,  while  Ireland  remains, 
as  at  prefent,  in  a feparate  ftate.  But  when 
Ireland  becomes  united  with  Great  Britain,  and 
a part  of  the  fame  ftate,  it  is  abfolutely  impof- 
fible  for  Great  Britain  to  deftroy  either  the  7«- 
dependence  or  the  trade  of  Ireland  withont  be- 
coming 
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coming  felo  de  fe,  and  deftroying  her  own  at 
the  fame  time.  There  will  not  be  then  two 
Parliaments,  as  now;  there  will  be  but  one 
Parliament,  and  one  law,  for  every  part  of  the 
empire. 

Third  ObjeSion.  Britilh  merchants  and  Bri-  Third  ob- 
tifh  manufadurers  are  not  more  likely  to  fettle 
in  Ireland,  nor  Britifh  capital  to  be  employed 
there  after  an  Union  than  before. 

Anfwer,  Gircumftances  may  undoubtedly 
cdiinteradl  the  faireft  profpeds  ; but  an  Union 
has  a dired  tendency,  if  not  counteraded  by 
unfortunate  events,  to  produce  all  the  above 
confequences ; for,  in  the  firft  place,  when  the 
appeal  from  the  Irifh  Courts  to  the  Britifh  Par- 
liament was  taken  away,  the  Britifh,  from  want 
of  confidence,  drew  their  money  out  of  Ireland. 

When  the  appeal  is  reftored  to  their  own  fupreme 
Court  of  Judicature,  confidence  will  return  with 
it ; and  when  the  ftate  of  the  country  is  fuch  as 
to  render  it  fafefor  men  to  venture  their  perfons 
and  property  ; the  fertile  foil  of  Ireland,  the 
mild  climate,  cheap  provifions,  and  cheap  la- 
bour, will  infallibly  attrad  both  manufadurers 
and  capital : but  the  country  muft  be  quiet,  and 
order  and  fubordination  to  the  laws  are  necefla- 
ry  preliminaries. 

If  thefe  take  place,  capital  will  not  be  want- 
ing for  every  pofTible  objed  of  improvement 
and  fpeculation.  To  enter  into  a detailed  ac- 
count of  the  prefent  ftate  of  Great  Britain, 
would  lead  me  into  t^o  wide  a field : but  one 
fimple  view  will  be  fufficient  to  convince  th^ 
plaineft  underftanding,  that  (he  abounds  with 
capital  at  this  moment,  far  beyond  all  former 

example. 
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example.  Daring ' the  courfe  of  the  prefent 
war  Great  Britain  has  raifed,  one  yea^•'^  with 
another,  upwards  of  twenty  millions  every 
year  over  and  above  what  will  be  wanting  for 
her  peace  efiablifliment.  Her  trade  has,  at  the 
fame  time,  been  extended  to  an  incredible  de- 
gree/ and  her  rnanufadures  have  * increafed  in 
proportion : no  enterprife  has  failed,  no  under- 
taking mifcarried,  for  want  of  capital : and  one 
happy  effect  of  fuch  unprecedented  profperity 
has  been,  the  eradicating  the  fpirit  of  jealoufy 
formerly  entertained  of  Ireland ; fo  that  at  a 
peace,  as  Great  Britain  will  have  twenty  mil- 
lions of  furplus  capital  to  difpofe  of,  there  can 
he  no  doubt,  that  it  would  prefer  fettling  in 
Ireland,  if  Ireland  be  quiet  and  under  the  fame 
judicature,  rather  than  going  to  the  Weft  In- 
dies. to  Africa,  or  even  to  t'rance,  in  qlieft  of 
employment. 

•If  this  does  not  happen,  it  will  be  owing  to 
Ireland  herfelf ; and  the  blame  will  belong  en- 
tirely to  her.  . 

I i 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland  are  now  like  a 
higher  reach  and  a lower  reach  of  the  fame 
canal : take  away  the  lock  that  feparates  them, 
and  the  water  will  flow  to  a common  level. 

A poorer  country  has  every  thing  to  gain 
from  a partnerfnip  with  a richer ; and  nothing 
to  lofe. 

Fourth  OhjeBlon.  An  Union  will  injure  the 
Dublin  bankers.  It  will  hurt  the  fhop-keepers, 
who  live  partly  by  letting  lodgings.  It  will 
hurt  the  attornies,  and  the  lawyers, 

Anfwer 

4.  • ^ ’ 
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Jnfwer.  i.  The  reduction  of  the  rate  of  in* 
tereft,  from  6 to  5 per  cent,  which  will  be  the 
confequence  of  an  Union,  will  be  a lofs  to  the 
banker ; but  it  will  be  a very  great  advantage 
to  the  public  ; as  nothing  contributes  fo  much 
to  the  increafe  ot  trade  and  manufactures,  as  a 
low  rate  of  intereft  ; and  even  what  the  banker 
lofes  in  this  manner,  he  may  be  expected  to  do 
more  than  gain  in  another,  from  the  increafed 
circulation  and  the  extenlion  of  trade. 

2.  When  the  Parliament  met  only  every  fe- 
cond  year,  Dublin  was  fuller,  and  the  fociety 
better,  the  intermediate  winter  that  it  did  not 
meet.  The  fociety  of  Dublin  has  been  hurt 
by  the  violence  of  party ; it  will  ftill  be  the  ca- 
pital of  the  kingdom,  the  feat  of  juftice,  of  lite- 
rature, of  elegance  and  amufement.  Cork, 
Waterford,  Limerick,  Galway,  Derry,  Belfaft, 
and  Newry,  may  all  contend  with  Dublin  for 
the  foreign  and  colonial  trade ; but  Dublin  will 
ever  retain  the  linen  trade,  and  the  trade  with 
Britain  for  home  confumption  \ the  firft  from 
the  linen  hall  of  Dublin  being  fupplied  with 
complete  affortments  of  the  Leinfter,  as  well 
as  Ulfter  linens,  which  will  always  attrad  the 
Englifti  factors ; and  which  circumftance  did 
defeat  an  attempt  that  was  made  fome  years 
ago  to  transfer  the  linen  market  from  Dublin 
to  Belfaft  ; and  the  fecond  is  a confequence  of 
the  firft,  to  which  the  return  is  made  from  the 
London  market,  in  articles  of  confumption  and 
luxury,  for  the  fupply  of  Dublin ; and  from 
thence  conveyed  by  the  means  of  two  canals, 
that  extend  to  the  fouth,  the  weft,  and  north- 
weft  extremities  of  the  kingdom.  But  the  ex- 
ample of  Edinburgh  ought  moft  completely  to 
remove  every  apprehenfion  entertained  by  the 
o inhabitants 
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inhabitants  of  Dublin,  from  the  effeds  of  the 
Union ; as  whatever  difference  can  be  pointed 
out  in  the  two  cafes,  will  be  found  to  be  in  fa- 
vour of  Dublin. 

3.  If  it  be  true,  that  attornies  live  by  property, 
as  property  increafes,  their  bufinefs  is  not  likely 
to  decreafe. 

4.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  lawyers,  though 
it  nuift  be  admitted  that  they  will  lofe  one  line 
of  promotion  which  has  been  pretty  fuccefsful ; 
for  if  an  Union  takes  place,  a young  lawyer, 
who  has  walked  the  hall  of  the  Four  Courts  with 
an  empty  bag  in  the  morning,  cannot  come  down 
to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  make  his  fortune 
by  roafting  the  Secretary : but  if,  in  confequence, 
he  fhould  be  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  ftudying 
Blackftone  inftead  of  Blarney,  and  Coke  upon 
Littleton,  inftead  of  abufive  declamation,  he 
might  find  the  benefit  in  the  end,  and  his  clients 
be  no  lofers. 

Fifth  Objedion.  It  will  encourage  emigra- 
tion. 

Anfwer.  The  refidence  of  32  Peers  and  100 
Commoners,  for  a few  months,  cannot  greatly 
affeft  either  Dublin  or  London ; and  the  life  of 
London  is  too  expenfive  to  encourage  emigra- 
tion. 

The  emigration  that  hurts  Ireland,  is  to  Bath, 
Cheltenham,  Buxton,  and  Harrowgate,  which 
are  become  Irifla  colonies ; to  fay  nothing  of 
Brighton  and  Tunbridge,  and  the  thoufands  of 
Irifh  families  that  are  now  fcattered  over  Wales, 
watching  for  the  moment  that  they  can  venture 
to  return  to  their  native  homes. 


The 
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The  difturbed  and  unfettled  ftate  or  Ireland, 
is  the  caufe  of  the  only  eri*igratiori  by  which  (lie 
can  ever  be  injured. 

So  faliitary  are  the  ePieds  that  Ireland  has  to  General  ob- 
exped  from  an  Union,  on  the  profpeiitv, 
fecurity,  and  the  peace  of  the  country,  that  it 
would  have  been  her  intereft  to  embrace  the 
propofal  with  ardor,  on  whatever  conditions  it 
had  been  made.  But  here,  the  generofuy  of 
Great  Britain  appears  in  the  brighteft  point  of 
view  : for  fo  extremely  favourable  are  the  con- 
ditions to  Ireland,  that  the  oppofers  of  the  niea- 
fure  in  that  kingdom,  have  chofen,  in  delpair 
of  finding  room  for  cavil,  to  pafs  them  over  in 
filence,  rather  than  call  the  attention  of  the  pub- 
lic to  terms  which  were  fure  of  meeting  their 
warmeft  approbation ; and  which  will  be  more 
cordially  embraced,  as  they  are  better  under- 
ftood. 

The  only  advantage  that  Great  Britain  looks 
for,  is  from  the  improved  ftate  of  Ireland  ; in 
the  hope  of  reftoring  her  to  vigour  and  health, 
inftead  of  being,  as  at  prefent,  a difordered 
member  of  the  body  politic ; and  of  faving  the 
conftitution  from  the  danger  of  a vicious  and 
difeafed  habit,  which,  if  not  correded,  muft 
prove  fatal,  in  the  end. 

If  I am  afked,  if  I can  depend  on  an  Union 
producing  this  happy  change ; I anfwer,  that  an 
Union  will  not  only  remove  the  imperfedions 
that  tend  to  deftroy  the  connexion  between  the 
two  kingdoms ; but  that  it  would  gradually 
extinguifti  the  animofities  and  feuds  between 
the  different  bodies  of  the  people  of  Ireland, 

from 
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from  which  its  diforders  and  troubles  have 
fprung.  By  introducing  capiral-and  indiiftry, 
- it  would  give  occupation  to  the  idle  and ’the 
mifehisveus ; and  when  thefe  have  produced 
their  elfedl:,  a ftrong  government  and  a vigor- 
ous execution  of  the  laws,  mull  complete  what 
an  Union  will  have  becruii. 
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APPENDIX. 


NUMBER  I. 

Anno  Sexto  Geo,  III.  Chap,  5.  An  Ad  for  the  better 
fecuring  the  Dependency  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland 
upon  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain, 

I.W  HERE  AS  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  Ireland  have  of  late, 
againft  law,  aflumed  to  themfelves  a power  and  jurifdi£lion 
to  examine,  correct,  and  amend  the  judgments  and  decrees 
of  the  Courts  of  Jullice  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  : there^ 
fore,  for  the  better  fecuring  of  the  dependency  of  Ireland 
upon  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  may  it  pleafe  your 
Moft  Excellent  Majefty,  that  it  may  be  declared,  and  be 
it  declared  by  the  King’s  Moft  Excellent  Majefty,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Lords  fpiritual  and 
temporal,  and  Commons,  in  this  prefent  Parliament  af- 
fembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  th^t  the  faid 
kingdom  of  Ireland  hath  been,  is,  and  of  right  ought  to  be 
fubordinate  unto,  and  dependent  upon  the  Imperial  Crown  of 
Great  Britain,  as  being  infeparably  united  and  annexed  there- 
unto; and  that  the  King’s  Majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
confent  of  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  Commons 
of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament  aflembled,  had,  hath,  and 
of  right  ought  to  have,  full  power  and  authority  to  make 
laws  and  ftatutes  of  fufficient  force  and  validity  to  bind  the 
kingdom  and  people  of  Ireland. 

II  And  be  it  further  declared  and  ena£led,  by  the  autho- 
rity aforefaid,  that  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  Ireland  have  not, 
nor  of  right  ought  to  have,  any  jurifdidion  to  judge  of, 
affirm,  or  reverfe  any  judgment,  fentence,  or  decree,  given  or 

made 
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made  in  any  Court  within  the  faid  kingdom  *,  and  that  all 
proceedings  before  the  faid  Houte  of  Lords  upon  any  fuch 
judgment,  fentence,  or  decree,  are,  and  are  hereby  declared 
to  be  utterly  null  and  void,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  what- 
foever.  . r- 


NUMBER  Ih 

Copy  of  His  Majejiy^s  Mejfage  delivered  to  the  Houfe  of 

Commons  of  Great  Britain  on  the  <^th  of  April  1782. 

George  R. 

HIS  Majefty,  being  concerned  to  find  that  difeontents  and 
jealoufies  are  prevailing  among  his  loyal  fubjedfs  in  Ire- 
land, upon  matters  of  great  weight  and  importance,  earneftly 
recommends  to  this  Houfe  to  take  the  fame  into  their  moft 
ferious  confideration,  in  order  to  fuch  a final  adjuftment  as 
may  give  mutual  fatisfa6fion  to  both  kingdoms. 

r g.;r.‘ 

Refolved,  nemine  contradicente y That  an  humble  Addfefs 
be  prefented  to  His  Majefty,  to  return  His  Majefty  the 
thanks  of  this  Houfe,  for  his  moft  gracious  meflage  ; and 
to  affure  His  Majefty,  that  this  Houfe,  feeling  with  His  Ma- 
jefty the  deepeft  concern  that  difeontents  and  jealoufies 
Ihould  have  arifen  among  His  Majefty’s  loyal  fubje£ls  in 
Ireland,  will,  without  delay,  take  the  fame  into  their  moft 
ferious  confideration,  in  order  to  fuch  a final  adjuftment  as 
bmay  give  mutual  fatisfacfion  to  both  kingdoms. 


NUMBER  III.  ' 

Copy  of  the  Meffage  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  and  Commons 
iri  Jrelandyfrom  His  Grace  the  Lord  Lieutenant ; de- 
livered the  16/6  of  April  1782. 

Portland. 

I HAVE  it  in  command  from  His  Majefty  to  inform  this 
Houfe,  that  His  Majefty,  being  concerned  to  find  that  dif- 
eontents and  jealoufies,  &c.  &c,  &c. 

P. 
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NUMBER  IV. 

Copy  of  a Refoluiion  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  in  Ireland^ 
Mercurii,  if  Die  Apr  ilisy  1782. 

Die  Mercurii,  170  Aprilis,  1782. 

RESOLVED,  by  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  in  Par-^ 
liament  aflembled,  nemine  diffentiente^  That  an  humble  Ad- 
drefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majefty,  to  return  him  our  thanks 
for  the  mod  gracious  Meflage  fent  to  this  Houfe  by  His 
Majefty^s  command,  through  the  medium  of  His  Grace  the 
Lord  Lieutenant ; and  to  allure  him  of  our  moft  unlhakcn 
loyalty  and  attachment  to  His  Majefty’s  perfon  and  go- 
vernment, and  of  the  lively  fenfe  we  entertain  of  his  paternal 
care  of  his  people  of  Ireland,  in  thus  inquiring  into  the 
difeontents  and  jealoufies  that  fubfift  amongft  them,  in  order 
to  fuch  final  adjufhnent  as  may  give  mutual  fatisfaftion  to 
his  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Q-  1 f William  Watts  Gayer,  JCler, 
igne  , I Edward  Gayer,  J Parliament. 


NUMBER  V. 

Copy  of  a Refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  Ireland^ 
Martis,  16°  Die  Aprilis,  1782, 

Martis,  16'^  Die  Aprilis,  1782. 

RESOLVED,  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to 
His  Majefty,  to  return  His  Majefty  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe 
for  his  moft  gracious  Meflage  to  this  Houfe,  fignified  by  His 
Grace  the  Lord  Lieutenant  *,  to  aflure  His  Majefty  of  our 
unlhaken  attachment  to  His  Majefty’s  perfon  and  govern- 
ment, and  of  our  lively  fenfe  of  his  paternal  care,  in  thus 
taking  the  lead  to  adminiftcr  content  to  His  Majefty’s  fub- 
je6ls  of  Ireland;  that,  thus  encouraged  by  his  royal  interpo- 
fition,  we  fhall  beg  leave,  with  all  duty  and  affedion,  to  lay 
before  His  Majefty  the  caufes  of  our  difeontents  and  jea- 
loulies;  to  aflure  His  Majefty,  that  his  fubjeds  of  Ireland 
are  a free  people  ; that  the  Crown  of  Ireland  is  an  imperial 
Grown,  infeparably  annexed  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain; on  which  connexion,  the  interefts  and  happinefs  of 
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both  nations  eflentially  depend ; but  that  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland  is  a diftincff  kingdom,  with  a Parliament  of  her  own, 
the  foie  legiflature  thereof-,  that  there  is  no  body  of  men 
competent  to  make  laws  to  bind  this  nation,  except  the 
King,  Lords,  and  Commons  of  Ireland,  nor  any  other  Parlia- 
ment which  hath  any  authority  or  power  of  any  fort  what- 
foever  in  this  country,  fave  only  the  Parliament  of  Ireland : 
To  aflure  His  Majefty  that  we  humbly  conceive,  that  in  this 
right  the  very  eflence  of  our  liberties  exifted  ; a right  which 
we,  on  the  part  of  all  the  people  of  Ireland,  do  claim  as 
their  birthright,  and  which  we  cannot  yield  but  with  our 
lives:  To  affure  His  Majefty,  that  we  have  feen  with  con- 
cern, certain  claims  advanced  by  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  in  an  A£t  intituled,  “ An  Adi  for  the  better  fecur- 
ing  the  Dependency  of  Ireland  an  Adi  containing  mat- 
ter entirely  irreconcilable  to  the  fundamental  rights  of  this 
nation ; that  we  confider  this  Adi,  and  the  claims  it  advances, 
to  be  the  great  and  principal  caufe  of  the  difcontents  and 
jealoufies  in  this  kingdom : To  aflure  His  Majefty,  that 
His  Majefty’s  Commons  of  Ireland  do  moft  fincerely  wifh, 
that  all  Bills  which  become  law  in  Ireland  fhould  receive 
the  approbation  of  His  Majefty,  under  the  Seal  of  Great 
Britain  ; but  that  yet  we  do  confider  the  pradlice  of  fuppreff- 
ing  our  Bills  in  the  Council  of  Ireland,  or  altering  the 
fame  any  where,  to  be  another  juft  caufe  of  difcontcnt  and 
jealoufy:  To  aflTure  His  Majefty,  that  an  Adi,  intituled, 
“ An  Adi  for  the  better  Accommodation  of  His  Majefty^s 
Forces,”  being  unlimited  in  duration,  and  defedlive  in  other 
inftances,  but  paflTed  in  that  ftiape  from  the  particular  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  times,  is  another  juft  caufe  of  difcontent 
and  jealoufy  in  this  kingdom  : That  we  have  fubmitted  thefe 
the  principal  caufes  of  the  prefent  difcontent  and  jealoufy  in 
Ireland,  and  remain  in  humble  expedlation  of  rcdrefs  ; that 
we  have  the  greateft  reliance  on  His  Majefty^s  wifdom,  the 
moft  fanguine  expedlations  from  his  virtuous  choice  of  a 
Chief  Governor,  and  great  confidence  in  the  wife,  aufpi- 
cious,  and  conftitutional  councils  which  we  fee,  with  fa- 
tisfadlion.  His  Majefty  has  adopted  ; that  we  have  moveover  a 
high  fenfe  and  veneration  for  the  Britilh  charadler,  and  do 
therefore  conceive,  that  the  proceedings  of  this  country ; 
founded  as  they  were  in  right,  and  tempered  by  duty,  muft 
have  excited  the  approbation  and  efteem,  inftead  of  wound- 
ing the  pride  of  the  Britlfti  nation  j and  we  beg  leave  to 

aflure 


aiTure  His  Majefty,  that  we  are  the  more  confirmed  In  this 
hope,  inafmuch  as  the  people  of  this  kingdom  have  nevef 
exprefied  a defire  to  (hare  the  freedom  of  England,  yi^ithout 
declaring  a determination  to  fhare  her  fate  likewife,  {landing 
and  falling  with  the  Britifli  nation. 

(Signed)  Thos.  Ellis,  Cler.  Pari.  Dorri.  Com. 

[Thefe  two  Addrefles  Nos.  IV.  and  V.  were  prefented  by 
Mr.  Secretary  Fox  to  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons^ 
May  t,  1782.] 


NUMBER  Vf; 

Britijh  Houfe  of  Commons ^ May  ly,  1782^ 

ORDERED,  That  the  feveral  papers  which  were  prefented 
to  the  Houfe  by  Mr.  Secretary  Fox,  upon  the  firft  day  of  this 
inftant  May,  be  referred  to  a Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe. 

Mr.  Powy5  reported  from  the  faid  Committee*  the  fol- 
lowing Refolutions,  which  the  Committee  had  directed  him 
to  report  to  the  Houfe,  viz. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
an  A£l,  made  in  the  fixth  year  of  the  reign  of  His  late  Ma- 
jefty  King  George  I.  intituled,  An  Aft  for  the  better  fe- 
curing  the  Dependency  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland  upon  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain,”  ought  to  be  repealed. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  it 
is  indifpenfablc  to  the  interefts  and  happinefs  of  both  king- 
doms, that  the  connexion  between  them  fhould  be  efta- 
blilhed  by  mutual  confent,  upon  a folid  and  permanent 
bafis. 

The  faid  Refolutiuns  being  feverally  read  a fecond  time, 
were,  upon  the  queftion  feverally  put  thereon,  agreed  to  by 
the  Houfe,  nemine  coniradicenie. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  for  re- 
pealing an  Aft,  made  in  the  fixth  year  of  the  reign  of  His 
late  Majefty  King  George  I.  intituled,  “ An  Aft  for ‘the 
better  fecuring  the  Dependency  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland 
upon  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain And  that  Mr.  Secretary 
Fox,  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt,  Mr.  Powys,  and  Lord  John  Ca- 
rendiih,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame.  ' 

p Refolvedj 


Refolved,  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefen  ted  to  His 
Majefty,  that  His  Majefty  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  take 
fiich  meafures  as  His  Majefty  in  his  Royal  wifdom  (hall 
think  mod  conducive  to  the  eftablifhing,  by  mutual  confent, 
the  connexion  between  this  kingdom  and  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  upon  a folid  and  permanent  bafis. 

May  22,  1782.' 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox  reported  to  the  Houfe,  that  His  Ma- 
jefry  had  been  attended  with  the  Addrefs  of  this  Houfe  of 
Friday  laft,  which  His  Majefty  had  been  pleafed  to  receive 
very  gracioufly  ; and  that  His  Majefty  had  commanded  him 
to  acquaint  this  Houfe,  that  he  will  immediately  take  fuch 
meafures  as  may  be'moft  likely  to  conduce  to  the  eftablifii- 
ment  of  a connexion  between  this  kingdom  and  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland,  upon  a folid  and  permanent  bafis. 


NUMBER  VII. 

Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland, 
May  27,  1782. 

THE  Right  Honourable  Mr.  Secretary  Fitzpatrick  pre- 
fented  to  the  Houfe,  by  order  of  His  Grace  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, 

Refolutions  and  Addrefs  of  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  tern* 
poral  of  Great  Britain,  relating  to  Ireland,  the  17th  of  May, 
'I782.  - 

Votes  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  relat- 
ing to  Ireland,  dated  the  17th  day  of  May,  1782. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Right  Honourable  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  informed  the 
Houfe,  that  His  Majefty  had  been  pleafed  to  return  3 mod 
gracious  Anfwer  to  the  Addrefs  of  this  Houfe  of  the  i6ch 
of  April — which  is  as  follows ; 

George  R. 

His  Majefty  receives  tvith  pleafure  the  afliirances  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland,  of  their  unfhaken  attachment 
to  his  perfon  and  family. 

It  gives  His  Majefty  the  higheft  fatisfadUon  to  obferve, 

that 
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that  in  their  opinion,  in  which  His'  Majefty  perfeftly  con- 
curs, the  conftitutional  connexion  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  is  elfcntial  to  the  interefts  and  happinefs  of  both 
nations ; and  that  it  is  the  determination  of  his  people  of  Ire- 
land to  fhare  the  fate  of,  and  to  ftand  and  fall  with  the  Bri- 
tifh  nation. 

His  Majefty  conceives  that  thefc  principles  cannot  fail  fb 
contribute  to  the  accomplifhment  of  his  earneft  delire  to  re-, 
move  all  caufes  of  difeontent  and  jealoufy ; with  that  view 
His  Majefty  has  recommended  this  weiglity  and  important 
fubje^f  tO'the  confideration  of  his  Parliaments  of  both  king- 
doms, trufting  that  their  united  wffdom  will  liiggeft  fuch 
meafures  as  may  terminate  in  a final  adjuftment  to  their 
mutual  fatisfaefion. 

With  the  fame  view  His  Majefty  intends  forthwith  to 
communicate  to  the  Lords  and  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  ^ 
the  Addreftes  of  the  Lords  and  Commons  of  Ireland. 

G.  R. 


, NUMBER  VIII. 

Address  in  Answer,  May  28,  1782. 

To  the  King^s  Moft  Excellent  Majefty. 

\ 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Knights^  Citizens  and 
Burgejfes^  in  Parliament  affembled. 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

WE  your  Majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjedls,  the 
Commons  of  Ireland  in  Parliament  aflemblcd,  beg  leave  to 
afture  your  Majefty  of  our  unfeigned  afFeftion  to  your  royal 
perfon  and  government ; and  that  we  feel  moft  fenfibly  the 
attention  which  our  reprefentations  have  received  from  the 
magnanimity  of  your  Majefty,  and  the  wifdom  of  the  Par- 
liament of  Great  Britain. 

We  afture  your  Majefty,  that  we  conceive  the  Refolution 
for  an  unqualified,  unconditional  repeal  of  the  6th  of  Geo.  I, 
lo  be  a meafure  of  confummate  wifdom  and  juftice,  fuitable 
to  the  dignity  and  eminence  of  both  nations,  exalting  the 
charader  of  both,  and  furnilhing  a perpetual  pledge  of  mu- 
tual amity.  . . 

We 


Wc  aiTure  yohr  Majelly,  that  wc  ate  fenfibly  afTe£led  by 
your  virtuous  determination  to  accede  to  the  wiflies  of  you? 
faithful  people,  and  to  exercife  your  royal  prerogative  in  a 
planner  moft  conducive  to  their  welfare  j and  accordingly 
we  (hall  immediately  prepare  bills  to  carry  into  execution 
the  deiires  of  your  Majeity’s  people  and  your  own  moft 
benevolent  purpofes. 

Gratified  in  thofe  particulars,  we  do  aflure  your  Majefty 
that  no  conftitutional  queftion  between  the  two  nations  will 
any  longer  exift,  which  can  interrupt  their  harmony  ; and 
(that  Great  Britain,  as  (he  has  approved  of  our  firmiiefs,  fo 
may  fiie  rely  on  our  affection. 

We  remember  and  do  repeat  our  determination  to  ft  and 
and  fall  with  the  Britifh  nation. 

V/e  perceive  with  pleafure  the  magnanimity  of  your  Ma- 
jefty difclaims  the  little  policy  of  making  a bargain  with 
your  people  ; and  feeling  with  pride  the  confidence  your  Ma- 
jefty repofes  in  the  good  faith,  generofity,  and  honour  of  the 
' Irifti  nation,  we  anfwer  with  all  humility,  that  your  Ma- 
jefty entertains  a juft  fenfe  of  our  charaQer.  Common  in- 
tereft,  perpetual  connexion,  the  recent  condu6f  of  Great 
Britain,  a native  afte^fioii  to  the  Britifh  name  and  nation, 
together  with  the  confUtution  which  we  have  recovered,  and 
the  high  reputation  which  we  poffefs,  muft  ever  decide  the 
wifhes  as  well  as  the  intereft  of  Ireland  to  perpetuate  the 
harmony,  ftability,  arid  glory  of  the  empire. 

We  affute  your  Majefty,  that  we  learn  with  fingular  fatls- 
fadfion  the  account  of  your  brilliant  fuccefles  in  the  Eaft 
and  Weft  Indies,  gratified  at  one  and  the  fame  inftant  in  our 
deareft  willies,  the  freedom  of  Ireland,  and  glory  of  Great 
Britain. 

We  cannot  omit  exprefling  pur  gratitude  to  your  Majefty, 
for  appointing  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  the  government  of 
this  kingdom.  We  are  convinced  his  reprefentations  were 
faithful,  vigorous  and  beneficial. 

We  are  acquainted  with  his  character,  and  relying  on  his 
upright  and  frugal  adminiftracion,  make  no  doubt  that  a free 
people  and  an  uncorrupt  Parliament  will  unite  to  give  a con- 
ftitutional Chief  Governor  decided  fupport. 

We  have  prefumed  to  lay  before  your  Majefty  our  ge- 
Jiuine  fentiments  on  the  change  of  our  fituation.  Your  Ma- 
jefty will  receive  them  as  the  voluntary,  unftipulated  tribute 
cf  a free  and  grateful  people. 


NUMBER 


NUMBER  IX. 

His  Majejiy  s Anfwer^  prefented  by  Mr.  Secretary 
Fitzpatrick^  "June  13,  1782. 

George  R. 

HIS  Majefty  has  receired  with  the  mod  fincere  fatis- 
fa£lron  the  dutiful  and  loyal  Addrefs  of  his  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons of  Ireland,  His  Majefty  aflures  his  faithful  Commons 
of  his  affectionate  acceptance  of  their  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  attention  which  His  Majefty  and  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain  have  fhown  to  their  reprefentations, 
and  which  they  fo  juftly  confider  as  furnilhing  a perpetual 
pledge  of  mutual  amity. 

The  declarations  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  no 
coTiftitutional  queftion  between  the  two  nations  will  any 
longer  exift,  that  can  interrupt  their  harmony,  and  that 
Great  Britain  may  rely  on  their  affeCfions,  are  very  pleafing 
to  His  Majefty. 

His  Majefty  is  fully  convinced,  by  their  prefent  profeffions 
of  entire  fatisfaCfion  and  dutiful  attachment,  that  His  Ma- 
jefty always  entertained  a juft  fcnfe  of  their  charaCler;  the 
zeal  which  they  have  fliewn  to  perpetuate  the  harmony,  and 
their  determinations  to  uphold  the  glory  of  the  empire, 
juftify  His  Majefty  for  having,  on  his  part,  given  the  moft 
unequivocal  proof#  of  his  royal  confidence  in  the  honour  and 
good  faith  of  the  Irifh  nation. 

G.  R. 


NUMBER  X. 

Copy  of  an  Addrefs  of  F^hanks  to  His  Grace  the  Lord 
Lieutenant^  May  28,  1782, 

To  His  Grace  William  Henry,  Duke  of  Portland^ 
Lord  Lieutenant  General  and  General  Governor  f 
Ireland. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Knights^  Citizens^  and 
Burgejfes,  in  Parliament  ajfembled. 

May  it  please  your  Grace, 

WE,  His  Majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjeCls,  the 
Commons  of  Ireland  in  Parliament  affembled,  beg  leave  to 

exprefs 


exprefs  oar  mod  unfeigned  acknowledgements  for  your  ex- 
cellent fpeech  from  the  throne  ; and  we  do  befeech  your 
Grace  to  be  aiTured,  that  thefe  are  not  the  trite , ex prefTions  of 
meie  formal  duty,  but  the  pure  dfufionsof  genuine  gratitude 
from  a free  people  to  a Chief  Governor  who  has  announced 
from  the  throne  the  ratification  of  their  freedom.  Delcended 
from  a li’ioof  conftirntional  anceftors,  inheriting' their  prin- 
ciples with  their  blood,  the  appointment  of  your  Grace  to 
the  government  of  this  coi'inrry,  v/as  an  earnelt  given  by  a 
beneficent  Prince,  of  thofe  gracious  intentions  which  he  has 
fince  fofcMy  manifefted  to  his  people;  and  amidft  the  entire 
fatisfaflcion  which  we  experience'from  the  important  infor- 
mation which  your-  Grace  has  been  plealed  to  communicate,, 
we  cannot  but  rejoice  that  the  name  of  Bentinck,  fo  inti- 
mately conned'ed  with  the  great  aera  of  Britiih  liberty,  will 
be  handed  down  to  the  latefl;  pollerity,  infeparably  blended 
with  the  full  and  perfeiSl:  efiablilhmcnt  of  the  conilitution  of 
Ireland..  And  we  have  the  heft  founded  expe£fations  that  a 
Nobleman,  in  whofe  virtues  both  countries  have  the  juftell 
confidence,  will  for  ever  cement  thofe  friendly  and  affec- 
tionate difpofitions,  which  it  is  our  earned  wifh  fiiould  at  all 
times  mutually  continue  between  the  two  countries. 


Copy  of  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland's  Anfwer^ 
May  30,  1782. 

Gentlemen, 

I return  you  my  mod  fincere  thanks  for  your  kind  and 
affetlionate  Addrefs,  and  receive  with  lingular  pleafure  your 
animated  and  honourable  expreffions  of  gratitude  and  entire 
fatisfa^lion,  arifing  from  thofe  declarations  which  the  benign 
wifdom  of  His  Majedy  and  the  Bntifh  Parliament  haS' 
enabled  me  to  make  from  the  throne.  I fhall  think  myfeif 
fortunate  indeed,  if  the  period  of  my  adminidration  of  this 
country  fhall  prove  the  aera  of  reciprocal  and  infeparable 
affection  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ; an  sera  facred 
to  every  friend,  as  it  is  formidable  to  every  enemy,  of  the 
Britifh  empire. 


NUMBER* 
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is^MBER  XL 

22  Geo.  III.  Cap.  53. 

An  Ad  to  repeal  an  AB^  made  in  the  ftxth  Tear  of  the 
Reign  of  His  late  Majejly  King  George  the  Firft^ 
intituled  “ An  Ad  for  the  better  fecuring  the  De- 
pendency of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland  upon  the  Crown 
of  Great  Britain."** 

WHEREAS  an  was  palTed  In  the  fixth  year  of  the 
reign  of  His  late  Majefty  King  George  the  Firft,  intituled, 
‘‘  An  A£I  for  the  better  fecuring  the  Dependency  of  the 
“ Kingdom  of  Ireland  upon  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain;” 
may  it  pleafs  your  Moft  Excellent  Majefty  that  it  may  be 
enadled;  and  be  it  ena£led  by  the  King’s  Moft  Excellent 
Majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Lords 
fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  Commons,  in  this  prefent  Parlia- 
ment aflembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  that  from 
and  after  pafting  of  this  A£l,  the  above-mentioned  AQ:, 
and  thefeveral  matters  and  things  therein  contained,  Ihall  be, 
and  is  and  are  hereby  repealed. 

NUMBER  XII. 

23  Geo.  III.  Cap*.  28. 

An  Ad  for  removing  and  preventing  all  Doubts  which 
have  arifen.^  or  might  arife^  concerning  the  exclufive 
Rights  of  the  Parliament  and  Courts  of  Ireland^  in 
Matters  of  Legijlation  and  fudicature : and  for  pre- 
venting any  Writ  of  Error  or  Appeal  from  any  of 
His  Majejly* s Courts  in  that  Kingdom  from  being  re- 
ceived^ heard^  and  adjudged^  in  any  of  His  Majejly* s 
Courts  in  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  \ 

WHEREAS,  by  an  A6l  of  the  laft  SeiTion  of  the  prefent 
Parliament,  intituled,  ‘‘  An  A£l  to  repeal  an  Act,  made  in 
the  fixth  year  of  the  Reign  of  His  late  Majefty  King  George 
the  Firft,  intituled,  ‘ An  Aft  for  the  better  fecuring  the  De- 
‘ pendency  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland  upon  the  Crown  of 
* Great  Britain/  It  was  enafted,  that  the  faid  laft- mentioned 
Aft,  and  all  matters  and  things  therein  contained,  fhould  be 
repealed : and  whereas  doubts  have  arifen  whether  the  provi- 
fions  of  the  faid  Aft  are  fufticient  to  fecure  to  the  people  of 

Ireland 


Ireland  the  rights  claimed  by  them  to  be  bound  only  by 
laws  enabled  by  His  Majefty  and  the  Parliament  of  that 
Kingdom,  in  all  cafes  whatever,  and  to  have  all  a£Hons  and 
fuits  at  law  or  in  equity,  which  may  be  inftituted  in  that 
kingdom,  decided  in  His  Majefty’s  Courts  therein  finally, 
and  without  appeal  from  thence ; therefore,  for  removing 
all  doubts  refpefting  the  fame,  may  it  pleafe  your  Majefty 
that  it  may  be  declared  and  enabled  ; and  be  it  declared  and 
enabled  by  the  King’s  Moll  Excellent  Majefty,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal, 
and  Commons,  in  this  prefent  Parliament  alfembled,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  fame,  that  the  faid  right  claimed  by  the 
people  of  Ireland  to  be  bound  only  by  laws  enadfed  by  His 
Majefty  and  the  Parliament  of  that  kingdom,  in  all  cafes 
whatever,  and  to  have  all  actions  and  fuits  at  law  or  in 
equity,  which  may  be  inftituted  in  that  kingdom,  decided  in 
His  Majefty’s  Courts  therein  finally,  and  without  appeal 
from  thence,  (hall  be,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  ella- 
bliftied  and  afeertained  for  ever,  and  (hall,  at  no  time  here- 
after, be  queftioned  or  queftionable. 

IL  And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaidj 
that  no  Writ  of  Error  or  Appeal  (hall  be  received  or  ad- 
judged, or  any  other  proceeding  be  had  by  or  in  any  of  His 
Majefty’s  Courts  in  this  kingdom*  in  any  a£fion  or  fuit  at 
law  or  in  equity*  inftituted  in  any  of  His  Majefty’s  Courts 
in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  j and  that  all  fuch  writs,  appeals, 
or  proceedings,  (hall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  declared  null 
and  void  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  j and  that  all  records* 
tranferipts  of  records  or  proceedings,  which  have  been  tranf- 
mitted  from  Ireland  to  Great  Britain,  by  virtue  of  any  Writ 
of  Error  or  Appeal,  and  upon  which  no  judgment  has  been 
given  or  decree  pronounced  before  the  firlt  day  of  June,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  fhall,  upon  appli- 
cation made  by  or  in  behalf  of  the  party  in  whofe  favour 
judgment  was  given,  or  decree  pronounced,  in  Ireland,  be 
delivered  to  fuch  party,  or  any  perfon  by  him  authorized  to 
apply  for  and  receive  the  fame. 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER  XIII. 

Duke  of  Portland* s Correfpondence^ 

No.  I. 

Dublin  Cajlle^6th  Mny^  1^82. 

From  the  Duke  of  Portland^  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland^  to  Lord 
Shelburney  Secretary  of  State, 

My  Lord, 

THE  confidence  I find  repofed  in  me  is  certainly  ex- 
tremely flattering — I will  meet  it  as  it  deferves,  by  continuing 
to  write  without  any  referve. 

Under  the  impreffion  of  the  unavoidable  neceffity  of  con- 
ceding all  the  points  required,  for  the  fake  of  deriving  any 
real  advantage  from  the  pofleflion  of  this  country,  I do  re- 
commend that  pofitive  aflurances  be  given  that  the  alter- 
ation of  the  Mutiny  Bill  and  the  modification  of  Poynings* 
Law,  (hall  be  conceded  to  them  in  the  form  required  by 
their  Addrefs ; that  the  6th  of  George  the  Firft  fhall  be 
repealed,  and  that  Writs  of  Error  fhall  no  longer  be  received 
by  our  Court  of  King’s  Bench  ; but  that,  as  Great  Britain, 
by  thefe  conceffions,  is  defirous  not  only  of  fatisfying  the 
expecSIations  of  the  Irifh  upon  all  conflitutional  points,  but 
of  preventing  every  poflible  fource  of  future  jealoufy  and 
difcontent,  fhe  does  not  doubt  of  receiving  an  unequivocal 
teftimony  of  a correfponding  difpofition  on  the  part  of  Ire- 
land, and  is  perfuaded  that  the  Parliament  of  this  country 
will  co-operate  in  the  moft  effectual  method,  either  with  the 
King’^s  confidential  fervants,  or  with  commifiioners  appointed 
by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  or  through  the  medium 
of  the  Chief  Governor  of  this  kingdom,  to  fettle  the  precife 
limits  of  that  independence  which  is  required,  the  confider- 
ation  that  fhould  be  given  for  the  protedlion  expelled,  and 
the  (hare  it  would  be  proper  for  them  to  contribute  towards 
the  general  fupport  of  the  empire,  in  purfuance  of  the  decla- 
ration contained  in  the  concluding  paragraph  of  their  own 
Addrefs. — The  regulation  of  their  trade  is  a fubje£I  which, 
I think,  would  very  properly  make  a part  of  the  treaty, 
and  which,  from  the  diflatisfadlion  exprefled  by  many  com- 
mercial perfons  at  the  delufive  advantages  of  the  Free  Trade, 
would  be  a very  fit  and  neceflTary  fubjedl  for  difcuflion.  . I 

Q.  need 
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reed  not  Inform  ymir  Lordfhip  th  at  they  will  find  precedents 
in  the  firll;  volume  of  the  Journals  of  their  own  Houfe  of 
Corr.mons,  of  committees  or  agents  being  fent  to  England 
to  reprefent  their  grievances  and  obtain  redrefs. 

As  every  letter  your  Lordfiiip  has  received  from  me  has 
protrrefiively  reduced  the  hopes  I firft  held  out  to  you,  it 
will  he  natural  for  you  to  expe6f  that  I fliould  affign  a reafon 
for  mppofing  that  the  plan  which  I have  fubmitted  to  you 
will  accompli (li  the  event  we  defire.  All  I can  fay  is,  that, 
in  my  apprehenfion,  it  ought  to  accomplifli  that  event.  In 
my  apprehenfion,  propofals,  fuch  as  I have  ftated,  cannot 
he  refilled  in  Parliament  with  any  elTe£l.  They  fo  dire£lly 
correfpond  with  the  willies  of  the  public,  that  I conceive 
that  no  artifice  could  induce  them  to  fupport  an  oppofition  to 
them ; the  refufal  to  accede  to  them,  or  to  appoint  commif- 
fioners  for  a Final  Adjullment,  on  the  grounds  of  their  own 
Addrefs,  when  they  Ihould  be  affured  that  perfons  were 
properly  authorized  for  that  purpofe,  would  be  fuch  an  in- 
dication of  finifler  defigns  as  would  warrant  your  dire£lions 
to  me  to  throw  up  the  government,  and  to  leave  them  to 
that  fate  which  their  folly  and  treachery  Ihould  deferve.  If 
fuch  fhould  he  the  fentiments  of  the  King’s  fervants,  after 
ufing  every  endeavour  to  bring  them  to  a true  fenfe  of  their 
condition,  and  of  the  confequences  of  fuch  a refufal,  I 
Ihould  hefitate  as  little  to  order  the  yacht,  and  to  leave  them 
to  be  the  vi6Ums  of  their  own  infanity,  as  I fhould  to  fay 
that  it  would  be  ufelefs  to  attempt  to  coerce  them,  and  that 
the  country  upon  fuch  terms  would  not  be  worth  poffelllng. 

Suffer  me,  my  Lord,  once  more  to  repeat  my  moft  earneft 
intreaties  for  a fpeedy  determination.  There  are  pafTages 
in  the  two  laft  letters  I had  the  honour  of  receiving  from  you 
which  make  me  think  that  there  is  little  or  no  difference  in 
our  opinions  upon  this  unhappy  fubje£l ; and  let  me  add, 
that  unlefs  negociation  can  be  entered  into  with  perfons  pro- 
perly authorized  by  the  Parliament  of  this  country,  and  that 
the  obje£l  is  to  go  fairly  to  the  bottom  of  the  bufinefs,  and 
to  form  a new  fyftem  of  relation  between  the  two  countries, 
upon  the  bafis  of  their  mutual  interefts,  the  chara<5fer  of  the 
prefent  Adminiftration  will  be  loft,  and  the  Englifh  Govern- 
ment mult  be  prepared  to  renounce  all  pretenfions  to  refpe£t 
or  influence  in  this  country.  I am,  &c.  &c. 

(Signed)  ; PORTLAND. 


No. 


No.  2 
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To  Mr. 

/ 

Dublin  CaJlUy  Sunday  Morning 
Sir,  'ittli  May y 1782. 

I ihculd  be  very  glad  to  hear  that  Lord  Cnaricinoiu  \va^ 
inclined  to  accede  to  any  part,  or  even  to  the  idea  of  fuch 
a plan,  as  you  have  been  fo  obliging  as  to  communicate  to 
me.  i Ihould  confider  it  as  a material  tlep  to  that  fituation 
in  which  1 am  fure  it  is  the  iritcrefts  of  both  kingdoms  to  be 
placed;  being  convinced,  that  whatever  is  mod  like  a UNION 
is  the  mod  probable  bond  of  connexion  to  reftore  and  perpe- 
tuate the  harmony  and  profperity  of  the  two  countries. 

1 am,  with  great  refpcdt  and  regard,  Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient  humble  fervant, 
(Signed)  PORULAND. 

No.'  3. 

ExtraB  of  a Letter  from  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  to  the 
Duke  of  Portland^  dated  Wimbledoriy  ly^thMayy  1782. 

The  eflential  points  on  the  part  of  Ireland  now  acceded 
to,  will,  I trud,  edablifh  a perfedf  cordiality  between  the 
two  countries;  and  as  there  can  no  longer  exid  any  grounds 
of  conted  or  jealoufy  on  matters  of  right  between  the  coun- 
tries, the  only  object  of  both  will  be,  how  fi7ially  to  arrange^ 
fettle y andadjuf  dll  matters  %uhereby  THE  Union  of  power, 
STRENGTH,  AND  MUTUAL  AND  RECIPROCAL  ADVAN- 
TAGE may  be  bejl  permanently  fixed, 

I obferve  in  Lord  Shelburne’s  letter  to  your  Grace,  dated 
1 8th  May,  he  dates  more  relu<ffance  to  the  idea  of  Com- 
miflioners  than  1 fhould  judge  to  be  a general  opinion  of 
His  Majedy’s  Servants ; the  meafure  may  be  a doubtful 
one ; but  if  it  appeared  to  be  the  inclination  among  the 
leading  gentlemen  of  Ireland,  1 Ihould  think  good  would 
enfue. 

No.  4. 

ExtraB  of  a Letter  from  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  the  Earl  of 
ShelburnCy  dated  Dublin  Cajilcy  ^ih  Juncy  1782. 

I have  now  dated  to  your  Lordlhip  every  matter  that  I can 
think  likely  to  come  before  Parliament,  and  have  further  to 

, add, 


add,  tl>at  the  defire  which  is  generally  and  emphatically  cx- 
prefTed  for  a fpeedy  conclufion  of  this  Seffion,  will  very  forc- 
ibly tend  to  unite  Gentlemen  in  difcountenancing  any  at- 
tempt to  bring  on  queftions  of  any  fort  at  this  feafon  of  the 
year.  1 prefume  your  Lordfliip  will  be  of  opinion,  that  it 
is  not  defirabie  to  oppofe  the  wdfhes  of  this  country  refpeft- 
ing  as  early  a Prorogation  as  the  bufinefs  before  them  will 
admit.  Nor  indeed  am  I difinclined  to  recommend  it;  for 
the  paflions  of  this  nation  do  not  appear  to  me  as  yet  to  have 
fufficiently  fubfided  to  let  the  gratitude  w'hich  is  felt  pafs 
quietly  and  confidentially  through  that  channel  which  can 
alone  direct  it  to  the  recipfOcal  advantages  of  both  king- 
doms. 

There  is  no  doubt  of  Government  being  able  to  Hop  any 
mifchief ; but  1 cannot  fo  readily  tiike  upon  me  to  anfwer 
for  the  immediate  attainment  of  the  benefits  vi'hich  the  libe- 
rality of  Great  Britain  entitles  her  to  expe£f.  Unlefs, 
therefore,  very  great  meafure^  which  1 will  make  the  fub- 
jecl  of  a feparate  letter,  can  be  obtained,  I fubmit  to  your 
Lordfhip  the  propriety  of  coinciding  in  the  v.dfhes  of  the 
Parliament,  by  putting  an  end  to  the  prefent  Seffion,  as  foon 
as  may  be  after  the  ret  urn  of  the  Bills  from  England. 

No.  5. 

From  the  Duhe  of  Portland  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne, 

' My  Lord,  Duhlln  Cajlle^  6th  June,  1782. 

The  meafure  which  I Rated  to  your  Lordffiip  in  my  letter 
of  lafl  night,  as  a fufficient  inducement  for  deferring  the 
prorogation  of  Parliament,  is  of  fo  delicate  a nature,  and  re- 
quires fo  much  feerecy  and  management,  that  1 think  it  un- 
gdvifeable  to  truft  the  communication  of  it  to  any  hand  but 
jtny  own  ; and  as  it  is  poffible  that  the  event  may  not  juftify 
the  hopes  1 entertain,  it  would  perhaps  be  more  prudent  to 
V/it'b,hpld  the  intelligence  which  1 am  now  about  to  give  you, 
until  I could  tranfmit  the  plan  properly  authenticated ^ for  the 
confderation  of  your  Lordffiip,  and  the  relt  of  the  King’s 
confidential  fervants.  However,  as  I feel  that  I have  a right 
to  take  credit  for  my  endeavours,  and  that  the  Minifters  in 
England  equally  partake  of  my  refponfibility  in  the  admi- 
niflration  of  the  affairs  of  this  country,  1 am  as  anxious  that 


-they  (hould  {hare  any  merit  that  can  be  derived  from  our  joint 
conduct,  as  that  they  fhould  be  liable  to  any  blame  to  which 
the  adoption  of  ill-advifed  or  inconfiderate  meafures  may  ei- 
pofe  them.  I (hall  therefore  acquaint  your  Lordlhip,  that 
1 have  reafon  to  hope  that  I may  be  (hortly  enabled  to  lay 
before  you  the  Iketch  or  outlines  of  an  Adt  of  Parliament  to 
be  adopted  by  the  legi^atures  of  the  refpe<Stive  kingdoms ; 
by  which  the  fuperintending  power  and  fupremacy  of  Great 
Britain,  in  all  matters  of  ftate  and  general  commerce,  will 
be  virtually  and  cflFedlually  acknowledged  j that  a (hare  of 
the  expenfe  in  carrying  on  a defcnfive  or  otfenfive  war,  either 
in  fuppQrt  of  our  own  dominions,  or  thofe  of  our  allies, 
fliall  be  borne  by  Ireland  in  proportion  to  the  adfual  ftate  of 
her  abilities  j and  that  (he  will  adopt  every  fuch  regulation 
as  may  be  adjudged  neceffary  by  Great  Britain^  for  the  better 
I ordering  and  fecuring  her  trade  and  commerce  with  foreign 
j nations,  or  her  own  colonies  and  dependencies,  confidera- 
j tion  being  duly  had  to  the  circumftances  of  this  country.  I 
am  flattered  with  the  expe^ation  of  receiving  the  moft  poG- 
tive  aiTurances  from  — — — — — — — 

of  their  fupport  in  carrying  fuch  a Bill  through  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament } and  in  cafe  fuch  an  pbjedi  could  be  ob- 
tained, 1 fhould  prefame  that  it  would  be  very  advifcable  to 
trefpafs  upon  the  patience  of  this  country  to  l»ing  it  to  per- 
fe6tion,  even  in  the  prefent  moment.  Youf  Lordflnp  may 
depend  upon  the  earlieft  account  of  j^y  fticcefs  and  progtefs 
in  this  bulmefs. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  See.  &c. 

(Signed)  PORTLAND. 

No.  6. 

Lord  Shelburne  to  the  Duke  of  Porilandp 

Shelburne  Houfe^  Sunday,  June  p, 

M Y Lo  R D , L ivelve  d Clock  at  Noon. 

In  the  very  inftant  of  the  departure  of  the  meflenger  with 
the  difpatches  accompanying  this  letter,  I have  the  honour 
to  receive  your  Grace’s  of  the  5th  and  6th. 

The  contents  of  the  letter  are  too  important  to  hefitat® 
about  detaining  him,  while  I aiTure  your  Grace  of  the  fa« 
tisfa^ftion  1 know  your  ktter  will  give  the  Kij^.  1 have 

lived 


ii8 


lived  in  the  mofl:  anxious  expectation  of  fome  fucb  rreafurc 
oOerinjy  itfelf.  Nothing  prevent-ed  my  prcrting  it  in  this 
difpatch,  except,  having  repeatedly  llated  the  juil  expeCtations 
of  this  country,  1 was  apprehcnfive  of  giving  that  the  air 
cf  demand  which  would  be  better  left  to  a fpifit  of  volun- 
'tary  juftiee,  gratitude,  and  forefight.  I gave  your  Grace 
coTifideiic^  for  watching  the  temper  of  thofe  you  had  to  deal 
withi,  andi’csinnb't  e*xprefs  the  pleafure  it  gives  metx)  find  ifLit 
cortiklencd  jufttfied.  Bargains  and  compaCfs  may  acoomplilh 
little  objects — great  ends  muft  be  obtained  by  a nobler  and 
more  generous  policy.  'No  matter  who  has  the  merit,  let  the 
fw’o  kingdoms  be  - which  can  only  be  by  Ireland  now  ac- 
knoMvledging  tb^^fiipevinttnding  power  and  fupremacy  to  be 
‘u-here’  Nat urie-h as  placed  it  \n precife  and  unambiguous  terms, 
l am'fure'I  need  not  inculcate  to  your  Grace  the  import- 
ance of  nvords  in  an  aCt  which  mull  decide  on  the  happinefs 
of*  ages,  particularly  in  what  regards  contribution  and  trade, 
fubjeCts  moll  likely  to  come  into  frequent  quellion.  Your 
Gra^ce  will  have  every  merit  Pcan  give  you.  I have  only  to 
alTure  your  Grace  of  every  fapport  neceflary  to  carry  this 
tticafore,  and  of  the  moll  confidential  return  to  every  com- 
munication you  think  the  public  fervice  may  require. 

■ 1 entirely  agree  iir  your  Grace’s  reafons  for  putting  as 
fpeedy  an  end  as  polTible  to  the  prefent  SelTions,  unlefs  the 
meafure  you  have  in  contemplation  can  be  obtained. 

The  King  is  at  arid  every  one  elfe  out  of  town ; 

I therefore  only  write  the  fentiments  of 

Your  Grace’s  faithful  fervant, 

SHELBURNE. 

No.  7. 

ExtraH  of  a Letter  from  the  Duke  of  Portland^  Lord  Lieu* 
tenant  oj  Ireland^  to  the  Earl  of  IShelburne^  dated  Dublin 
Cajilcy  22d  JunCy  1782.  . 

- The  difappointment  and  mortification  I fuffer  by  the  un- 
expected change  m thofe  difpofitions  which  had  authorized 
me  to  entertain  the  hopes  1 had  perhaps  too  fanguinely  ex- 
prelTed  in  the  letter  which  I had  the  honour  of  writing  to 
your  Lordfhip,  the  6th  inftant,  muft  not  prevent  my  ac- 
quainting you,  that'  for  the  prefent  thofe  expectations  muft 
be  given  up.  I truft,  and  am  inclined  to  flatter  myfelf  they 
are  only  fufpended,  and  that  they  will  be  revived  when  the 

temper 
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temper  of  this  country  (liall  have  recovered  Its  tone,  and  ac- 
quired that  degree  of  compofure  which  mufl:  give  it  the 
firmnefs  necefTary  for  eflTe(£luating  fo  wife  and  falutary  a mea- 

fure.  Mr.  F will  have  informed  your  Lordfhip  of 

fome  very  unpleafant  circumftances  which  were  likely  to 
have  happened  a very  few  days  before  the  Adjournment,  the 
traces  of  which  are  ftrongly  marked  in  the  Addrefs  from  the 
Leinfter  Volunteers,  which  I have  this  day  the  honour  of 
tranfmitting  to  you,  but  which,  I think,  are  to  be  attri- 
buted to  a fufpicion  of  the  poffible  efFe£f  of  a negotiation. 
By  the  account  of  the  events  of  thofe  three  or  four  days,  and 
of  the  timidity  and  jealoufy  of  the  firft  people  in  this  coun- 
try, it  is  clear  to  my  apprehenfion,  that  any  injudicious  or 
oflfenfive  meafure  may  be  prevented,  but  that  any  attempt  to 
conciliate  the  minds  of  this  nation  to  any  fuch  meafure  as  I 
intimated  the  hope  of,  would  at  this  moment  be  delufive 
and  impoilible. 


THE  END. 
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